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It was a real
honour to be
invited to take
part in the
Help the
Heroes Service
at Truro
Cathedral on
22nd March.

g s e e o

Keeping you in touch with events at St. Columb Mino School

Welcome to the April / May edition of ‘Blue Briefin

A huge well done to everyone who took part in tleern@sh Choir. The concert, which
was organised by Newquay Tretherras, was in aideoHelp for Heroes Charity. We
were so proud of our children, they sang beauwifaid really enjoyed the amazing
experience. It was a most enjoyable evening andusgelves were entertained by a
fabulous Choir all the way from America as welbgsthe other Newquay schools.

The evening ended with everyone joining togethgreidorm ~ You Raise Me Up’
which was very thought provoking and emotional.dbte we believe the event raised
around £1800.00 with some monies still to com@iheart- felt thanks must go to thos

of you who supported the event and purchased sicketvonderful experience!

This month’s edition of ‘Blue Briefing’ is packedvimportant information and interesting articlé3nce
you've read it, keep it handy, so that you know 8haiming up throughout the month! Looks like aroth
exciting month at Blue School!

"
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Welcome

During March we welcomed Liz

Shufflebothan, a new Assistant School
Business Manager, who will be working to suppott Gi
Harper in school. Over the next financial year @ill
begin to work with four other schools in our local
area as part of a National College for School Lestdp
initiative to encourage schools to benefit from the
expertise of the school business manager rolesGill
primary role will still be within our school andish
represents a great opportunity for her. We hopeltlza
will enjoy working with us and that Gill will enjothe
challenge ahead!

One child joined our school last month. We woule lfo
welcome Betsy Cross and her family to the St Columb
Minor area. Betsy has joined Mackerel. We hope shat
and her family will be happy at our school.

We were sad to say goodbye to our Modern Foreign
Language assistant Elena Sheheredina at the end of
March. Eleyna had not been with us long but she is
moving away from the area. We wish her luck!

Foundation Stage News
Starfish and Jellyfish

looking forward to some lovely sunny weather fag th
Easter holidays.

The children have really

enjoyed the topic oflp, up

and Away. It seemed to fire

their imagination in building

and making machines and

models. We have been

learning about sentence

construction and writing in

literacy. In maths we have

explored measures, repeating

patterns and subtraction. The

children have risen to all their

challenges this term and we

have been extremely pleased

with their progress.
Our topic after
the Easter
break is
‘Treasure’
which promises
to be very
exciting and
enjoyable.
During this top-
ic we will be
learning all
about pirates

and treasure and will even be writing our own girat
stories over the course of a week in our literasgbns.
The children will be making and painting lots afdsure
items, as well as going on lots of treasure huihtsbrder
for the children to experience this topic as musihay
can we would like them to come dressed up as seffioa
the first two days back after the Easter holidays!
(Wednesday 27 April and Thursday 28April). An eye
patch, head scarf and a stripy t-shirt would batjre

We are also proposing a visit to Porth beach. iBeta
about this trip will be sent out nearer the timat, flease
keep this date free if you would like to help ushathis
trip.

Along with our exciting topic learning we will beriting
lots of sentences focusing on letter and structarmaths
we will be consolidating our learning in additiGubtrac-
tion, shape and position and developing lots of akilis.

Thank you for supporting your child with their réagl
and tricky words. We have seen a fantastic imprargm
in their recognition of the words and they are now
beginning to use them in their sentence writing.

Have a lovely Easter Holiday and we look forward to
seeing you all in your pirate outfits!!

Finally could we ask that your child has
suitable footwear in their PE bags as we

hope to do lots of outdoor learning this

term, through games and sports.

The Foundation Stage Team.

Term Dates for the Year

Spring Term 2011 ends on Friday 8th April
Summer Term 2011

27th April— 26th July

Half term Mon 30th May—3rd June

**Monday 6th June Training Day for staff*fhis is a
change!

URGENT Year 6 SATS week 2011 is

May 9th—12th, 2011

It is very important that your
child is in school this week and in the weeks ptiothe
tests. No holiday leave will be sanctioned durfBgT’s
week for Year 6 pupils.

Autumn Term 2011

6th September—15th December

Friday 21st October Training Day for staff
Half Term 24th October—28th October

Spring Term 2011
4th January—30th March
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Important dates in April and May
29th April & 2nd May BANK HOLIDAYS

4th May 6.00p.m. Friends of Blue School
Meeting —we welcome all parents and friends to this
meeting , which will be in the staffroom.

For Year 2 parents

KS1 assessments 2011 3rd May—12th May
For Year 3/4 /5 parents

assessments 2011 3rd May—~6th May

Advance notice!

Tuesdays and Wednesdays after Half Term

New Foundation Stage children 2011 in schofr
Learning Together programme. All parents / cardlisbe
receiving letters in early May.

Clams and Limpets
Year 1 News

We have had a great time learning all about
‘Celebrations’ in our own culture and others around the
World. We have linked our literacy with RE and stories
from different cultures such as that of Rama and Si
which comes from the Hindu religion.

Our trip toParadise Parkwas fantastic and led to lots of
learning, such as writing ‘Information Boards' itetacy

and making amazing masks in Design and Technology.

The pancake making was enjoyed by all especially Mr
Bennetts!

We are looking forward to our morning at the chuoch
Wednesday April 6th when we are learning about
weddings. The children will be great “guests” asyth
watch the “bride and groom” exchange their “vows”.
Parents are very welcome to come along and throw
confetti. We shall leave school at 10am and relyrn
11am for the “wedding reception.”

Lots of children are now practising their maths amiing
at home and bringing this in to share with us. Sofme
their stories have been amazing. When they areingik
home you could check the things that we are workimg
in class:

Making sure that a sentence has finger spaces, 4
capital letter at the start and a full stop atehd.
Read out sentences with key words.

Practice learning pairs of numbers that add uto
and doubles e.g. 8+2=10, 4+4=8

Our next topic is Dressing Up”. We will start with a
dressing up day on Wednesday 27th April, whereoitlad/
be great if the children could wear an outfit frbstory.
It might be a Medieval knight or lady. It could beave-
man or a Roman. It might be from the Victorian t&oe
from the sixties. We will look at all of the costemand
take photographs to make a timeline and think ahout
clothes have changed through history.

seen our wonderful photograph timelines on dispiathe
corridor! If you can participate in this it reakyarts the
topic off on a high and engages the children in kboyes
and materials have changed over the years. If ged n
any inspiration come in and see us! Why don’t yaueha
little competition with each other to guess wivatwill be
wearing?

A very big thank you to all of those parents wheegup
their precious time to help in class with spellingsading,
cooking, art and craft work and trips.

We wish you all a greatCelebration” at

Easter and look forward to your wonderful

costumes on the first day back.

Hmm what will we wear?!!

From all the staff in Year 1.

is meeting again soon!

In an attempt to keep all parents better infornmsalia
how we are supporting their children’s learning vedd
monthly meetings for any parents whose childreroare
the record of need.

The aim of the meetings is to share informationuabhow
the school supports children both in and out ofosthit
is also an opportunity for you to support each otéwed
chat about your experiences and needs with a ctgeof
or possibly even a biscuit or cake.

Our PSA is always available to let us know of
opportunities within our communities that may bénedir
children. If you are interested please come alortye
right-hand side mobile a®am on Thurs 28" April and/
or Thurs 26" May. We meet every last Thursday of the
month so if you can’t come along this time pop next
months meeting in your diary

We look forward to meeting you.

Tamsin Irons Assistant Headteacher & SENCO
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Oysters and Mussels
Year 2 News

We are just completing our topidowers
and Insectswhich the children thoroughly enjoyed. They
have surprised us with their knowledge about liviiniggs
and have asked many interesting questions. We lnzse
impressed with the number of children bringing aoks
or work that they have done at home which is linteed
our topic.

Our new topic will beTime Detectives During this unit
we will be focusing on history, science and art./lWe
also be developing our understanding of the wadnid.
history, we will be discovering ways to find out about the
past including different clues that are left behamdl how
to sort and sequence clues from our own familiestpin
science we will be investigating the properties of ditet
materials and what happens to different materidlsnv
they are left over time. lart, we’ll be looking closely at
some historical objects and how artists have ctetiese
objects.

The first two weeks in May are very important foet
Year 2 children as we will be carrying out a sedés
assessments. These will be part of our on-goindc\and
it is especially important that your children atesehool
during these two weeks.

We continue to say thank you for helping your atatd
with reading, spelling and number facts at homeedtly
makes a difference to your children. As usual, vee a
asking that if you have any spare time and wolkel 1o
come into school and work alongside us and your
children, then please give us a shout — we would to
hear from you.

We will be sending home a reading comprehension and
maths task for your child to complete during théday.
Please give them the support they need to

complete these.

We wish you a happy Easter break.
The Year 2 team!

Free School Meals

Does your family receive any of the following
benefits, as your child(ren) will be entitled to
free school meals.

Income Support

Income- -
related Employment and Support Allowance
Support under Part VI of the Immigration and
Asylum Act 1999

The Guarantee element of State Pension Credit
Child Tax Creditprovided you are not entitled to
Working Tax Credit and have an annual income
(as assessed by HM Revenue & Customs) that
does not exceed £16,190

Working Tax Credit during the four-week period
immediately after your employment finishes or
after you start to work less than 16 hours perkwee

To claim, you need to fill out a form that can liher
downloaded from the Cornwall County website:
http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=7554
or from the school office.

You donot have to bring proof of your benefits into
school, as your entitlement is checked automayicaitl
electronically by the Local Authority. Return ydiarm to
the Local Authority NOT school. The process is guaad
simple. And it is worthwhile considering, even dwyare
only claiming benefits for a short-time. And rememb
you still have the flexibility to choose which daysur
child has school dinners or packed lunch!

Jenny Alldis, Parent Governor

NEW CHILDREN'S MAGAZINE
100% FOR CHILDREN,
100% WRITTEN BY CHILDREN

On sale Monday 4th - Thursday 7th April at lunchesmin
the Year 5 work area
Cost: 20p
See Poster for more information (on back page!)

Opportunity for Brownies

1 St Columb Minor Brownies now has a few
vacancies for more information please call Sue Gasa
01637 860347.

(In case you don't recognise the name Sue is ingehaf
our school kitchen!!)
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E[I[LM @ﬂ_—,@ Year 6 have been fantastic film

club members, watching
enthusiastically, talking about their experienced a
writing reviews for the website atww.filmclub.org

Here are some examples following recent screenings:

STREETDANCE
I love this film, the cool dance moves in it and lbve to
see it another time soon. Hope you like it too getinto
dance! (Jason)

THE DIARY OF A WIMPY KID

I loved this film, it was soo good!!! Its about ayowho is
going to middle school and has a mean big brotheute
little brother and an embarrassing best friend. tdot
forget a freaky nerdy geeky boy, Fregly. It isttdibit
disgusting at times but it is nothing too bad. Ehare
simply too many good words to describe this mowie s

The next Film Club Season starting_ on Tuesd&M&yi_s
for Year 2! This will be a 5 week season endirtgrafalf
term on Tuesdaythmune. Film Club finishes at 5pm.
Letters will follow with more information and a peis-
sion slip! Places for Film Club are not limited eseery
child who wants to come can!

Sarah Woodfinden and Maggie Simpson

Attendance News

We are very pleased that we have had a
significant reduction in children with attendanddess
than 85%.

However, we remain concerned about children whe mis
the beginning of morning sessions. i.e. they aitao
school. We appreciate mornings can be mayhem!!e€rher
are always those things which make a prompt araval
school tricky!

In school we have worked hard to ensure a struttutiee
start of the day, so that children are enablec:tibes
quickly and focus on their learning. Children aeetpf a
whole school assembly, which helps them with their
feeling of belonging. Often children are told abaiat
the day entails. All children are encouraged t@ tpért in
a writing or maths activity which may be sharedwitie
class later and is an opportunity for less formatimg /
maths work.

Please could we ask that you try to ensure youd i
here at school for 8.45am. We will be monitoring th
situation and look forward to seeing improvemermtstn
term.

Reporting Absence

A huge thank you to all parents who take the

trouble to phone school to report their child’s
absence. It is very much appreciated and we knatv th
you recognise the importance of regular attendance.

Please remember that if you do not contact the®ffie
will phone or text you to find out the reason fouy
child’s absence. If no contact can be made and:ason
is given these absences are recorded as ‘unawtdris
Remember:
Please phone in if your child will not be in school
Please let us know if your child will be late besau
of a medical appointment
Please help us to avoid ‘unauthorised’ absencgsufare
planning a holiday or leave of absence, call in @fidto
the office for advice and the correct form

Working together will mean that our attendance
figures continue to rise!!!

Michelle Smith (Induction tutor)

PPS!!II Dinner money needs to come into school ewer

3:‘ Musical Theatre Group !

Firstly | must agree with Mrs. Walker
in saying a huge well done to all the children vdezame
members of the Cornish Choir. What an amazing
experience we had. Thank you to St Columb Major and
The Bishops for joining with us.

As | have said before | am always on the look ouinew
exciting events for our Choir to take part in. Tiext one
| have entered us in is called "The Big Sing’ whikh
going to take place at Watergate Bay Beach in dfitigis
year, | was delighted to hear that our applicatiad been
chosen along with only five other schools across
Cornwall. Look out for further information regardithis
event in the next Blue Briefing.

Just a reminder that Choir takes place every Tiayrgd
my classroom (Year 5 Swordfish) at 12.15pm for &2
12.45pm for KS1. Everyone is welcome, the more the
merrier!

Musical Theatre.

It is now time to start rehearsing for this ye&@ismmer
Show. Musical Theatre will be held every Wednesday
lunch-time in my classroom Year 5 Swordfish from
12.15pm — 12.35pm. So if we have any budding xefact
singers or Oscar winning performers then this ésdiub
for you.

Musical Theatre is open to children in Years 5 @&nd
initially. Being in the show requires a big commént so
only join if you are able to attend on Tuesdaychiimes
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and on Fridays after school in the second halhef t
Summer term, last year we also had to do a codple o
Sunday rehearsals to sort out costumes, lightidgsannd
checks etc. Musical Theatre is a great fun eveheto
involved in so come along.

Julie Jenkin  Choir and Music Subject Leader.

Mackerel and Cod News
Year 3

We are now at the end of our
topic onEarthquakes and Volcanoesnd are ready to
begin our learning abolinosaurs. We have also been
working on our solar ovens made from recycled nalter
We are looking forward to having a grand cook tffsee
which will cook the best. Our best entries willdzanned
into the computer, and e-mailed off to Peru to carap
with their ideas.

We are ready to start our next todignosaurs,which
begins immediately after the Easter holidays. Ve ar
hoping to welcome “Dinosaurs in Schools” to ouraah
on 4" of May. This is a whole day experience which
provides children with first hand experience of dilang
fossils. The fossil expert is accompanied by adife
replica of a Veloceraptor. Children very much enlog
photo opportunities of them apparently being chdsed
dinosaur.

During the topic we will be learning about the difnt
time periods when dinosaurs lived, making a timelend
about different ideas to explain why the dinosalies!
out. In Science we will be finding out about how
scientists collect evidence about dinosaurs andtbow
make deductions from it. We will be learning abbatv
the dinosaurs lived and moved, what they ate andtab
the other animals and plants which lived at theesime
as the dinosaurs. We will also be making models and
developing our art skills through sketching anchpag.

In maths we will be continuing to reinforce childie
understanding of multiplication and division. Wdlaiso
be working on problem solving skills and understagd
of different units of measure including money, rastr
kilograms and litres. We really appreciate youpheith
learning tables at home. This really helps to suppo
children’s confidence with maths in the classroom.

We have also now finished our 6 swimming sessios a
will be doing indoor and outdoor PE throughout the
summer term. Please could you make sure that yolar ¢
has their full PE kit in school, with plimsolls trainers
that fit. We suspect that several children will dav
outgrown their shoes since they wore them lasP®rand
unfortunately we do not have any spares in our geaup
that they may borrow.

Looking forward to the Summer term, we were really
pleased with the response to Camp in July. If yeuew
unsure about whether or not your child would want t

attend, but now think that they would, it is nod late to
join us. Please speak to Simon Rowe or Helen Will§o
you would like more details.

We hope you have a great holiday
and look forward to seeing you
again in the Summer Term.

Helen Willson and Simon Rowe
(Year 3 team)

VACANCY

TEACHING ASSISTANT — MFL Grade C
(Variable Hours Contract)
10 hours

A Teaching Assistant is required to join the tedrSta
Columb Minor School. Four afternoons per week (Mon
Thurs) 1.15 - 3.15 (+ preparation time)

This post is to work with a group of children teach
Modern Foreign Languages.A good level of any
European language is required, though German thRren
would be preferred, together with previous expergeof
working with a group of children.

We have a commitment to safeguarding children had t
successful applicant will be required to provide an
enhanced CRB disclosure. Application form and ferrth
details are available from Michelle in the schoffice.

Closing date 28th April 3 p.m.

Leadership Team roles

Since the retirement of Mrs Ali Major at

Christmas both Julie Jenkin and Emma Lawton
have been temporarily appointed to share the
responsibility of the role that she carried out.

Julie Jenkin is Upper Key Stage 2 Leader (Year® &
and Emma Lawton is Lower Key Stage 2 Leader (Year 3
& 4).

Both teachers were initially appointed to thesetmos
for two terms ending at the end of the Summer term
however this has now been extended to the endeof th
Autumn Term 2011.

If you have any problems / questions relating esthyear
groups please see the appropriate leader. If ttegdeen
an issue relating to your child and the classteaishaot
available it will be the appropriate leader thattects
you.

If you require their help and support for whatereason
please do not hesitate to pop in and see them.
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Otter & Seal News
Year 4

This is always a busy and fun

packed term and this year will be no
exception with new topics, sports days and camjaio
forward to. Over the next four weeks we will be
continuing our unit, Significant People’. We all enjoyed
our afternoon spent making frames and talking atiaut
people who are significant to us. Thanks to eveeyir
sending in photos and pictures.

In art, we’'ll be focusing on Sir John Everett Midlaand
Daniel Njoroge from Kenya. In history, we’ll be éimg

out about people who have made a significant impact
our lives then and now including Sir Francis Drake,
William Shakespeare and Martin Luther King. In neusi
we will be learning about traditional Kenyan and@sh
styles and instruments and learning some Cornishsso

In Science we will be studying the effects of diéfet
foods on our body and how to keep our bodies aathte
healthy.

Can we please take this opportunity to remind yioat t
homework is sent home and due in on Fridays aloitiy w
spellings and times tables. As it is finally gedgtivarmer
we will be able to do most of our PE outside, seapk
make sure your child’s PE kit is in school every déong
with a water bottle that they can have during lassand
playtimes.

Sports Update
What an exciting time we have had in sport this
recently!

The boys football team have been very succesEifidy
have played the following matches and achieved some
great results:

Goonhavern (Home) 3-1

Goonhavern (Away) 2-0

Biscovey (Away) 3-2

Newquay Junior School (Away) 3-3

Bishops school (Home) 4-0

| was very fortunate to be
present at some of these games.
They were thrilling to say the
least and | was very proud of

all of the boys. As we go to
press we are waiting for a
confirmation e-mail to let us
know if we have won the

league.

Ryan Edyvean on the attack
and leaping for a header in
front of the Newquay goal!

On March 3¥ we have the final game of the season
against St Petrocs at home. It is a friendly taoncbaff the
season. We will also see the girls football teaay it this
time and we are looking forward to this. Can | téke

We are delighted that Porthpean Camp is going ahead opportunity to thank Graham Cook for his support in

from Wednesday 25—Friday 27" May. There will be a
meeting for the parents of the children involvedMan
9™ May from 6pm to discuss the itinerary and answsr a
questions.

We all

enjoyed the

trip to

Poldark

Mine where

we learnt

loads about

the

conditions

that some

children

worked in.

The classes

also really enjoyed
panning for gems, however no diamonds were found on
this occasion.

Many thanks for your continuing support.

The Keepers of the Otters an
Seals

refereeing the games.

Our Year 4 boys have enjoyed a month of footbalhing
from Keith Cotterill. They have had a taste ofrirag
ready for the school team. | was watching themaaing
last week and | am rather impressed with the prioigis
talent that is coming through. | look forward tese the
boys at training in September.

We have also had brilliant success in this yeadar@y
Cross Country Finals where many of our children
represented Restormel.
Notable performances were from:
Year 4 — Imogen Jones "9
Ben Henwood 2%
Year 5 — Lewis Cotterill 18
Jordan Zervas ™2
Year 6 — Elliot Riley 22
Millie Heane 73

A huge well done goes to all of these childrentipalarly
Imogen who had only run a few races before handirg
we need to say a huge thank you to Bev Pearceefor h
hard work training the teams during this term and
attending the events with the children.

After Easter, the sports clubs will change to mftbe
summer season of sports. If your child wishes teendta
club they must complete a permission slip. Pleasel ¢
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remind parents that if your child cannot attendud cthey
must let the teacher in charge know. It is not appiaiprto
send a message through a friend! This is for thein
safety as we phone home to check on every childdues
not attend a club. This can waste valuable cluletim

Finally, we have some exciting sports events orhtirézon
as it is national Sports Week Jund'27July . We are
planning some exciting sports opportunities forc¢hédren
during this week and more details will follow irethext
edition of Blue Briefing.

Nikki Cotterill
Assistant Headteacher and PE Subject Leader

Yellow Pages

Well done to everyone who recycled the front

cover of their old yellow pages!

Thank you so much. But we still need your help! rehare
lots more remote villages in Kenya where childremwanable
to attend school due to the fact that they havehaoes and
we can keep helping them towards the chance of an
education and the positive future that this brings.

The first batch has been sent out and we hopentb @eother
in June so please keep sending any unwanted shbema
that are still in a reasonable condition to Misgldgs class.

Any contributions towards the cost of postage waléb be
appreciated as each parcel can cost up to £100.

Thank you for your support and contributions.
Remarkable Reading Recovery.
Congratulations to Lucy Northwood from

Oysters who has now reached the end of her
Reading Recovery Programme with remarkable results!

We came 8 amongst the large schools and won £50 for the

school.
The School Council are deciding what to use thef850

Used Postage Stamps

Please could you put any used
postage stamps into the box in the library. Wegaiag to
support the ‘Teacher’s Post Used Stamp Appeal’ e/aéir
the funds currently go to ‘Barnados’, the childenharity.
Thank you.

Shoes for Kenya

WOW! Look at all the shoes
which have been donated!

So far we have over 90 pairs of
shoes that have been sent in by children, parendtstaff.

When Lucy began the programme in September hemgad
was in need of some support and after just 16 wetd#aily
lessons she has reached and gone beyond all petstar

Lucy now knows strategies to make sure her reading
accurate, fluent and expressive and also how ity lesden
to her own reading to check it makes sense.

Lucy’s success is partly due to the regular readhmghas
been doing at home and is a great example of hdw da
reading at home can boost progress and confidence.

Lucy said the story of ‘The Lost Puppy’ was herdarite,
about a puppy that turns up on a little girl's dsiep all wet
and sad. The little girl then goes on to find a w@aget the
lost puppy back to his owner. “I like the happy e’ said
Lucy. “It was all good in the end!”

Well done Lucy! A remarkable reader!

0
-
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As your child takes their

° °
Waterwise Swim School e
educational ladder for life.

Providers of high quality care

We are a 62 place Full Day Care Nursery and
of school club, registered for children aged 0-1
years of age.

We are situated in the grounds of St Columb
Minor School.

For more information please phone 01637 877073.

P #$ #$ "# 1S "%& 1% www.firststepsnewquay.co.uk

ST COLUMB MINOR
PARISH CHURCH

Invite all to their Services Adve rt S pace

every Sunday

8:00211:00am & 6:00pm I I
Crécheadlable O en . u

Cant
R&hris McQuillen-Wright
rioore information
63l 877165
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Parents’ Consultation Evenings

We have been especially pleased with the

number of parents and carers who
attended Parents’ Consultation meetings recently.
Attendance levels have been at 98%! This leavesanl
very small number of parents who have not beentable
make it. If you are one of these parents, pleasidifee to
contact your child’s classteacher and make an appent
as soon as possible.

For those of you who did attend you will know how
important this recent meeting was. Children witthividual
educational plans had their targets reviewed andlfo
children we were looking ahead to their predicted
achievements at the end of this academic yeas.nbt too
late to come in!!! Perhaps you were on holidaylagri
couldn’t make it for some other reason. If our diéh are
going to make the best possible progress in schediave
to work in partnership with you.

Garden

Children in Years 5, 3 and 2
have been busy sowing broad beans and preparidg see
potatoes to plant out in our garden this montheyTthave
also been busy planting tree saplings in our nyraeza
which have been
kindly donated by the
Woodland Trust and
Newquay in Bloom.

Once these are more

established they will

be planted in the

school grounds. If

your child is

interested in joining a

garden club after

Easter — please see

Mrs Willson in Year

3. If you are able to spare a few hours a wedletp look
after the garden and plants in our greenhouse @kgasak
to our Site Manager, Nigel Timpson.

Developing Sustainable Schools Conference
As part of our commitment to share best practidk, G

Delourme, Sustainability Co-ordinator from Cornwall
Learning, jointly hosted a sustainability confereat the
Royal Cornwall Showground in Wadebridge last month.
Over 80 delegates representing schools throughout
Cornwall attended the conference to listen to two
inspirational, national keynote speakers and raelibitors
able and willing to support schools on their Ecariey,
who kindly
sponsored the event
with the Ashden
team. Delegates
were also able to
attend 3 different
workshops available
throughout the day

to support and share good practice which ultimatediuces
our carbon footprint.

Climate Week Challenge

At the end of March many children took part in diblaal
Challenge to combat climate change. Pupils woiked
teams to create and plan different ways to makeséipe
impact on the environment. The School Council ttieose
the winning teams from 3 categories which have been
submitted to the Climate Week team and hope to kivew
outcome early in April. We were delighted thatnsany
classes wanted to participate in the event toridydo
something that would enhance the environment irckviaie
live.

Out of all the entries Mrs Harper and Mrs Woodfinddose
1 winner from each year group, to be entered théoschool
council vote. All of the year group winners atteddiee first
half of the council meeting, explaining their ideghen
they left each school council member voted on their
favourite green idea. By the end of the tense gotive had
decided on the overall winner ...

The Year 5 entry ‘CAR WASH’! Our School council
members agreed on this winner because they wollietto
rain water to wash the cars with, and with the nyathey
raised they would support eco friendly charities!

The Adventure Playground

Our official opening day was blessed with
fantastic weather which enabled every child indtleool to
have their first adventurous session on our equipnighe
day went well with no injuries and a fantastic sipictures
in the local papers.

Every lunchtime the children now have the oppotiuta
use the equipment and teachers are now access$ingse in
curriculum time where they feel it will be of beitab their
class learning. Just a reminder that flat sole@shwith a
good grip, are essential for safe play on the eqaipt.

One final reminder is that the equipment is ndi¢aised
before or after school by the children as theriplay
leader present to supervise the play.
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Summer term clubs 2011

We are extremely proud of ourselves to have taleehip

Half Term)

Day Name of club Name of teachers Time and meeting place
Monday Athletics (Yr3/4/5/6) Mrs. Pearce 3.15 - 4.15 Whales’ Room
Tennis (Yr5/6) Mr. Withers 3.15 - 4.15 Sharks’ Room
Let's Get Active (Yr 2/3) Mrs. Cotterill /Miss.Stewart | 3.15 — 4.15 Hall
Tuesday Ocarina Mrs. Walker Lunchtime Mackerel
Cooking (invitation only) Miss. Cunningham 3.15—5.20 Hall
Tag Rugby —(Yr 1/2) Mr. Bennetts 3.15 - 4.15 Limpets’ Roonp
Writing Club (Yr 3/4/5/6) Mrs. Hoyle 3.15 - 4.15 Mussels’ Room
Country Dancing Miss Taylor & Miss Begley| 3.15—4.15 Hall
(Yr3/4/5/6)
Film Club (invited Mrs Woodfinden & Miss Oysters Room
members) Simpson 3.15—5.00
Wednesday Musical Theatre Mrs. Jenkin Lunchtime Swordfish
French Club continues from Madam Maggie 3.15-4.15 Cod Room
previous term
Thursday Choir Mrs. Jenkin Lunchtime Swordfish
Kwik Cricket(Yr5/6) Mr.Rowe / Mr.Cook 3.15-4.15 Whales’ Roorh
CC4G (Y 6 boys and girls)| Miss Simpson 3.15-4.15 RBLC
Table Tennis (Yr 3) Mrs. Cotterill Lunchtime Clams Room
Friday Gymnastics Mrs. Willson 3.15-4.15 Hall
Musical Theatre (after May] Mrs. Jenkin 3.15 — 4.15 Swordfish

Room

Quiz Team Grand Final

On Monday 1% March, the quiz team travelled to
Newquay Tretherras for the daunting Quiz Final!

In the first round, General Knowledge, the scoresew
very close. PlayStation’s Buzz was our next routene
we noticed that the scores were drifting furthearaOur
third round, the memory round was very succesgiul,
we answered most of the question correctly. Thadtréd
final round (the loss / gain general knowledge djumas
the worst. We finished in fourth position afterery chal-

really enjoyed the thrill of answering the tough

#9$

questions, but it was a rollercoaster of ups andngd

the grand final and are looking forward to partitipg,
and hopefully winning, next year!

Rachel
Millington,
Morgan
Sale,
Millie
Roberts
and Sam
Millington.
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Dolphins & Swordfish
News Year 5

This year is just flying by and we are amazedtd fi
ourselves at the end of another school term. Majake
this opportunity to wish you all a jolly Easter bke! Lets
hope we get some warmer weather ahead of us tdeenab
us to burn of all those chocolate calories whichanee

sure to be consuming over the next few weeks !!

The children have really enjoyed our topic overlds six
weeks ofMyths and Legendsand had a great entry point
day activity with us being visited by the "West W@asoup
from Indian Queens’. They were able to share with t
children a vast amount of knowledge and show them
many artefacts such as beadwork , traditionaucoss,
saddles, t- pees and many more objects on theabp
the Wild West and Native American Indians and their
egends. We hope you saw the fabulous photographs th
were published in the Cornish Guardian and the Newyq
Voice. May we take this opportunity to say thankiyo
those of you who have very kindly sent in books atiebr
artefacts on this topic for us to share in clase West
Way Group were all volunteers and just asked theat w
make a collection for théPrecious Lives Appeal, we are
delighted to tell you that we havaised £70.00 to send
off to them. Thank you to those of you who very kindly
donated to this worthwhile cause.

Year 5 has a very exciting Summer term ahead ofiths
our final topic beingMaking Things Go’ (Energy and
Fuels), in which we will be investigating the ways in
which power is generated and consumed, This project
involves local schools building and racielgctric
powered kit cars The topic culminates in us
participating in the Greenpower Goblin Race Seaied
event which is held at St. Mawgan normally atehd of
June. We will keep you posted with further detagarer
the time. If you would like to find out more abdhis
project then you can visit their website as follomzere
you can also view photos from last years race meet.
(www.greenpower.co.uk/racing/goblins.ptpe winners
of this event can progress to regional finals altichately
to The Goodwood Festival of Speed !! In previouarge
we were very successful finishing 1st and 2nd alvand
winning the sprint race trophies in the local aagional
finals. We had a great time building and racingdaes
and are looking forward to even greater successydar.

Almost all the subjects taught in the summer terithbe
related to the re-design and re-building of theckits in
some way. We have two cars, one per class, to etisar
all the children are given the opportunity to haveands
on'role in the programme. All working parts are
susceptible to wear and tear we will be looking for
funding to continue this project and replace wanhar
damaged parts such as tyres, brakes and oveshbsild
any parent or carer that works in or knows of any
organisations that would be prepared to give spsh§p
for our project we would be delighted to hear frgmu or
them.

Should you have any concerns or questions abouhiagy
in Year 5 please feel free to contact the schdudeff

you wish to make an appointment or catch us on the
playground after school.

Wishing you a lovely Easter Break.

Paul Boutwood, Julie Jenkin, and all y
the Year 5 support staff.

We have had a wonderful
time learning lots of new
skills on our first ‘Lets Get
Cooking’ Course.

Over 6 weeks the
children have
learnt how to
weigh, chop,
slice, boil, and
eat lots of new
foods! For the
final week the
children designed
their own menu
from previous
dishes cooked

and invited their parents to share the meal anebcate

their achieve-

ments.

If you are
interested in
joining the next
course after
half-term please
fill out the slip
below the
advert.

Very Able English Morning

On the § March, we went over to Treviglas

Community College to share our English skills
with other schools from around Newquay. We mingled
with the other students first, then we expressetlips
into words. We had a fantastic morning and thorbugh
enjoyed it!
Lauren Jakeman (Whales), Amy Holland (Sharks), Zoe
Lancaster (Dolphins), Molly Grace (Swordfish)

Health & Safety Reminder

Scooters and bikes must be walked with on school

grounds NOT RIDDEN! All scooters must be

secured outside or taken home by parents, as they
cannot be stored indoors.
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Whales and Sharks
Year 6 News

We are now into our revision

weeks before the children sit
their SATs (National Tests) from'™®- 12" May. At home,
we would encourage parents to use theglish and
Maths revision booksto reinforce the revision areas that
the children are tackling in school each week. dtiklren
are fully aware of which areas they are studyinghea
week and understand that these books are an excelle
reinforcement of them. You might also like to loatkthe
BBC Revisewise site which is an interactive and fay
to revise \www.bbc.co.uk/schools/revisewijse

The children have already seen an increase inrtfeuat
of work they are expected to do at home and we are
delighted at the amount of effort and resulting liqyaf
work we are receiving. Their enthusiasm and deidinas
excellent. Keep it up! We want the children to te best
they possibly can — without stressing about it!

Although there has been an increased amount of home
work, please encourage the children to still belirgpat

! 1
phonic sounding of words, understanding of text,
expression when reading, building their vocabulzagks
etc. This will help in all areas of the curriculuas well as
the SATSs.

We are well into our new IPC unibevelopmentwhere
we are focusing on Technology, History, Society,
International aspects, Science, ICT, Art and MuBhe
children have worked really hard so far and lebotst—
keep it up! We may ask for your support in helpjogr
child with this unit in different ways. Please soppand
advise your child with your interest, experienced a
enthusiasm, but do not complete the work on hiseor
behalf!

Two
year six
boat
builders
are
proud
of their
design!

Important dates:

Monday 9" May — Reading Test

Tuesday 16 May — Writing (short, long & spelling)
Wednesday 11 May — Mental maths & Maths paper A
Thursday 12 May — Maths paper B

Monday 2%' July — Year 6 prom

Emma Stewart, Russ Withers and the Year
6 team.

Festivals and Celebrations.

There are lots of Festivals and Celebrations to
think about over the next two months.

Mothering Sunday —"3April

Traditionally this was a Christian

festival where Christians visited their
‘mother church’ and took gifts to their
mothers. They would often take Simnel
cake which is a light fruit cake topped
with marzipan and toasted. Perhaps you
could try to make a Simnel cake this
weekend! | would be happy to sample
some!

Good Friday — 2% April

This day commemorates the crucifixion of Jesus.
Although essentially it is a sombre day, it is edliGood’
since for Christians, it is an example of God'srdime
when Jesus gave His life for the world. Hot crogssbare
associated with this time with the cross on thettop
remind Christians of the importance of Jesus dying.

Easter Day - 22 April

The most important festival of the Christian yeejt is

when Christians celebrate the resurrection of Jésissa
time of celebration and joy. Easter eggs are giwdnch

symbolise new life.

Passover/Pesach —*2April — 2 May
This is an eight day festival when Jews
commemorate the Exodus from their slavery in
Egypt. a highlight of the festival is the Seder
meal which each family have at the beginning
of this festival. It consists of lamb on the boae,egg,
bitter herbs, fruits and nut and celery or potBerhaps
you could find out why these foods are eaten, Hielgave
a special meaning.

Yom Ha-Shoah — 10 May

This is a day of remembrance for the victims of Naei
Holocaust. Memorial candles are lit and specialises
are held.

Vaisakhi — 18 April

This is the Sikh New Year festival. It celebrates
the tenth Guru, Guru Gobind Singh who in 1699
made the ‘Five Ks’ obligatory for Sikh’s to wear.
These are five items which are outward signs of
Sikhism. Can you find out what those five signs
are?

Linden Taylor
RE subject leaders
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CLUBS
| give permission for

tOJOIN wei (name of club)

I will collect my child from school

Or

Please dismiss my child from school after the club

In case of emergency or cancellation please contact

RETURN SLIP TO Mrs. Cotterill

CLUBS
| give permission for

t0 JOIN conieie (name of club)

| will collect my child from school

Or

Please dismiss my child from school after the club

In case of emergency or cancellation please comact

RETURN SLIP TO Mrs. Cotterill

CLUBS

| give permission for

Child ...cooovviiiieeeee Class ..coooveviieiiiienns
tOJOIN v (name of club)

I will collect my child from school
Or
Please dismiss my child from school after the club

In case of emergency or cancellation please contact

RETURN SLIP TO Mrs. Cotterill

CLUBS

| give permission for

Child ...cocooviiiieeen. Class ....oovvvvenennnn.
tOJOIN cvii e (name of club)

| will collect my child from school
Or
Please dismiss my child from school after the club

In case of emergency or cancellation please comact

RETURN SLIP TO Mrs. Cotterill

@ CLUBS
| give permission for

tOJOIN v (name of club)

I will collect my child from school

Or

Please dismiss my child from school after the club

In case of emergency or cancellation please contact

RETURN SLIP TO Mrs. Cotterill

CLUBS
| give permission for

t0JOIN ci e (name of club)

I will collect my child from school

Or

Please dismiss my child from school after the club

In case of emergency or cancellation please comact

RETURN SLIP TO Mrs. Cotterill
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Governor Corner

The March governing body meeting was the
last with Jessica Fergusson as the Chair.

St Columb Minor
Children’s Centre

What's On Guide April 2011

Jessica will be missed by us all and | am surepjonday

that she will remember the meeting for a long tamet
was a great example of how a governing body can and
should work. We debated the very significant isstie
applying for Academy Status for Blue School.

| am extremely proud to be a part of this goverringy.
The depth of understanding, critical challenge,
thoughtfulness and commitment to the educatioril dthe
children of the area stood out very clearly. Thesva
fitting tribute to the governors themselves bubats
Jessica as our leader of the past few years. Ithveas
culmination of a discussion that we started last yad
discussed with teachers and staff at our wholedcho
review day in January. | am very pleased to bantpk
over from Jessica at this important time. | am aksy
lucky that Emma Gilbert has been elected as theVties
Chair and look forward to a number of positive gear
ahead.

You will know by now that we have taken the deaisio
apply for academy status and to consult widely tgefo
making the final decision as to whether we enter &n
formal agreement with the government (after whiad t
academy would be legally created). The consultation
process is really important for the governing bodie

will be entirely open about our discussions andsileas.
We welcome the involvement of everybody and want to
hear from as many different people and perspectises
possible. We have already written to as many peagple
possible to explain our decision. We will be hotglan
number of consultation meetings in the near futWe.are
preparing a questions and answers document beaause
number of common questions are being asked. Jennie
Walker has already spoken to or replied to a nurober
people directly. Jennie, myself and the governoes a
always happy to be approached.

We look forward to everyone's involvement. | amkiog
forward to helping the school make the right chsice
whatever they may be, so that we can continue poaue
and grow for the benefit of all our children. Fiyab end
at the beginning | would like to take this oppoitymo
formally record my thanks to Jessica.

Friends of Blue School
FOBS

Next meetings 6th April and 4th May.

Friday 1st April Quiz night—see posters

Rachel Northwood

FOBS Chair(russrach20@hotmail.com

Our FOBS group on Facebook is “Friends of the blue
school”

Messy Play 2.00pm — 3.00pm
Come along and enjoy the fun in the school.
Tumble tots, painting and music. Term time only

Tuesday

Drop In 9.30am -12pm

An informal drop in session for families with undes.Free
play activities.

Refreshments and snacks available.

Coming in May....

Male Carer’'s Day, Breast feeding workshops, 7 -o@itim
old reviews.

Also.....Baby Signing, a 6 week course supportingeshe
and language (booking essential)

Wednesday

Stay and Play 9.30am -11.15am

Drop in. All welcome Come along to our free pl@gsions.
(Please note the activities for two stay and plaesl in
April)

20" April — Easter Day Activities

27" April — Kings and Queens Garden Party.

lease come dressed as royalty and enjoy our prelingd
celebrations.

Toy Library

9.45am - 10.45am (Monthly — 8 April)

The Toy Library offers opportunities to borrow goguiality
toys for children.

Busy Babies 2.00pm -3.00pm
A chance for parents and carer’s with babies toecand
socialise.

Thursday
Health Visitor Clinics 9.30am — 11anmBabyweighing.
Drop in

2 Year Old Checks14™ April & 12" May only
9.15am — 12.15 pm All two year olds will be invitby their
Health Visitor for a 2 year development check.

3 — 4 Month Old Reviews 2 April only 1.30pm — 3.30pm
All 3 — 4 month old babies will be invited by thélealth
Visitor for a review.

Friday

Come & Cook 1.30 — 3.00pni8 March, 1 April & 8 April
Simple, fun, healthy recipes that are child anapafriendly
Booking essential

Antenatal Classes 18 April only 9.00am — 2.30pm
Please book through your midwife.
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CLUBS
| give permission for

tOJOIN wei (name of club)

I will collect my child from school

Or

Please dismiss my child from school after the club

In case of emergency or cancellation please contact

RETURN SLIP TO Mrs. Cotterill

CLUBS
| give permission for

t0 JOIN conieie (name of club)

| will collect my child from school

Or

Please dismiss my child from school after the club

In case of emergency or cancellation please comact

RETURN SLIP TO Mrs. Cotterill

CLUBS

| give permission for

Child ...cooovviiiieeeee Class ..coooveviieiiiienns
tOJOIN v (name of club)

I will collect my child from school
Or
Please dismiss my child from school after the club

In case of emergency or cancellation please contact

RETURN SLIP TO Mrs. Cotterill

CLUBS

| give permission for

Child ...cocooviiiieeen. Class ....oovvvvenennnn.
tOJOIN cvii e (name of club)

| will collect my child from school
Or
Please dismiss my child from school after the club

In case of emergency or cancellation please comact

RETURN SLIP TO Mrs. Cotterill

@ CLUBS
| give permission for

tOJOIN v (name of club)

I will collect my child from school

Or

Please dismiss my child from school after the club

In case of emergency or cancellation please contact

RETURN SLIP TO Mrs. Cotterill

@ CLUBS
| give permission for

t0JOIN coii e (name of club)

I will collect my child from school

Or

Please dismiss my child from school after the club

In case of emergency or cancellation please comact

RETURN SLIP TO Mrs. Cotterill
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Royal Wedding Invitation

Street party for the Royal Wedding on the 29th Rpri

We are hoping to use the church halls and decuorittte
bunting and flags,we have table, chairs, kitcheflifees
already there and its obviously handy if the weaihéad.
We need help with ideas, contributions, food ahd o
course time from people who are willing to makenam-
orable day.

It is aimed at the St Columb Minor community asteie
and making it a lovely family event enabling neighbs
to come together. Obviously time is at an esseswH,
anybody wants to get involved please contact Ctiarlo
Webber, telephone number..01637-852563 or justipap
note or knock at, 101a Patch Cottage,Church SBeet,
Columb Minor, Newquay.

An announcement is being made in Sunday mornings
service and a following meeting is being arranged t
discuss things like fancy dress competitions fer th
children and any other events we can arrange &rteiri
the children. We are also going to try to gathesdgofrom
the local shops to either have food contributiangtie tea
party or hampers for raffles.

So basically a fun 1970s tea party/street partyediat
getting the community together and having a lovidg
fun filled day with any contributions to the church
leaving being much appreciated if the feel they lddike.

| hope you can support us in a big or just as mezded
small way and please don't hesitate to contact ymui
need anymore information.

Regards, Charlotte Webber.

Extended Services Information

Have you noticed?.....

There are fabulous opportunities for your chifdoser
the Easter holidays arranged by TM&wquay Learning
Partnership. (The flyers came out last week.)

These include Arts and Crafts sessions, Mod Rock
Sculpture.

One of the most exciting opportunities on heréés t
Introduction to Sailing! The course is three dayd aosts
£85.

If you are interested please contact Mark Petetiseat
Porthpean centre directly on 0172672901.

Calling all parents and children who would lovectmk
healthy anddelicious meals but don’t know where to start.
If you would like to attend a six we@REE course with
your son or daughter that will cover the basiclslaf
sourcing, preparing and cooking delicious food géea
complete the slip below and return to Starfish<kas some
more information.

Sarah Cunningham




