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Keeping you in touch with events at St. Columb Minor Academy 

 
Tony Buckland 
presents an 
award to  
representatives 
from Blue 
School at the 
It’s your  
neighbourhood  
awards. 

 
Welcome to the ‘Blue School’ newsletter. 
 
What an amazing start to the new school year!   
During ‘One World Week’ we were visited by twelve teachers from Spain,  
Iceland, Turkey,  Poland, Germany, Sweden, Austria and Bulgaria. They were on a 
study visit to research ‘How to use the outside environment to inspire learning’.  We 
were delighted to play host to this group and it was a great opportunity for our pupils to 
share information about school life in these different countries.   
 
We also organised a variety of activities to promote ‘global citizenship’ throughout our 
school community. All of our local families were invited to join with us in making 
pledges to reduce their carbon footprint, many of these are on display in classrooms.  
 
The week culminated in our annual whole school parade around St Columb Minor  
village—a colourful and enjoyable experience!! We particularly enjoyed waving our 
flags to the younger children as we went past First Steps’ brand new building.  
 
This month’s edition of ‘Blue Briefing’ is packed with important information. Once you’ve read it, keep it 
handy, so that you know what’s coming up throughout the month! Looks like another exciting month at 
Blue School! 
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‘Blue’ Briefing 

Welcome One and All! 
 
Since the beginning of term we have 
welcomed the following children into our 
�������  

Foundation Stage / Key Stage 1– Faith Gailey, Alexandra 
Tejano, Charlotte Esam, Ross Barry, Harriet Hiscox, 
Francesa Colgan and William Hare   
Key Stage 2— Callum Moore, Titas Seskevicius and  
Molly Curgenven, Arri Minchin, Morgan Hare and Alfie 
Brommel 
We hope that they and their families will enjoy being at St 
Columb Minor Academy. Welcome to Blue School! 
 
                   

Foundation Stage News 
Starfish, Jellyfish & Angelfish 

 
What a brilliant first month we have all had in  

Foundation Stage!  The children have settled in really well 
and have adapted quickly to the change of rooms for each 
area of learning.   
 
We are all thoroughly enjoying learning new sounds each 
week and the children are eager to know what sound they 
are learning next! Thank you for your time and support at 
home with helping the children learn and practice the new 
sound each day. The ‘sound’ sheets are for your child to 
keep in their folder and use with you whenever you feel 
appropriate.  If you find your child is too tired to sit and 
focus on their homework sheet then don’t worry. We want 
the children to enjoy their learning.   
 
Letter formation, at this age, is really important, so we 
would encourage lots of opportunities for your child to 
develop their fine motor skills.  You could help develop 
this by chalking and painting the sounds on the ground 
which is very fun and creative!  Another alternative would 
be to draw dots to form a letter and encourage your child 
to join the dots.  To make their phonics learning meaning-
ful and stimulating we buy resources such as bread to toast 
for ‘t,t,t’. If you could support us with a small contribution 
of £1 a term per child towards this it would be greatly  
appreciated. This will also be used for cooking ingredients 
and other items to aid the children’s learning.   
 
Thank you to all the parents and carers who helped us on 
our village walk.  We had a lovely afternoon and although 
the children were tired at the end of it, they had a really 
great time!  We enjoyed looking at our local environment 
and we were impressed with the children’s local 
knowledge.   
 
After October half term we will be starting to send reading 
books and tricky words home with the children.  More  
information about this will be sent out nearer the time.   
At the end of October the children will be receiving their 
own ‘Book time story packs’ All children will receive two 
books which are provided free to every reception pupil 
through the ‘Book Time programme.  Each class will also 
receive a large copy of the books and activities to do with 

the children.  In class we will have focused learning about 
the stories and related activities.  Please take time at home 
to share the books with your child and celebrate ‘Book 
Time’ this year.   
 
The children are really enjoying learning outside 
and are getting very good at remembering to wear 
their welly boots and aprons.  Please could you 
ensure that your child has boots in school daily.  
Thank you to Mrs Gilbert who has donated old pairs 
of welly boots that are no longer required.   
 
We have lots to look forward to this month and are look-
ing forward to welcoming many of you who attended the 
recent volunteer induction session in to the classroom to 
help us.  
 
We were pleased to see some of you at the Foundation 
Stage coffee morning last Friday.  A reminder that on the 
last Friday of every month there will be a coffee morning 
in School for Foundation Stage parents and carers.  This 
will be an opportunity for you to meet other parents,  
discuss achievements and progress and to celebrate your 
child’s learning.  You will of course be able to discuss any 
concerns and questions you may have with one of the 
Foundation Stage class teachers.   
 
Finally, thank you for your continued 
hard work and support at home.   
 
 
The Foundation Stage Team 

 
       
One World Week – Green Day   
 

Yet again, our Green Day was a great success, with  
children enjoying a number of creative workshops which 
involved learning about green energy sources and the  
importance of caring for our environment.     
 
The workshops were hosted 
by Jes Brito - our gardener, 
The Eden Project – who 
worked with children to look 
at plants and fair trade  
issues,  John Keys – with 
whom the children produced 
art work and poetry focusing 
around sustainability, Shelterbox - an international  
disaster relief charity that delivers emergency shelter, 
warmth and dignity to people affected by disaster  
worldwide and taught the children about survival, Camp 
Kernow – who taught the children about wave power and 

Polar explorer Antony  
Jinman – who talked to  
children about his experiences 
and challenges in the Artic,  
together with climate change 
issues. 
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Clams and Limpets 
           Year 1 News 
 
We are so pleased at the way the children 

have settled into Year 1. They are super at coming into 
class by themselves and getting on with the learning tasks 
that start the day. The children have quickly learnt the  
routines for Year 1 and are making us so proud with the 
way they conduct themselves around school. 
 
We have also been pleased to see some parents coming in 
to help us in class. The children enjoy having other adults 
in the room and it maximises their opportunities to show 
off their reading and learning skills. If you couldn’t make 
the parents induction session but would like to come and 
help, then please let the office know and they will contact 
you when there is more training. 
 
It is exciting in the morning to see the children bring in 
“home learning”. This is writing or maths that they have 
chosen to practice at home. Lots of parents are also  
sharing with us the things that their children have shared 
with them which shows how much they are learning. 
 
By half term we will have begun to send home some 
homework activities. These are: 

· Spellings: These are normally sent home on a  
Monday and tested on a Friday (after October half term) 
· Reading words: We will send home lists of the key 
words that your child is working on in class. They will be 
tested regularly on the ones that they can recall quickly. 
·       Handwriting: This is done weekly in a special book 
to help your child practice the correct letter formation. It 
will come home to you on a Monday and we will collect it 
on a Friday to mark over the weekend. 
  
Please can we ask that your child has their “learning pack” 
in school every day. This is because we use the  
handwriting books and reading books throughout the week 
with the children. If they do not have their packs they may 
miss a valuable learning opportunity. It is especially  
important to have them in school on a Monday,  
Wednesday and on a Friday . This is when we assess the 
children , review their handwriting books and we change 
reading books on these days. 
 
The children have shown some fantastic art skills. Their 
Mona Lisa portraits are very impressive and are good 
enough to hang in The Louvre Art Gallery! They have also 
made some great pictures of themselves and other portraits 
on the computer using a computer program. Please come 
and see all of these in the classroom. 
 
 
Parents Evenings are on the horizon but if you have any 
questions pop in and see us at the end of the 
day or leave a message with our class TA’s in 
the mornings.  
 
From all the staff in the Year 1 team. 

   Mussels and Oysters 
           Year 2 News 
 
September has been very busy with the  
excitement of One World Week and our trip 
to the castle.  We’re really pleased with the 
way the new term has begun and how well the 

children have settled into Year 2.  
 
Thank you to everyone who attended our Welcome  
Meeting. We hope you found it useful. If any of you have 
any queries about the year please do feel free to come and 
ask, although we will be inviting all of you to an  
individual consultation meeting before half term. 
 
Our trip to Pendennis Castle was a great success with 
some amazing follow up work back at school!  Thank you 
to everyone who gave up their day to come with us.  

 
Our castle model making is 
about to begin and we are sure 
your children will be talking to 
you about this at home! 
 
On Tuesday 18th October at 
9am we will be walking 
through the village looking at 

buildings and visiting the church as an important place in 
our community.  We will need adults to accompany us, 
and will let you know the exact morning nearer the time. 
 
It is very important that children read at home each 
night.  The children are all reading at their own levels and 
need practice at many different skills – phonic sounding of 
words, answering questions and predicting what will  
happen, building their vocabulary banks etc.  
 
There are opportunities for reading in school too and the 
children’s books should be in school daily to use with us 
and other members of staff.  Please encourage them with 
this and make sure you sign their link card. If anyone has 
some time to come and hear readers we really would love 
to see you. 
 
We would like all children to know their 2, 5 and 10 
times tables by the end of Year 2 and we will be talking 
to you on Parent’s Evening about how you can help your 
child at home.  When we begin the multiplication unit in 
our maths lessons we will be sending home a times tables 
card to help with this!   
 
Thank you for your support with the India homework.  It 
has produced a lovely display. We have recently sent cards 
of support to our Indian link schools following the earth-
quake they had there.  We will continue to learn more 
about India throughout the year. 
 
Thank you for your support and we look  
forward to seeing you soon. 
 
All the teaching and support staff in Year 2. 

‘Blue’ Briefing 



��

‘Blue ‘Briefing 

Term Dates for the Year 11/12 
 
Autumn Term 2011 
 
Tues 6th September—16th  December 

Friday 21st  October Training Day for teachers  
Half Term 24th  October—28th October 
 
Spring Term 2012 
Wed 4th  January Training Day for teachers 
5th January—30th March  
Friday 10th February Training Day for teachers 
Half term 13th—17th February 
 
PLEASE NOTE CHANGE TO END OF DEC TERM 
AND START OF JAN TERM OF ONE DAY!! 
 
Summer Term 2011 
Monday 16th April Training Day for teachers 
17th  April— 24th July 
Half term Mon 4th June—8th June 

 
For Year 6 Parents !!!!! 
Year 6 SATS week 2012 is  
May 14th—18th, 2012 
It is very important that your 

child is in school this week and in the weeks prior to the 
tests. No holiday leave will be sanctioned during SAT’s 
week for Year 6 pupils. 

 
Important dates in October   
 
Week of 10th October Parent Consultations for 

children with special educational needs (letter to follow) 
 
5th  October Friends of Blue School  (FOBS) This is a 
meeting for people interested in supporting the school 
with fund raising activities. We are always looking for 
new ideas and new members. Join us in the staffroom at 
6.00 p.m. for our AGM and main meeting 
 
Week of 17th October Parent Consultations for all  
other children (letter to follow) 
 
17th October Individual School Photos taken by  
Tempest (letter to follow) 
 
20th October Harvest Festival in school (We will  
welcome contributions of tins and packets for St Columb 
Minor’s new Food Bank, this year) 
 
21st  October Training Day for Staff (no children in 

school on this day) 
 
School Meals Autumn 2011 
 
This is the time of year when we remind you of 

the cost of school meals for the rest of the academic year. 
A pupil meal now costs £2.20. Please send your child in 
with the correct money in a named purse. 

You should have already received a paper copy of the 
menu for this year—these were sent home in September. If 
you have not got one and would like one please pop in and 
ask the office staff. The current menu is also on our  
website: www.blueschool.co.uk 

 
Mackerel and Cod News 

Year 3 
 

We have had an exciting and busy 
month in Year 3. The children have 

settled into their classes really well and are becoming  
familiar with their new routines. The children are amazing 
us with the effort they are putting into reading at home, 
and we hope that even more children will try to complete 
5 short reading sessions a week on a regular basis. This 
can really make a difference to their progress. 
  
We had a great day at Trevone last Thursday. The children 
found an amazing range of creatures in the rockpools and 
we will be using information about what they found to 
support our learning about habitats and food chains in  
science. This week we will be introducing our first home-
work topic and would like the children to investigate a  
local habitat of their choice. All of the information will be 
in homework books on Friday. As we continue our topic 
this month, we will be designing and making shelters and 
studying how animals are represented in art. 
  
In Maths, we will be starting to send times tables home to 
learn. The focus is on being able to instantly recall times 
table facts, in order to begin with, but then out of order. 
These will be tested every week.  
  
In Literacy, we have started work on writing information 
reports. We are looking forward to a visit from a local  
llama which we will be using as a starting point for our 
research. 
  
As it starts to become colder, it is a good to check that the 
children have their tracksuit in their PE kit. We are hoping 
to continue to go outside for football and netball skills as 
much as possible. We are spending a lot of time putting 
tape onto children’s earrings before PE lessons and it 
would really help us if they left earrings at home on  
scheduled PE days. These are currently Tuesday and 
Thursday. If this is not possible, please bring in tape from 
home and to keep it their own tray. We use micropore tape 
for this in school. 
  
We look forward to seeing you at the upcoming parent 
consultations. As always, if you have any questions or 
queries, please drop us a note, phone, or drop in and see us 
after school. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
 
Helen Willson, Jodie Munley 
and the Year 3 team. 
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Parents Forum 
 
We recently held the first Parents’ Forum of 
the year. A group of parents met with 
Headteacher, Jennie Walker to discuss a 

range of issues including:  
· How to cope with headlice! 
· The future of the 3rd Foundation Stage class 
· How to be a voluntary helper 
· How to find out what’s happening in school 
 
Maggie Simpson, our Librarian, gave a short talk on the 
proposals for the refurbished library area. Jennie Walker 
talked about new uniform ideas for the oldest children, 
ideas to improve packed lunches and the future of school 
camps.  
 
Parents new ideas included, coffee mornings for new 
Foundation Stage parents and resurrecting the ‘Parent 
Link’ scheme. (see later in the newsletter) 
 
Sounds interesting? Why not consider coming along to the 
next meeting. The forum is your opportunity to sit and  
discuss school policy and ideas.  If you don’t understand 
something or have an idea about how we could improve 
something we would love to see you. 

 
Music Lessons 
 
Music lessons have now all started and 

are going well. Please make sure that you have paid for the 
lessons by dropping the money into the school office.  
 
Some of the lesson times have already changed due to the 
relevant teachers assessing your child’s ability and  
therefore putting them in an appropriate group. Many  
music lessons are now outside of the school day as we 
wanted to limit the impact on the children’s in class  
learning time.  
 
If there are still children who would like to take up lessons 
please pop in to see me as we have some vacancies in  
certain instruments and as children leave there are  
sometimes places available. If not I will put your child’s 
name on a waiting list. Instruments are available to hire 
and discounts and concessions are available for some  
people claiming benefits. These would have to be  
discussed with Mrs Jane King in the school office. 
  
Julie Jenkin    Music Subject Leader. 
 

Choir News 
 
Thank you to all those children who 
have already enthusiastically been 
attending Choir on a Thursday 
lunchtime. A reminder for any other 
children who would like to come 
along KS2 choir starts at 12.15pm 

and KS1 choir starts at 12.35pm in Swordfish room.  All 
are welcome to come along, particularly the boys of whom 

we are rather low on numbers. Come on boys I know you 
can sing !! A special thanks must be shared to those chil-
dren who recently represented the school Choir by attend-
ing the Big Event at St. Columb Minor Church on Satur-
day the 24th of September where they beautifully sang a 
selection of our assembly songs to members of the local 
community and were well received.  
 
At the end of October we start to rehearse for... dare I say 
Christmas events !! The more members we have the better 
as there are many opportunities for the children to go our 
and sing at local events. Looking forward to seeing you at 
the next Choir practise where we will be rehearsing our 
new song for Harvest Festival. 
 
Mrs Jenkin 
Choir Leader 
 

 
Voluntary Helper Induction Session 
 
If you would like to help out in school you have to 

go through our induction training session. We recently 
held one in September and recruited fifteen new  
volunteers! 
 
The next one will be on Wed 19th  October 9.00 a.m.. It 
will take about an hour and cover such topics as: Child 
Protection, Health and Safety, Responsibilities of a  
volunteer and so on. Jennie Walker runs these sessions on 
a regular basis so if you can’t make this one pass your  
details to the school office and they will notify you when 
the next one is organised. Hope to see you there! 
 

 
Once again we are holding our 
Book Fair to coincide with the 
Parents' Consultation meetings on 
Monday 17th, Tuesday 18th and 
Wednesday 19th October. As our 
new library is now open we 

thought it would be nice to hold it in there instead of in the 
hall. It will commence as usual, from 3.15 - 4.15pm.  
 
We will have a range of exciting and stimulating books for 
all ages so please feel free to come and browse through the 
books with your child or on your own. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
The Literacy Team 
 

Walk to School Week 
 
The first week in October is Walk to 
School week. Please make every effort 
to join with our activities and make a 
special effort to walk if you can. 
If you can’t, remember to park safely 

off the school site and walk the rest of the way. Only par-
ents with permission should be parking on site as space is 
limited. 
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Otters and Seals News 
Year 4 
 
We have all had a great few weeks 
at school and are all beginning to 

settle into our routines and get to know each other. 
 
Some of the exciting things we have been doing include 
designing and making large scale aeroplane tail fins in 
groups, researching different flying machines,  
investigating our pulse rates and playing small ball games 
outside. 
 
We learned loads about our host country of Kenya during 
International Week, performed a song in Swahili, created 
animal masks and made pancakes based on a traditional 
Kenyan story. 
 
In Numeracy we have been consolidating the basics of 
counting and place value and introduced column addition 
and subtraction.  The children are all learning their times 
tables really well each week and know which one they 
should be learning for the week.   
 
Most children are bringing in their homework, learning 
their spellings and reading regularly.  We endeavour to 
change your child’s reading book as and when they need 
to but, as I’m sure you will appreciate, this is not always 
possible every day.  However, the library is now open  
after school on a Monday for children and parents to 
change books or just spend some time browsing a book 
together. 
 
Thanks to all the parents who have sent in both indoor and 
outdoor PE kits as it is starting to get a bit chilly!   
 
Please remember that if you have any worries or problems 
or just want some time to look over your child’s work 
please feel free to come in and see us. 
 
Thank you for your continued 
support 
 
Emma Lawton & Paul 
Boutwood 
 

 
 
Free School Meals 
 

 PLEASE NOTE: 
 
Parents in receipt of Free School Meals for their children will 
no longer receive renewal forms. Children will now remain 
on the list until the financial year of their 19th birthday.  
Eligibility will be checked at the end of each term and if  
parents are no longer in receipts of benefit then the  
entitlement will be stopped. 

 

 
Friends of Blue School 
     FOBS! 
 
It is great to see how everyone has settled in 

to the new term, our September meeting went well and 
thank you to all for attending, the minutes will be on the 
FOBS page soon. 
 
As mentioned last month we have teamed up with 
Bag2School to raise funds for our school, this is an easy 
way to raise money and de-clutter at the same time, each 
child should have now received a Bag2School bag and fly-
er.  The bags need to be returned to school on Thursday 
13th October by 9am, please do not return filled bags to the 
school before Thursday 13th as we do not have anywhere 
to store them.  If you fill the bag and still have more 
please use ANY other bag to donate your items, we will 
get £500.00 per tonne or 50p per kilo! 
 
We are holding our first disco of the year on Thursday 20th 
October and we will need some volunteers!  KS1 is during 
school time and KS2 will be after school, the kids really 
enjoy themselves as do we!  It’s great fun, if you are able 
to help it would be great to see you – and remember you 
don’t have to give your whole afternoon, just an hour 
would be great!  Please contact any of the FOBS  
committee or find us on Facebook (our page is Friends of 
the Blue School) if you are able to help. 
 
Our AGM is being held on Wednesday 5th October at 6pm 
in the staff room, this is where we agree our constitution 
and give reports on the previous year, and it will be  
followed by our usual monthly meeting.  If you have any 
ideas for fund raising or would like to help in anyway 
please get in touch with us, have a great month! 
 
FOBS Committee 

 
 

Languages 
 
      

How lovely it is to see all of the children again after the 
summer holiday and to welcome some new faces!  
 
We have started speaking, writing, listening, playing and 
singing in French and Spanish again this year, and we 
hope the children enjoy the lessons as much as we do.   
 
 And, don’t forget, the Linguascope website is always 
available from home to consolidate and have fun  
practising the knowledge acquired in the lessons, just  
follow the link: 

www.linguascope.com 
Username: stcolumb 
Password: languages 

 
Yvonne Crumpton                                     Sian Kelly 
French Assistant                                       Spanish Assistant   
 

Salut! ¡Hola! 



��

 

 
 

Providers of high quality care 

As your child takes their 
‘first steps’ on their 
educational ladder for life. 

We are a 62 place Full Day Care Nursery and out 
of school club, registered for children aged 0-13 
years of age.  
 

We are situated in the grounds of St Columb 
Minor School.  
 

For more information please  phone 01637 877073. 
www.firststepsnewquay.co.uk 
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               ST COLUMB MINOR 
                  PARISH CHURCH 

                               Invite all to their Services   
                            every Sunday 

                                              8:00am, 11:00am & 6:00pm 
                                           Crèche available 

 
 
 

                                               Contact 
                                               Rev. Chris McQuillen-Wright 

                                                 For more information 
                                                 01637 877165 
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‘Blue’ Briefing 

       Governor Corner 
 
As we learn to ‘ride the wave of life’, we  
obviously need to continuously adapt our stance 

to ensure progression forward. By doing so in the past we 
have been able to celebrate the success of our last OFSTED 
report.  
 
A further adaptation this year has been a change in our  
status to become an academy school to ensure the  
continuation of the benefits of our teaching and learning for 
all our children. The governors always said that the  
translation to academy status would not mean whole scale 
changes of practice, rather the essence of Blue School 
would in fact be maintained by becoming St. Columb  
Minor Academy. Changes though have been suggested. 
The school council, which is made up of elected  
representatives of each class, has asked the governing body 
to consider a proposal that is dear to their hearts. The  
council raised the issue of uniform for older children  and 
the fact that the white polo shirts worn are a little  
transparent and some pupils are conscious of this. The 
council suggested an optional change of colour for Years 5 
and 6. The proposal was taken to the governors who after a 
long discussion decided that the raison d'être of the council 
was to make recommendations directly affecting the pupils 
��	
��
�
��
����
����
���
�������
�����
��	
������� ��
���
��
fore the Governing body unanimously agreed the proposal 
of the school council. A sky blue polo shirt for Years 5 and 
6 will soon be available as an alternative to the existing 
white polo shirt which shall continue as the standard  
uniform throughout the school. 
 
Another proposal which gave rise to a long debate was the 
future of Outdoor Education at our school. Over the last 
few years the school camps have been one experience that 
many pupils have been able to take advantage of. At the 
end of year 3, just after Easter in year 4, at the beginning of 
year 5 and the at the end of year 6. After listening to a 
breadth of opinion from parents and staff we have decided 
that for the next few years we shall continue with the camps 

camps in Years 3,5 and 6 and not have Year 4 camp.  
 
The comments we were receiving were that the  3 camps in 
18 months was too much, and two in a little over a year was 
about right. In these increasingly difficult economic times, 
with camp subsidies from charities also declining, and also 
tightening of the purse strings by everyone it was felt that 
this solution met all criteria whilst maintaining all the  
experiences our young people should have access to.  
 
Both these changes have come from the children and parents 
talking through their concerns with staff and governors. We 
are all ready to listen to everyone's concerns, and when in our 
ability to do so, to act on those concerns to ensure a positive 
learning experience for all children and their families whilst 
together we learn to ride the wave of life.  

 
 
Admission to Foundation Stage 
Classes in September 2012 
 
If you are interested in your child 
joining our Foundation Stage  
classes next September then it is IM-
PORTANT that you fill in the  
official application as soon as possi-
ble. 
 

This year we had too many children wanting to come to our 
school and some families did not get places. Even if you have 
already given us the name and date of birth of your child you 
still have to fill in the official forms or go on line and com-
plete them. This is very important!!!! 
 
It is the local authority who allocate places not the 
school!! Do not lose your chance for a place by forgetting 
to do the forms!!! Our predictions for next year are that 
numbers are again looking high!!!  

FOBS meetings are held on the 
first Wednesday of each month at 6pm in 
the staff room.  If you can’t make the 
meetings, but would like to make  
suggestions for events etc, please let us 
know.  You can contact us via the school 
website, or via Facebook, “Friends of the 
Blue School”. 
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Thinking about the Winter!!! 
 
It was only three years ago that we  
featured an article by one of our former 
governors on preparing for a flu  
pandemic. At that time it all seemed a 

bit far fetched and some people laughed when we said that 
we had a ‘Flu Pandemic Planning Committee’.  At that 
time each school across the country had been informed by 
the Government that plans had to be in place for when / if 
there was a serious Flu problem.   
 
Since then we have learned about Swine Flu and it did  
reach our school! At that time all of our carefully hatched 
plans were put into action and all of the correct  
precautions were carried out and letters sent. We only  
actually had two diagnosed cases with perhaps another 
handful as possible.  
 
It has been predicted that this flu strain may return this 
year and so we need to continue to be aware of the need to  
carry out rigorous infection control in school. If your child 
has a high temperature and is obviously unwell please 
keep them away from school. This is the same for all 
adults that drop off and collect children. Keep in touch 
with us by phone so that we know if you or your child is 
ill. DO NOT KEEP children at home UNLESS THEY 
ARE ILL!! 
 
Remember that we need essential information from 
you in the form of up-to-date contact numbers and 
email addresses.  This enables the school to contact  
parents and guardians by a variety of means if there is any 
problem or crisis at the school.   
 
Remember how important communication details were 
when it snowed!  It may be useful as a family to discuss 
with the children what to do if there is an emergency at 
home and who to contact – relatives, neighbours and 
friends, emergency services.  (At school we will be  
discussing emergencies and what to do.).   
 
At all times the school is obliged by law to provide an  
education, even if it temporarily closes due to excessive 
‘flu’ problems.  Therefore the school is working on a  
system to enable basic schoolwork to be done at home via 
the Internet and/or posting.  We will share this process 
when needs be!   
 
Jennie Walker 
Headteacher 

 
Do you understand how your child is supported 
if they are finding life in school or learning  
challenging? 

 
In an attempt to keep all parents better informed about 
how we are supporting their children’s learning we have 
set up a regular meeting for those who are interested. Our 
SENCO Tamsin Irons is at the meeting along with the 
Special Educational Needs governor and any relevant  
outside agencies that you as parents may find useful to 

speak to.  
 
This group is proving to be a good way of you finding out 
more about ways to support your child’s learning and how 
you may support each other.  
 
We meet monthly with a focus “topic” decided on by you 
the parents and time just to chat amongst ourselves about 
issues relevant to your children and our school.  
 
 
 
 
SEN Parents’ Evenings 
 
If your child is receiving some extra support either in class 
or through a focused group they are on the Record of 
Need. We are inviting all parents of children on the  
Record of Need to parents evenings this month during the 
week commencing 10th October. Please come and meet 
your child’s class teacher to share their ideas for support-
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plan (IEP) targets, which focused groups they are attend-
ing and information about a special record of their 
achievements, that you as parents are encouraged to share 
in. You will be asked to sign your child’s IEP as a record 
of your involvement in this process. 
  
I look forward to seeing you. 
 
Tamsin Irons 
SENCO/Assistant Head with Responsibility for Inclusion.  

 
 
Atlantic Karate 
 
Atlantic Karate would like to welcome all of 
our pupils back for a new year of Karate  

training!  
 
Congratulations to all the students that passed their  
grading on Sunday September 18th and achieved their new 
belts after their hard work over the summer. 
 
Karate is ideal for fitness and co-ordination, as well as 
promoting respect for children and adults alike. Most  
importantly, it’s fun too! 
 
We train every Monday at St Columb Minor Academy at 
5.15pm, and train all age groups.  
 
Training costs £2.50 per week, for further information 
contact Jon on 07976 557 772. 

 
French Club Re-starts! 
 
Teacher, Maggie Reeves is back in the 
country from 16th October - she will start 

French Club on Wed 2nd November (after half term).  
Please give your name to our office if you wish to join, 
and Maggie will ring parents on her return in October.  

‘Blue’ Briefing 
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Dolphins and Swordfish       
 News Year 5 
 

Doesn’t the time fly when you are having fun ! We are 
having a fabulous first half term with the children, they 
have achieved so much already.  
 
We are sure you will agree that our Year group looked 
great in our International Parade through the village and 
were pictured in the paper sporting our host countries  
colours of red, white and blue of the U.S.A. During  
International Week the children had the opportunity to 
find out much more about America and its food,  
geography and culture. This was a week full of fun  
activities and a great start to our studies about this country. 
 
On Green Day of International week we were very lucky 
to take part in a workshop provided by Camp Kernow and 
spent the morning learning about sustainable energy and 
how we can protect our wonderful planet. This culminated 
in the children creating their own energy generators using 
wave power. We must take this opportunity to thank those 
of you who sent in your green foot-prints with your  
pledges to help the environment on them. We hope you 
are still sticking to them!! 
 
The children are showing such enthusiasm in our first IPC 
topic of a Mission to Mars, work for this topic will soon 
be completed and on display around the school for you to 
see. The children enjoyed our entry point topic which  
involved going across the fields at the back of Treviglas to 
a piece of barren land where the children had to decide if 
they could find enough resources in the area for them to be 
able to survive. They had to think about food, water and 
shelter and how they could obtain these. 
 
Those that went on our Year 5 Camp to Delaware this 
year had a great time. Check out the photos on our school  
website. The camp challenges fitted in perfectly with our 
Mission to Mars topics with the children being taught  
survival techniques, building their own shelters, making 
their own food, trying to be self-sufficient and learning 
skills that they could use in any environment. The children 
went Rafting and Orienteering on Kitt Hill, Squeezing on 
Dartmoor and had shelter building and fire making  
sessions to name but a few back on the site. We were very 
fortunate with the weather and the hiking on Dartmoor 
was just amazing.  
  
Year 5 is very fortunate in being given the opportunity to 
take part in Bike-ability sessions. ‘Bike-ability’ is a  
National scheme aimed at giving children the skills to  
cycle safely and make journeys on quiet roads. It is the 
Cycling Proficiency for the 21st Century! The course  
consists of 6 sessions taught during the school day. The 
first session is on the school playground, the following 
sessions are taught on local roads.  Learning and  
practicing on real roads with a qualified instructor helps 
develop skills, knowledge, confidence and experience in 
safe cycling. We hope as many children as possible can 
take part in these worthwhile sessions to help keep them 

safe on our busy roads. Please complete the forms that we 
have sent home to you and return them to us as soon as 
possible. Weather dependent we hope to start the sessions 
in the week Mon 3rd Oct. Further information about these 
sessions will be going home shortly. 
 
As we start October we hope to settle back into our normal 
weekly routines. Homework, Spellings and Times-table 
challenges will be given out on a Friday each week and 
have to be returned by Thursday of the following week 
please to ensure time for marking. Reading books should 
be coming home every night and we would like you to 
sign them please to say that your child has read. 
 
It will soon be parent’s evenings and we are looking  
forward to meeting you all on an individual basis.  
However if you need to speak to us before this then please 
do not hesitate to catch us on the playground at the end of 
the day or request that we get in touch with you either by 
leaving a message on the door in the mornings or by ring-
ing the school office. 
 
Thank you for your on-going support, 
. 
Julie Jenkin, Simon Rowe and the Year 
5 Team. 

 
 

October Sports News 
 

Physical Education is highly valued at St 
Columb Minor Academy. Your child has access in school 
time to 2 hours of PE each week. Throughout the year the 
focus for your child will vary but they will access: 
 
Foundation Stage: Gymnastics and Games 
Key Stage 1: Gymnastics, Dance and Games 
Key Stage 2: Gymnastics, Dance, Games, Athletics, 
Swimming and Outdoor Education. 
 
Each of these sports has core skills that your child begin to 
learn, practice and master.  
 
In addition to this, the school offers a wide variety of after 
school sports clubs that enable your child to access at least 
1 more hour of sport each week. 
 
There are also many local community sports clubs and  
organisations that your child can attend to widen their  
experience of sport beyond the school provision. To  
access information about these please go to: 
www.cornwallfisdirectory.org.uk and they will provide 
you points of contacts for a range of sports. We are always 
very interested to see and hear about children’s sporting 
success outside of school. If your child has a sports 
achievement to celebrate please let us know so that we can 
share it with the rest of the Blue School Community! 
 
It is really important that you encourage your child to be 
“sport ready”. This means that they need the correct  
clothing with them every day at school. They need shorts, 
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a t-shirt and trainers or plimsolls. They must have a 
change of t-shirt and not use the one they have had on all 
day. This is for personal hygiene reasons. Equally, they 
must have a change of footwear for hygiene and safety 
reasons. During the winter they can bring tracksuits for 
lessons outside. 
 
If you would like any further information on core skills or 
your child’s access to PE in school or outside of school, 
please do not hesitate to contact Mrs Cotterill. 
 

 
 
Key Stage 2 SATS 2012 
 
You may be aware that there have been  
issues surrounding the tests for Year 6  

children and over the past couple of years teacher unions 
have been negotiating with the government to make 
changes. 
 
Changes for 2012 have been announced. All of the  
children in our current Year 6 classes will sit the tests next 
year. (14th—18th May 2012), but there will only be test 
papers in Reading and Maths. Writing will be assessed  
internally via teacher assessment only.  We will still con-
tinue to assess our children throughout the year using a 
variety of assessment techniques. 
 
All Year 6 parents will soon be invited to a special  
meeting to discuss the tests and how best to support your 
child in the lead up and during the tests. We will show 
some sample papers  and recommend some homework  
actvities. This will be your opportunity to ask any  
questions about the process.  
 
Please note that no holiday leave will be granted during 
SATs week, all children are expected to be in attendance. 

 
 
What is SEN?  
Who is the SEN co-ordinator? 
 
 As we continue with the new term I wanted 

to introduce myself and my role in our school. You may 
know who I am and what I do in school because your 
child has found learning in school tricky for a while, or 
you know your child needs extra help and how they get it, 
but it might be that you are worrying that your child seems 
to be struggling now or more than they were. You may be 
new to our school, so you won’t know how we can  
support your child if they struggle. It is my role alongside 
your child’s class teacher and a team of TA’s to make sure 
they get that extra help and that you know about it. 
 
SEN – stands for Special Educational Needs. These needs 
may be very broad, varying from falling behind in literacy 
to needing help to eat and a computer to speak for the 
child. At St Columb Minor Academy we have and will  
support children with a range of needs. We do this in a  
variety of ways including extra adult support during  

lessons, extra time to learn the skills needed to make  
progress with either the class teaching assistant or in  
Focused out of class groups. We also ask for and  
encourage support from outside agencies like  
physiotherapists, Speech and Language therapists and 
county advisors. Most importantly we aim to work closely 
with you as parents. 
 
As the SENCO (SEN co-ordinator) it is my job to  
co-ordinate the support for your children. It is also my job 
and something I am passionate about to make sure you as 
parents and us as the school build a partnership to support 
your children by informing and communicating with each 
other as much as possible. That doesn’t mean I know all 
the SEN children but it does mean I make sure their needs 
are met either in school or using outside help.  
 
We try to communicate with you at all times and teachers 
will speak to you if they are concerned your child is not 
making the progress they should be in their school life. If 
you are worried that your child is not happy,  struggling to 
remember facts, always in trouble or not reading well 
please speak to your child’s class teacher or pop in and 
have a chat with me. 
 
If your child does need extra help you will receive an ap-
pointment to meet your child’s class teacher to discuss 
what they find tricky and how we propose to help 
them.This is written down in a plan called an IEP 
(Individual Education Plan). You may also receive a letter 
asking for permission for your child to be part of a group 
eg. Rainbow Roads, Time to Talk or Basic Skills. These 
groups run during the school day and give your child extra 
practice at whatever skill they need to practice more. You 
should see a red book- an Individual Education Plan or 
Special Book that shows the ways your child is being sup-
ported to achieve their IEP targets. 
 
We want you to know how your child is being supported  
in school and how to help them in similar ways if you can. 
We ask you to share the IEP book with your child and 
write in it. Once a month we have a SEN Parents Support 
group meeting for you to tell us about your children and 
support their needs as well as us telling you how we are 
supporting your child. At this meeting there is always in-
formation about other support that may be available out of 
school for you and your families. Coffee, a biscuit and a 
chat are also an important part of this meeting where you 
can get to know other parents whose children are receiving 
extra support. 
 
I hope this gives you a clearer idea of how all our children 
are supported and how we can work together to make sure 
this is the best support possible. 
 
Tamsin Irons SENCo/Assistant Headteacher 
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Sharks and Whales 
News Year 6 
 
 The children are continuing to 
work very hard in Year 6 with 

superb enthusiasm. Thank you for the turn out to our  
Welcome Meeting for parents. We feel this evening was 
very successful and served to give you a real insight into 
this important year. We hope that you have all received 
the information from this evening. If you haven’t, please 
let us know so that we can make sure you do. 
 
All children now have a multiplication card to aid their 
tables understanding and practice their tables as the Maths 
they are doing demands a good knowledge of  
multiplication facts. We have set the children the  
challenge of knowing all the tables on the card by  
Christmas! Please encourage them to be learning these as 
often as possible! They are so very important throughout 
all the maths in year 6! 
 
We would also like to draw your attention to the fact that 
children really must be reading at home each night. We 
feel it is vital that the children read 4 times a week to aid 
all areas of the curriculum. The children are all reading at 
their own levels and need practice at many different skills, 
understanding of text, expression when reading, building 
their vocabulary banks etc. There are opportunities for 
reading in school too and the children’s books should be 
in school to use with us and other members of staff. We 
will be rewarding children that are reading regularly so 
please encourage them and make sure you, or they, sign 
their link card. 
 
We would like to thank you for ensuring that 100% of the 
children had their P.E kit for the first week. As a reminder 
though, your child needs separate footwear for outdoor 
games, preferably trainers. Plimsols are not suitable as 
outdoor footwear. They will also require warmer clothing 
as we progress into the winter months. 
 
One World Week was a spectacular week in Year 6 
where we learnt a lot about our  new host country Nepal 
The children also took part in a variety of activities on our 
Green Day and have all made pledges to look after our 
world. 
 
Two weeks ago we went on our exhilarating coastal walk 
to discover the features which make our coastline so  
special and how tourism has contributed to making 
Newquay the town it is today. The children investigated 
caves, experienced coastal erosion first hand and  
discovered the impact that people and tourism have on our 
coastline. They also walked over eight miles with a  
welcome lunch on the beach inside Newquay Harbour! 
The children were very well behaved and a credit to our 
school whilst out in our community. Well done! 
 
Over the first six weeks of this term, Year 6 are learning 
about Holiday locations. This unit focuses on a range of 
subjects including geography, art, music and ICT. If your 

child has some work to research, please help them, but 
without actually doing the work! 
 
We have been notified by County Hall that many of you 
have submitted your applications for a secondary school 
place. Those of you that haven’t must think about doing 
this soon. Closing date is 31st October. If you have any 
queries, please don’t hesitate to contact one of us or the 
school office. 
 
 
Russ Withers, Emma Stewart 
and all the Year 6 Team 

 
 
Dressed to Learn 
 
Thank you to all of you for your tremendous 
efforts in preparing your children for school this 

year! You will remember, that at the end of last term, I 
wrote to all parents to remind you that we do expect all 
children to be in full school uniform.   
 
If anyone is unsure what school uniform is made up of 
please consult the school website before you buy anything. 
 
It is important that children are in appropriate footwear 
and we do expect children to wear black school shoes and 
bring trainers / plimsolls for P.E.  Those with long hair 
need to have it tied back as loose hair is a health and  
safety risk. We would prefer hairbands etc. to be in school 
colours with no excessive accessories. Children should not 
be wearing jewellery. (Stud earrings have to be taped for 
P.E. and removed for swimming.) Make up and nail  
varnish are not appropriate for school.  
 
Our school uniform is smart and attractive and very  
popular with both children and parents.   
 
We believe firmly in school uniform because:  
· It is smart and distinctive 
· It encourages a positive view of the school and  
            improves the child’s attitude and hence their  
 performance in the classroom 
· It prevents competition between children in what 

they wear (and it works out cheaper in the long 
run) 

· It encourages a community ownership of the school 
· It stops arguments in the morning about what the 

child is going to wear! 
·  
CHILDREN MUST COME TO SCHOOL DRESSED 
TO LEARN 
UNIFORM REFLECTS OUR GENERAL HIGH 
STANDARDS 
 
If you would like to buy uniform for your child but are 
finding it difficult to afford, please do not hesitate to pop 
along to our ‘nearly new uniform shop’ on a Tuesday after 
school or come in to see me. (Jennie Walker) 
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