'Blue’ Briefing Y

February, 2012

Pupils in Year 4
enjoy their IPC
entry point
activity for their
next topic.

Keeping you in touch with events at St. Columb MinoAcademy

’
Welcome to the February edition of ‘Blue Briefing'.

Year 4 children enjoyed ‘Non Technology Day’ whétey dressed up as Victorians ar
experienced life as Victorian children. They leartigat life is quite different without
the luxury of electricity and computers. They uskdes to record their work and wrote
by candlelight. They also found out that the teeslog long ago were very strict, not at
all like Miss. Lawton and Mrs. Price, although thbink that they enjoyed being strict
for the day!! Everyone made a great effort and yatlaall of the lessons even the ones
on deportment! The bread and jam / cheese lunchitgdy left them asking for more!!

This month’s edition of ‘Blue Briefing’ is packedvimportant information and interesting articlé3nce
you've read it, keep it handy, so that you know 8haming up throughout the month! This newsleter i
also available on our website. Looks like anothaiiteag month at Blue School!

nd
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Welcome

we would like to formally welcome them to Blue SoHo

We also welcomed Sharon Davey to our permanentiteac

ing assistant team! We know that she’ll enjoy wogki
with us!

Michelle Smith (Induction Tutor)

What a great start we have had to the New

Foundation Stage News
Starfish and Jellyfish

well, ready to learn!

As you know our topic
this half-term has been
Shoppingand we really
enjoyed our trip to the
Co-Op and the tasks we
had to do there. Feel
free to look at the
photos and displays in
the classrooms. A big
thank you to the parents
who came with us, your
support is vital to ensure
safe and successful
visits.

As an ending to our topic we would like the childte
make a ‘shop’ for themselves. So we are makingea far
shoe boxes and cereal packets that are going satteat
the children can design and make a shop of theiceh
A huge thank you to Mrs Gilbert who has sent irdba
and loads of boxes already!

We have settled back well into the routines of nreg@nd
key words and the children are progressing VRIEASE

During January we welcomed Hannah Gillick,
Leo Till and Teodora Darnell to our academy.
We hope that they are now feeling settled and

~" Year. All of the children have settled back really

remember to sign the reading link card so that menk
you have read with your child and we can then chahg
book.

As the weather improves we shall be making the mbst
our school grounds with some gardening and exptorat
activities. Please remember to send your chilcthosl
with their wellies and waterproof coats so thaytte not
get too muddy when learning outside!

Please continue to show and discuss money when ot
shopping with your children. In ounaths ’
lessons we are currently learning about
addition and will be moving on to Y.
subtraction in the next few weeks. The *
children will be learning to read and
write a simple number sentence and will
need to know the difference between the signs when
adding and taking away. literacy we are building on
caption writing as well as starting to write simple
sentences using our key words. The children altyre
improving with their hand-writing and we ask thaty
continue to practice formation of all letters abten

We are sure that you all enjoyed sharing yBook Time
packswith your children as much as we did in class! A
really big ‘Thank you’ to all of those parents wtame
along to celebrate book time here in school wittass
Thursday. It was such a valuable opportunity lher t
children and enabled us to share and celebrate the
importance of early reading with you too.

Finally, for those of you who do not know, we agalty
sorry to be losing T. A. Carole Llewyn this montBarole
has been supporting Sarah Cunningham and thesBtarfi
children since September. A fantastic membermof o
Foundation Stage team, we will miss her greatly\aisth
her well for the future. We are really lookingviard to
welcoming Nina Mallin and Tracey Robson to our team

Thank you once again for your continued

hard work and support.

Foundation Stage Team
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Term Dates for the Year 11/12

Spring Term 2012
5th January—30th March
Friday 10th February Training Day for teachers
Half term 13th—17th February

Summer Term 2011

Monday 16th April Training Day for teachers
17th April— 24th July

Half term Mon 4th June—=8th June

YRGENT Year 6 SATS week 2012 is

May 14th—18th, 2012

It is very important that your
child is in school this week and in the weeks ptiothe
tests.

No holiday leave will be sanctioned during SAT seke
for Year 6 pupils.

Important dates in February 2011

1st February 6.00 p.m.

Friends of Blue School Meeting (FOBS)—we welcome
all parents and friends to this meeting , whicH b in
the staff room.

Week of 6th—10th February
Parent Consultation Meetingsfor Parents of children
with Individual Education Plans. (Letters will be issued)

Wednesday 8th February
E-Safety Day—see article later in newsletter.

Friday 10th Training Day for staff—School Closed to
Children

Week of 13th —17th February Half term

Week of 20th—24th February
Main Parent Consultation Meetingsfor all other Parents
of children in school. (Letters will be issued)

23rd February Parents Forum 9.00 a.mwith Jennie
Walker in the library. All welcome! Come along and-
discuss your ideas and our ideas! See slip at£nd o
newsletter.

Weeks of 27th —29th February Book Fayre in school
(see article later in newsletter)

EARLY NOTICE.....

2nd March World Book Day—all children and adults
invited to dress ug(see article later in newsletter)

30th March CARE Day in school—Charity activities
organised by the children in aid of this year’s s
charity. PLEASE NOTE—this is a change of date.

Clams and Limpets
Year 1 News

What a wonderful time we are having in our topic on
“Circus”. We all enjoyed the circus day where we were
able to practice a range of juggling and balanekitis.
Some of us were very good and have been improving
these skills on a daily basis.

We have been enjoying finding out how Circus’ began
back in Roman times — we often have a gladiatoraand
emperor wandering around the classes now! (Thanks t
dressing up clothes!) The children have made some
fantastic mosaics and drawn some brilliant pictufes
circus performers. They are really exploring tleeeative
side at the moment. Do please come in at the etfteof
day and have a look at the displays in the corratat
classrooms and celebrate the children’s achievesnent

We are so proud of how hard the children are warkin
our phonics lessons. Please remember that thérgysell
we sent out and the handwriting practice are ralldd to
our phonics lessons. In addition to this we ariyrea
pleased how well they are achieving in their regdihis
important to spend some time each week helping your
child to practice what they have been learningass
Please remember that thég not have to deeverything
every night. It is better to spend 10 — 15 quality minutes
on one of the above rather than hours trying tdlgetugh
it all. If you do spellings on a Monday and it takée
whole 15 minutes — then practice handwriting odrtee
book the next night. Please feel free to writehm teading
records if you have a query about this or make an
appointment for an evening so that we can disc¢usgh
you.

Thank you to the extra parents who are helpingén t
classroom. We would love to have more helpersas<l
especially to listen to the children read. Thissloede a
remarkable difference! Please come and speakifojas
think that you could spare a little time.

We look forward to seeing you at the forth-

coming parental consultations where we

can celebrate your child’s achievements

more personally.

Best wishes

The Year 1 Team.

Headlice!l

Can we remind all parents to regularly check

children’s hair and ensure that long hair is tied u
for school. If you need any advice regarding headdir
the treatment of them we can make an appointmeht wi
the school nurse for you. Everyone needs to play pgart
in this. Headlice are a community issue!
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Care Day 2012

The school will hold its annu&lare Day on

Friday 30" March. The event involves the
children of the school raising money for a chodearity.
As is the custom, the children’s chosen charity vé
debated at School Council in February

Last year the children had a thoroughly enjoyaibhe t
buying and selling items ranging from Bob the Beiltb
iced buns. There were skills games, guessing ganeks
football shooting games, in short, something faergune.

The essence of the day is that it is run by childfer
children, to raise money to help others. The chitdof
our school always do a magnificent job, have afdtn
and raise a lot of money! Good luck for this year!

Emergency procedures

As many of you will know, we have a text

messaging service to provide information to
parents/carers and it certainly proved usefulyasat with
the snow and bad weather!

We would just like to remind everyone, however, to
check other sources of information as well as yoabile
phone or email: information is broadcast on aiRaalio
Cornwall, Pirate FM and Atlantic and also on their
websites. You can also look on the school website
(www.blueschool.co.Ukwhich is updated as soon as staff
are available to do so. You can also telephonsctheol
and select option 2 to hear a recorded messageon t
answerphone, giving updates on clubs and latest
information as well as school closures.

Blue School's Safer Internet Day is on

February 8"

Being safe online is important at all times an&at
Columb Minor Academy it is something we discuss
regularly. The National Safer Internet Day is ¢in Feb
and we are holding ours on the 8th. On this dayywlle
be raising awareness among children and adultsabou
being safe online. Keeping children safe is anartgnt
partnership between home and school so we woudddik
invite you into school, just before the end of tlagy when
you come to collect your children, to find out abthe
learning and messages that have gone on. You will
receive more information from class teachers abiost
closer to the time.

Sarah Woodfinden ICT Subject Leader

For more information please have a look at theofaithg
website:

http://www.saferinternet.org/web/guest/safer-inetrday

Oysters and Mussels
Year 2 News

This half term our topic has bedpdy and

Night'. Thank you for your contributions

towards our Entry Point visit from the
Screech Owl Sanctuary. It was amazing to be sedio
the owls and actually be able to stroke them! dtillren
learnt about the owls’ senses, their camouflagevarat
they eat. The visit has inspired some great vgitin

During this unit
we have focussed
on art, geography,
music and
science.

In art, we looked

at how artists

have shown day

and night, light

and dark, in their

pictures and we
have tried to do the same.drography,we were finding
out why it's dark in one country and light in anethat the
same time and why some countries have very long
summer days and very long winter nightsmasic, we
learnt how composers have been inspired by day and
night, bright dawn and quiet darkness. We are asimg
our own music with instruments and on laptops. In
sciencewe are investigating how light is reflected, about
darkness being the absence of light and how we make
shadows.

When you are out with your child on a sunny dagapk
look at shadows and discuss their length, and wihere
sun is. Talk about the different lengths of day aiyht as
the seasons change. Ask your child to descrila wh
happens at dusk and at dawn.

Care Day — March 30th .On this day we are working
together as a school to raise money. The children a
invited to bring in some money to visit the stakt up by
the older children. Please could you send them with
change to spend rather than a £1 coin becaus@shefc
items and games are normally up to 20p. Pleaséhegn
bring money in amamed purse.At the end of the day we
will be trying to use any left over coins to fill & picture
of a money spider. Please come and look at thisviH i
be a sight to see.

Please collect and send in any empty shoeboxes a&s w
will be using these to make box gardens.

We look forward to meeting with you all at the upla
coming Parent Consultations.. Thank you for coritiguo
support your child with their learning at

home. Let us know if you would like to

come in and help in the classroom at all! It

will be greatly appreciated.

Mary Hoyle and Sarah Woodfinden
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Governor Corner

I've been a Community Governor at St.

Columb Minor Academy since 2009. I'm a
Registered Nurse, having worked the last 25 yefansyo
career at Newquay Health Centre. This is my firstle
for Governor’'s Corner.

| believe that our academy sets a good example for
long-term good health through our school meals pro-
gramme and our advice for packed lunches. Heatibg f
is fresh, simple and seasonal, full of nutrientd #iavour,
whether it is cooked at school or brought into sdlas a
packed lunch.

Blue School prides itself on being a “Healthy Sdhoo
with good food on offer in Café Blue and clear glides
on acceptable packed lunches. We help and encourage
both parents and children to make good choicesamait
“junk food”. This should set standards that we haye

be the foundation for a healthy lifestyle. Help aatVice

on suitable foods for lunch is available in schbokeded.

We all know that growing children need good food an
according to a recent government report, 25 pemkent
boys and 33 percent of girls aged between 2 angaés
are overweight or obese. At Blue School, we hedp th
children to make good choices when they eat at Brfé
and we have a clear policy about the type of food
acceptable for packed lunch.

Can | also remind you that packed lunches should be
brought into school in a plastic box, clearly |dbelwith
your child’s name. Glass bottles and fizzy drinkes aot
acceptable in school- neither are sweets or bars of
chocolate. We encourage Key Stage 2 children téreiat
of their choice at break time every day. Youngeldcan
are already provided with fruit in school.

After the winter, we all look forward to
Spring and Summer when, hopefully,
better weather will allow us to get outside
more often and enjoy all of the
advantages of living in Cornwall.

by Beti Fox

Birthday Traditions

Children always look forward to their
birthdays with natural excitement. How will theylee
brate? Where will they celebrate? What will they fge
their birthday? However coupled with this
excitement there comes increasing pressures and
expectations. One of these expectations which baused
increasing concern is the tradition that the biathdhild
brings in sweets or a cake for the whole clash&meson
their birthday. A kind and thoughtful gesture i hyes of
the child, however there are issues that they araware
of.

They include:

We have some children who suffer from food
allergies. Allergic reactions cause distress ferchild and
their class, both physically and emotionally. Stadfuld
need to know exactly what is in items to be distiéil to
ensure all children are safe.

The giving out of sweets and the cutting up and
giving out of cake leads to the disruption of valiea
learning time.

We are striving to achieve and maintain the
“Healthy schools” status which ensures our childesmn
to eat healthily.

Unnecessary pressure is exerted on parents fron
the children to provide sweet or cakes for thexctastheir
special day.

On behalf of the staff and governors we like t@digage
this new tradition for the reasons mentioned, bst r
assured children’s birthdays will be marked in an
appropriate manner in the classrooms and through ou
Friday celebration assembly as they are very specia
milestones in children’s lives

Emma Stewart (Governor) & Sue Christophers
(Governor)

Admissions to our Academy after 2012
The Governing Body of St Columb Minor
Academy is consulting on the admission arrangenfents

entry to the Foundation Stage Year in Septembe8.201

You will find our proposed policy on our website:
www.blueschool.co.uk

The last date for you to provide us with feedbacloar
admissions arrangements is Thursday 8th Februdr®.20
All comments are welcomed and should be addressed t
the Admissions Officer at St Columb Minor Academy,
Porthbean Road, St Columb Minor, Newquay, TR7 3JF

You may be interested to know that all of the acaids in
the area are also engaged in the same process.

Looking for Learning

The staff at St Columb Minor Academy are
continually looking for ways to improve learningvé€y
the past five years we have been developing amingf
our policy and practice in relation to the cycldadrning.

At a recent training day we produced a parent &ild ¢
friendly definition of what learning means to uslame
want to share it with you. So here it is:

‘When you learn something new, your brain cells enak
new connections with other brain cells. When youse
or revisit learning, your brain cells make those
connections stronger. The stronger those connecton
the easier you will find using or applying your iieiag.
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This is what happens as we learn knowledge ants skill
gain understanding. We can make new connectioasyat
age, although it is easier for children than adiults

Much of what we now know about

the brain and the way that we learn

has been discovered in the last ten
years. We regularly discuss new
research and consider how we can
adapt our practice to make the
most of new findings. This is our
passion and ensures that the
children that we teach get the best

possible experiences. Change is inevitable in alksvof

life, after all, you wouldn’t expect your doctor still be

treating you with leeches!!!!

Mackerel and Cod News
Year 3

At the end of January we were
lucky to welcome Tom Jolly, our contact in Peruwéts
fantastic to be able to ask him all our questidisud how
people there live, and handle different objectbtoeight
with him.

We made a fantastic start to dtmrthquakes and
Volcanoestopic with our opening experience when we
imagined what it would be like for our school todie
emergency relief centre for disaster victims. #lise
seems to have captured the children's imaginatidrttzey
particularly enjoyed learning to pitch a tent (indsl). We
will be introducing a homework project very shontren
we will be asking the children to research a paldic
volcano so that they can teach others what theg hav
learnt. Keep your ears open in case anything appear
the news. The children are always keen to tellagibany
current earthquakes or volcanoes they have heanat.ab

In literacy we have nearly finished our own legends
which we based on the story of Jack the Giantrkildter
our stories are finished we will be moving on tano
fiction writing again, this time writing a reporsimg our
knowledge about volcanoes.

In a few weeks imaths, we will looking at
measurements and will be revisiting time. Acti\stike
cooking are great to help with children’s underdiag of
how to read a scale, and this would also be a tjowto
check they can remember how to tell the time.

After half term our PE timetable changes to swingnin
There will be no other PE sessions while we are
swimming. Swimming will be on a Thursday, but pkeas
see the separate information about the arrangerfants
this. Please note that we would like any childrdm\wave
pierced earo leave their earrings at homeon
swimming days. Teachers are not allowed to takenthe
out, or put them in, and children are not allowedwim

if they have earrings in.

We have really noticed the special effort thatdhiéddren
have been putting into their reading at home. Many

children are now managing to read five times inegky
Well done to them.

Parents consultations are either in the week bédalfe
term (beginning 8 February), or the week after half term
(beginning 28 February). Please look out for your
appointment letter in book bags and let us knotlvéftime
or date is inconvenient.

Best wishes

Helen Willson and Jodie
Munley

Flying the Flag — “Green

Flag” Award .
At the beginning of term, our Year 5 and 6 school
councillors were busy preparing for our Green Flag
re-assessment, gathering evidence of all areas of
sustainability in the school. We are waiting witigers
crossed for a positive outcome very soon and hope t
flying a new green flag later this term!

Gardening Club

Jes Brito, our gardener, is back in school fromrgtay
26" January. There may be a few places left in Keg&t
2 to attend his

after-school

gardening club If

your child would

like to join, and

has not already

taken part in the

club, please

complete a slip

(available from

the office) and

return to Miss

Stewart as soon as

possible. (Please

note this is only

available to

children in Year 3

and above).

We have taken delivery of a new garden shed (bownght
Morrisons vouchers). A huge THANK YOU to all ofiyo
who collected Morrisons Vouchers for the schoolithw
out them we wouldn’'t have been able to buy allltively
new equipment for the garden. We look forward ® th
exciting developments in the garden this year!
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Seals and Otters
News Year 4

and the Victorians if you want to support your dtsl
learning at home. The children particularly enjibye
exploring Dickens’ London and meeting some of the
characters from his books amww.bbc.co.uk/arts/
multimedia/dickens This website is packed full of
information and lots of fun!

We all really enjoyed ouxon-Technology Dayand had
fun pretending to be Victorians. We enjoyed daing
lessons on slates by candlelight and were surpligete
sort of things Victorian children were taught. Viihee
talked about the day we all felt that there werkéndely
good and bad things about Victorian schools! Haehers
all enjoyed the silence of the classroom for a wiuzly!

We have had a great month with lots of
fun activities and great learning.

In Numeracy we are learning about shape, including
symmetry and nets. We will also continue with oumber
fact work each day and learning our times tablesratated
division facts.

In Sciencewe are investigating solids, liquids and gases and
have some exciting experiments planned in!

Thank you for all your support and have a greattmors
always, please feel free to come and see us ihgee any
concerns.

Emma Lawton and Nicola Price

The children have enjoyed swimming and made aflot o
progress in such a short space of time. Thankigobeing
S0 supportive in sending in the money on time &edt Kit,
clearly labelled. If any parents do have problevith
paying for swimming could they please see eithercthss
teacher or Mrs Walker.

In Literacy we have been reading a variety of stories by
Charles Dickens, with a focus on Oliver Twist. Tehare
some great activities on the BBC website about &nsk

Waterwise Swim School
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As your child takes their
‘first steps’ on their

ST COLUMB MINOR

PARISH CHURCH

Invite all to their Services

every Sunday
8:00a11:00am & 6:00pm
Crecheadlable

Cant
R&hris McQuillen-Wright
rioore information
6RY 877165

FO BSmeetings are held on the

first Wednesday of each month at 6pn
the staff room. If you can’'t make the
meetings, but would like to make
suggestions for events etc, please let
know. You can contact us via the sch

website, or via Facebook, “Friends of uﬂ\é

Blue School”.

educational ladder for life.
Fil'aviders of high quality care

We are a 62 place Full Day Care Nursery and
of school club, registered for children aged 0-1
\years of age.

h¥le are situated in the grounds of St Columb
inor School.

For more information please phone 01637 877073.
www.firststepsnewquay.co.uk
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Swordfish & Dolphins
News
Year 5

This term’s new uniBettlementsis now in full swing and
we will be continuing up to half term. We had aukdus
entry point, the children really enjoyed their ‘bd@ame
challenge’, we hope that you saw the photos indbal
press. The children will now use that experiencedsign
and make their own settlement board games in aigade
technology sessions. Please can you send in ang ftar
junk modelling which could be useful for your chttl
use.

After half term we will be moving on to our neMyths
and Legends’unit. This unit will be closely linked to
exploring and writing our own myths and legends in
literacy. In History, we'll be looking at societies that are
well known for their myths and legends particulanyour
host country of the U.S.A. and Art and Music we will
be looking at how artists and musicians have imeeg
these.

For those who would like to do some investigatifitheir
own, a trip to Tintagel to explore the legend ofii
Arthur or a visit to Charlestown to see the fabgl¢all
ships and find out about pirate legends are justways
that you could give your child some insight inta ou
exciting new unit over half term.

Swimming will be beginning after half term on a
Thursday morning at a cost of £2.30 per sessioa. Th
children are required to bring with them their itd
goggles (if they use them ) in a named suitablstigldag.
Please remove your child’s earrings before theyectom
school on that morning as they are not allowedhiims
ming lessons for health and safety reasons.

Thank you for all your support with the homeworkfap
which is given out on a Friday to be back in on the
Thursday so that we can mark it. If you have amgrigs
regarding homework or anything else at all pleasaat
hesitate to pop in and make an appointment to se@/a
look forward to seeing you during the
forthcoming parent consultations.

Julie Jenkin and Simon Rowe

Adventure play area

We are looking forward to spending more time
on our adventure play area as we start to get the

better weather.

For the children to use the equipment safely thesdrflat
shoes with rubber solesThis can be their P.E trainers
which should be kept in school every day. Withdwtse
shoes they cannot use the equipment safely anefftiner
will not be allowed on. It is important to add, thiais
equipment by nature is adventurous play whichrised to

encourage risk tasking in a controlled and safe
environment. Research has shown that children, halve
the opportunity to experiment with risk taking play
develop confidence in their own physical abiliteesl this
results in increased self esteem. These childréralso
develop skills which leave them better equippethéike
correct “safe” decisions when risky situations pres
themselves in life.

We do however expect our fair share of bumps ansés
on our play equipment but again feel that thede lit
accidents help children find their own personalrmaries
of safe play in the world around them.

The equipment is used in curriculum time, lunchtemel
after school in the form of a club but we do needttess
that at no time can any children play on the eqeipim
unless one of our play leaders are present to gigper
This is especially important just before and after
school.

Sports Update
Wow, what a busy month!

We had our third Cross Country race of the year in
January. All the Year 5 and 6 children involved really
well and the Year 6 boys A team are curremtigning
their league! Some notable performances came from:
Year 5 boys: Ben Henwood "4

Year 5 girls: Imogen Jones 7

Year 6 boys: Jordan Zervas £ 1 -3
Lewis Cotterill — &

This now puts the teams into the following position
within the Cross Country League:

Year 6 girls A: 8 Year 6 girls B: 19

Year 6 boys A:  Year 6 boys B: 8

Year 5 girls: 8 Year 5 boys: ¥

A huge congratulations to Courtney Middlemist (Ksar
who did 22 places better than her place in ther&ast!

On a very drizzly Wednesday in January 17 girlstvten
Treviglas to compete in a Girls Football Festivdie
Year 5/6 team (Freya Owen, Charley Walker, Roberta
Scotland, Bethany Jenkin, Imogen Jones, Morgan Sale
Gertie Burton, Emily Gimblett and Taylor Thomas)
played

really

well,

with

lots of

team

spirit

but

were

unfor-

tunate

to lose

a few
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of their matches. The Year 3/4 team (Charlotte ®yell
Roni Trotter, Megan Noble, Betsy Cross, Lou-Lou
Marshall, Alex Schofield and Olivia Owen) managed t
win all but one of their matches which took thernoithe
final against St Columb Major. After a tense temutés it
finished with a 1-1 draw. The decision was madebfath
teams to win the event! All of the girls receiveddals
and certificates and the plaque will live in owrpthy
cabinet for 6 months until we pass it on. Huge
congratulations must go to Charlotte Wells who sdatr1

Our Year 5/6 football team had a cup match against
Carclaze in January. At full time the match wasleat 4-
-5. So the match went to a golden goal.

Unfortunately Carclaze scored that golden goalitepthe
score 6-5 to them. The boys were absolutely faiotast
played really well and were 3-1 up at half time!r@oals
came from Kane Tippett — 2, Lewis Cotterill — 2 &ah-
nor Noble — 1. Well done boys!

We are always very interested to see and hear about
children’s sporting success outside of schoololirychild
has a sports achievement to celebrate please keiowg so
that we can share it with the rest of the Blue $tho
Community!

Recent Sporting Achievements:

Amy Ashford (Limpets) — Red belt in Karate

Jake Jackson(Oysters) — Purpleelt in Karate

Jasmine HughegMackerel) Purple belt in Taekwondo
and Kickboxing

Matthew Pollard (Cod) — Blue stripe belt in Karate.
Kodi Fearn-Heath (Cod) — Green belt in Karate

Emilia Rundle (Otters) — SLSGB National Surf Safety
Award Level 1

Charlotte Wells (Otters) — SLSGB National Surf Safety
Award Level 1

Josh Cox(Otters) — Trophy for%Lboy in Surf Life Saving
(Nipper of the Year!)

Ellie Beckett (Otters) — Medal for Surf Life Saving
Nathan Findlay (Otters) — Red belt in Karate

Ethan Smokvina (Otters) — Red belt in Karate

Sam Ashford (Seals) — Green belt in Karate

Dylan Murphy (Dolphins) — Red belt in Karate

Sammy Hews(Dolphins) — Yellow belt in Karate
XXXXXXXXXX  (Dolphins) — Purple belt in Karate
William Emmett (Swordfish) — Yellow belt in Karate
James Pollard(Sharks) — Blue stripe belt in Karate
Libby Hancock (Sharks) — Medal for Surf Life Saving
XXXXXXXXXX  (Sharks) — Purple belt in Karate
Jasmine Gapper(Whales) — Trophy for runner up in Surf
Life Saving

Jade Geesor{fWhales) — Purple belt in Karate

Pacey Jacksor(Whales) — Purple belt in Karate

Mr Timpson also received his yellow belt in Karate!
Well done all!

Emma Stewart
Physical Education Leader

FOBS (Friends of Blue School)
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holidays!

As we say goodbye to a wet and windy
January, we're sure you and your children
will be looking forward to the half term

.

We will be holdingtwo discos on Thursday 8§ Febru-
ary for KS1 and KS2. The cost will be £1.50 per child
and includes entry and a drink (this is a voluntzgtri-
bution for KS1 as the disco is held during schouk).
There will be a pocket money and sweet stall sagae
send a small amount of money with your child ondag
if you wish. As always we are looking for volurte¢o

1 -
3pm, and KS2 from 4pm-5.30pm. If you can help, rai-m
ter how long for, please let us know. The disaesgreat
fun and the parents enjoy them just as much ashihe
dren! If you would like your child to attend, pke fill in
the flier that you will receive and return with thney.

Thesecond hand uniform salés being changed from a
Tuesday after school to a Monday. This started3th
January and is held in the Year 5 work area. Eitery is
sold for 50p. If you have any outgrown or unwanted
school uniform, please donate them to us, we relally
appreciate it. Any items can be left at Recepti®hank
you.

A date for your diary!Quiz Night — Friday 23¢ March

@ 6pm. Following the huge success of the Aprillsoo
Quiz last year, Nathan Bennetts and Simon Rowe have
kindly offered to entertain us all again! Entryliwiost £1
per adult, 50p per child (aged 5 and over) anfiéts for
the Under 5’s, with a maximum of 8 per team. Theile
be prizes for the top 3 teams, plus the winner tjets
coveted trophy that has been won by the Foundatezanr
team for the last two years!

Back in October, with your help, we raised a massiv
£310 with the “Bag2School” collection.We will be
having another collection in April so please stating
any unwanted textiles, clothing, bedding, bags &tore
information will be available soon so watch thiaeg!

If you would like to get in touch with us, go torou
Facebook page “Friends of the Blue Schoblor our
contact details are available on the FOBS pagkeof t
School website.

www.blueschool.co.uk

Your help and support is always much appreciateg —
couldn’t achieve what we do without you.

Rachel, Clare, Tracey and Debbie (FOBS Committee)
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Parents’ Forum—What's it all about?

We would like to encourage you to pop along
to the Parents’ Forum as the more people that ¢ornte
the more benefit it will be to the children and sah as
parents views really do count.

The meetings are interesting, encouraging and
informative! They provide a forum for the schoolstzare
ideas about developments on the horizon and fanar
to ask questions or raise their own ideas. Thesgings
are not the place for individual complaints angdél have
any concerns please see Jennie Walker to discaoks su
issues. The meetings are informal and toddlers are
welcome, (so don't let having small children put ydf
coming!). They are a really great way of gettindit@w
the things that are happening to shape the scimgol a
Jennie Walker is always happy to receive constracind
helpful comments to help the school move forward in
positive way.

Some of the ideas that have been raised at thesgnge
are already in place across the school and benggfiti
children and their families. It is a great way efting to
know new people!

Parents Forum 23rd February 9.00 a.m. in the

Water Bottles in School

Research shows that children who drink
water regularly throughout the day are more
effective learners. It's a bit like ‘oiling the bn&

Being properly hydrated brings obvious benefitd. Al
round health is improved, concentration times exéeh)
we become more resistant to illness and our alidity
remember is improved. We always encourage our rehild
to drink and offer water bottles for sale. Thestles are
clear and can be named with a permanent marker.
Children take them into class and can drink watesugh-

out the day. Bottles co§2.00and can be purchased from

the school office.

Only water is allowed to be taken into class during
lessons. Juice, may of course, be brought intoadahivh
your child’s packed lunch but this is not accessioftil
lunchtime. For children without bottles there iwater
fountain close to each classroom.

Parents’ Consultation Evenings in
February

This month you will be invited in by your
child’s classteacher to discuss his/her progreddangets
for this term. Please make every effort to attehd &
important that you know what your child is workiag
and what they have achieved since the autumn.

Consultation meetings for children who have anviutlial
Education Plan will be held during the wetk —10th
February. Individual letters will be sent out to invite you
to these. Consultation meetings for all other chitdwill

be held during the weeR0th —24th February.Individual
letters will be sent out to invite you to these.

We do talk across the school and try to coordinate
appointments so that families with several childgen
times together. If, however, your times do not yuit
please ring in and speak to your classteacherswviVe
always try to accommodate your requests. Sometihigs
may lead to meetings in the following week—thairef

If, however, you have something that you wish srdss
with the classteacher please feel free to cont@enhtin the
meantime. Teachers can see parents on most days aft
school. Parents are always welcome in school and
issues / worries are best addressed before thejagsc
Jennie Walker is always available to speak to gargy
email or phone if required.)

Sharks and Whales News
Year 6

As you are probably well aware

Year 6 are beginning to start their
organised revision program for their English and
Maths SAT tests. Children now have had the opportunity
to purchase revision books for these subjects aygt m
have taken the opportunity and are using them vell.
previous years it has become obvious within thesclzom
that the children who bought and used these bexefit
hugely. If you are still keen for your child tornghase
theserevision aidswe have them available at £9.00 for
the set of 3 book<£B.00 each Each week your child
should revise the topics they are covering witlzimos|
that particular week in these three core subjexsar
Every child is very familiar with the areas theg ar
covering but if you have any problems don't hesitat
contact us. These books have a double page detmoted
each area making their revision both focused and
manageable. Your child should be doing about 3Qutam
of revision per night. Please do take time to askry
children which areas they are focusing on and tiedm to
revise using these books as a guide to the apptepri
content they need to know.

We would also like to draw your attention to thetfthat
children really must be reading at home each nigt.
feel it is vital that the childreread 4 timesa week to aid
all areas of the curriculum. The children are adiding at
their own levels and need practice at many diffeséills,
understanding of text, expression when readinddingj
their vocabulary banks etc. There are opportunites
reading in school too and the children’s books thbe
in school to use with us and other members of .Steé
will be rewarding children that are reading regiyiao
please encourage them and make sure you, or figay, s
their link card.
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Our new IPC unit igFairgrounds’ which involves a big
focus on Science and Design Technology. The childre
enjoyed their entry point which involved designard
creating fairground rides and a roundabout of s@en
investigations organised by our Tretherras Scidinke
teacher Mrs Ellis-Davies. Ask your child to tellyall
about it!

Our swimming sessions continue to be very successful.
Our final session is on Thursdal} Bebruary. Please make
sure your child has their kit, towel and £2.30 eacfek.
These sessions cater for all abilities from the -non
swimmers to our more advanced pupils within small
groups. This should allow all children to progressckly
and with confidence. We hope you notice the difiese
next time you go for a family swim.

Finally, Care Daythis year is Friday 30th March and we
are encouraging all the children to begin to cosrswhat
type of stall they would like to run on the day.

Overall, Year 6 are working hard and we are pledsed
see that the children are approaching their SATIS wi
enthusiasm whilst still taking part
fully in all areas of school life.

Emma Stewart, Russ Withers and
the Year 6 team.

HILM LU

The next Film Club season will be for YEAR 6 andl wi
start on Tuesday 2¥February and end on Tuesday'20
March. Letters with permission slips will be sdirectly
to Year 6 soon.

Gifted & Talented English
Workshop

On Tuesday 17 January, we went to
Treviglas for a very able English morning. We wathe
pairs with pupils from different schools across Neay.
We then read the Jabberwocky poem by Lewis Carroll.

After that we wrote a descriptive sentence aboait th
Jabberwocky. We repeated this but with characters f
Dr. Seuss. We then created our own fantasy creatune
wrote either a description or a poem about them.

Emma York (Whales), Lewis Cotterill (Whales), Chloe
Morris (Dolphins) and Erin Kennedy-Smith (Swordfish

Book Fair

Many thanks for all your support at our

Book Fair Last term. Once again there

was a great selection of books to look at
and buy. Due to your generosity we were able tageut
£100 worth of free books for the school!

We are holding our neBook Fair in February on Mon-
day 239, Tuesday 24 and Wednesday 28 from 3.15

to 4.15 in the Library. This time it does not coincide with
Parent Consultations so we hope you will have rtiare

to look at the books.

We really value your support and look forward teieg
you there.

World Book Day Friday 2nd
March

World Book Day is fast approaching,
and this year our theme $tory Telling Hats or Cloaks

Instead of fully dressing up, the children andfstalf
wear a hat or cloak decorated with anything coretect
with a story, or a hat or cloak that the book cheamay
wear. Children will still need to be dressed initlsehool
uniforms.

During our Key stage assemblies there will be agar
from each class where the best hat or cloak wikine a
book prize. Don't forget to send the book alonghwibur
child so he/she can talk about it. During the deey t
children will receive their £1.00 book voucher whizan
be exchanged for any of the 8 specially

produced books.

Once again the children will have the opportunityise
the internet to listen to the authors reading thtgries
before buying them and will be participating inaiety
of exciting activities including Paired Reading hwit
another year group. As always the day promiseg tots
of fun!

The Literacy Team
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Swedish at Treviglas

On Tuesday 1DJanuary we went to Trevi-
glas to learn some Swedish! First we learnt hosatpthe
names of different animals then we had fantasécks and
drinks during our break. We then had a tour ofsitigool to
look round and explore. When we returned we drewa
and had to label the names of the animals we hadrdrAt
the end of the morning we got marvellous prizesifork-
ing hard.

Paula Posluszny (Whales), Dawid Czajkowski (Dolghin
and Harley Flahaut (Otters).

Quiz Team

We now have two teams representing St

Columb Minor Academy in the Gifted and

Talented Newquay Quiz League.

Both teams have played in their first rounds amdl@oking
forward to playing the second round on thé& Egbruary.
(Where they will also have to play each other!!)f&othey
have accumulated:

Team 1 (Ellie Cotterill, Shea Boylan, James Gillzerd
Molly Grace): 6000 points

Team 2 (Robert Lancaster, Sam Millington, Milliebdots
and Morgan Sale): 7000 points

The points from their rounds will be added togethed at
the beginning of March we will find out if eithezam are in
the Grand Final in March! Fingers crossed!!

Emma Stewart

Parent Support Adviser’s Helpline.
We can:
Offer advice and information to
parents
Help families to access the support
they need.
Please ring:
Jenny Matthews: 07792303589 or
Mandy Callaghan:07817923007

Help you find after-school and holiday activities

Support you if your child has an additional need/
disability

Suggest fresh ideas to help your child manage tveir
behaviour

Provide information about parenting groups and sesir

Support parents with any difficulties that may be
affecting their child’s well-being or learning

Parking and Traffic

Parking and traffic is an on going issue at most
schools. Here at St Columb Minor Academy we have
worked hard with our travel plan advisers and teal
police to try and implement a system which we thskafe
and fair.

We encourage all parents, that can do so, to wiltktheir
children to school. For those that must come bynear

Very Able, Gifted and Talented Leader encourage you to find a parking place outside ef th

academy grounds and walk with your children froeréh
Please be respectful of the access rights of loeighbours

In September 2011 some dancers fromand take care not to block drives / entrances.

St Columb Minor Academy auditioned
for Sky 1's Got to Dance. Talia Stephens (Ottens) @hloe
Morris (Dolphins) went to London on a very hot daiyh
the Big Dance Company. They were performing as qfeat
group called ‘Mischief and the group of seven ginlere to
dance lyrical and hip-hop. They had their hair dedi, wore
white tops with black skinny jeans and accessonsitu
green trainers, green braces and bow ties. Evemtines
and nans wore t-shirts with ‘Go Mischief’ printed them!
They performed to the three judges: Ashley Banjo
(Diversity), Kimberly Wyatt (Pussycat Dolls) angta
dancing sensation Adam Garcia. Unfortunately thoaigr
were given three red stars and were not put throoigie
shortlist. The judges noted their ability but thbuthat their
routine needed to be more difficult and that theyev
maybe too young to be crowned Britain and Irelatd'st
dancer. Kianna Stephens, previously of Blue School
auditioned as a solo act to Leone Lewis’ ‘Happyd avas
given one gold star by Adam Garcia. They recommeénde
that she work on her core, strengthening it.

Well done girls! Fingers crossed for 2012!

Emma Stewart PE Subject Leader

For those families with special needs / disabditiee have
implemented a one way system on our site to fatdlithe
easy drop off of pupils at our designated ‘drop odine.

If parents keep to these rules then things go redsyp
smoothly. Site Manager, Nigel Timpson is on the&riay
everyday to supervise traffic and we ask that yeu a
respectful to him and follow his directions.

The staff parking area is for staff only and shaudd be
used at any time by parents or visitors.

Parents Forum 23rd February

I would like to come along to the Parents Forum on
Thursday 23rd February at 9.00 a.m. in the library

Parent’s Name

Parent of

Child’s class



