If your child is on the Record of Need you should:
· Meet their teacher at least termly

· Know what is on your child’s IEP and contribute ideas towards it(Individual Education Plan)

· See the evidence of their learning in their IEP/Special/ Red Book. Please record any comments or encouragement for your child, or simply sign the book when you share it with your child.
· Know which Focused Groups they attend and have an idea about how this supports your child’s learning (see below)
· Know about the SEN parent support group that meets on a monthly basis to support communication and give support.
If your child attends a focused group you may be asked to complete a general assessment of their needs and progress on a termly basis. We would like some feedback from you as a parent as to their difficulties and progress. We use this information to think about the best way to support your child in the future.

What are focused groups?
Basic Skills The aim of these sessions is to re-focus and practice basic skills which may include letter and sound matching, letter writing, reading of sounds in words, blending, number recognition and ordering of numbers and objects.  These activities will be at the right level for your child needs support and are adapted to suit your child’s needs. These activities are in small groups or pairs so that the children are not alone practising the skills.

Your child will take part in a session at least twice a week for approximately half an hour at a time during the morning. The teaching assistant supporting your child during the time is Elizabeth Hudson. Progress of your child is carefully monitored. Assessments show that children in previous groups make progress in their reading, writing and maths. They seem to particularly improve their writing. The feedback from the children is that this is fun and they enjoy attending.
Social Skills The aims of these sessions are very varied. They are tailored to the needs of your child. Examples of sessions are; meeting new people, feeling good about ourselves, dealing with problems and focusing on our learning. These activities will be at the right level  for your child and are adapted to suit your child’s needs. Your child will usually work as part of a small group but sometimes it is necessary for them to work as a pair or individually. Your child will participate in a session at least once a week. The sessions last no more than half an hour and are led by Jane Robinson. Measuring the progress of your child’s social development is not easy but we monitor changes in enjoyment, attitude and confidence. It also appears to support the children’s academic progress as data shows the children do improve their reading and writing skills. The feedback from the children to teachers, our SEN governor and parents is that this is fun and they enjoy attending the sessions.  

Time to Talk This group supports children that may need encouragement and/or practice to communicate effectively. This is an opportunity for children to work in a small group rather than be part of a large class and become confident in a variety of areas. It also gives us the opportunity to monitor children who may need extra support from the county speech and language therapists. They will work with the group to practice turn taking, understanding question words, using expression and developing their vocabulary. This group supports the younger children (Foundation Stage to Year 2) Your child will participate in a session at least once a week. The session lasts no more than half an hour and is led by Maddy Irving with some help from a teddy bear!! The children’s progress is monitored carefully and you will be asked to write a small amount about what you notice about your child’s communication skills. Previous comments and assessments say: “I know he enjoys Time to Talk and he is really benefitting from attending.” (parent) Teachers recognise the improvement in children’s confidence to contribute- “*** is making more independent contributions in group and whole class discussions…” (teacher). There is evidence that children have developed a better understanding of language – “I have noticed that he is more aware of opposites and directions now. He correctly answers if I ask him something about this. Children attending Time to Talk seem to make good progress in their writing.
Socially Speaking is a group that supports our older pupils Years 3 to 6 who may need practice and confidence to communicate effectively. This group is currently supported by Andrea Bristow. Children attend once a week and have a chance to learn the rules for talking, understand instructions, practice talking to interest others and improve questioning skills. Often the activities are practical and sometimes are outside using equipment and working as a team. Progress is carefully monitored and assessments show children in previous groups make progress in their reading, writing and maths. The feedback from the children is that this is fun and they enjoy attending the sessions.
Speech and Language support may be given to your child on an individual basis if they have had involvement with the county speech therapists. These sessions are developed from the advice given by the therapists and may develop understanding of how language works, pronunciation, word finding and/or understanding of vocabulary. Progress of these children is monitored alongside the speech therapists. 
Dyslexia Support  is not necessarily for children who have been tested  and found to be dyslexic, although obviously if they are, they are included in this support. Some children seem to have “mild traits” of dyslexia and this is the support best tailored to support their learning. The children are taught strategies such as visual thinking to record their ideas, organisation skills, concentration and focussing skills as well as strategies for spelling and extra time for reading. These 30 minute sessions take place twice a week with a trained Teaching Assistant, Sarah Munday. We have found that  89% of the children receiving this support have increased their reading age. This support has positively impacted on most of the children’s confidence and eagerness to learn- “much more focussed. Well motivated with both reading and writing, keen to make progress” was a teacher’s comment when asked to assess a child in their class who had received support.
Phonic Support uses a variety of strategies to improve children’s phonic knowledge and confidence. Your child will be taught or will practice recognition of specific sounds. Sometimes they will also be able to practice their reading on a one to one basis. The teaching assistant supporting this group is Kay Jakeman. Spelling has improved greatly when previous members of the group were assessed and reading ages of 82% had increased over a term! Four children who were supported in this way last year improved their reading age by over a year in just a five month period! 
Lexia is a computer programme that enables your child to practice phonic skills. There is a high level of repetition related to the sounds and letters learnt but the repetition is not an issue as the programme uses various games and levels to keep the children’s interest. The programme itself encourages progression by enabling children to complete levels and move into harder levels. This support is used by children in Years 5 and 6 only. It is a good motivator in comparison with pencil and paper to improve the essential skills need for improved spelling and reading. Nearly 70% of the previous group improved their reading age last year. Your child should attend this group twice a week for 20 minutes. It is run by Andrea Bristow and Nina Mallin. 

Rainbow Roads The aims of these sessions are to support children who may have some difficulties with fine and gross motor skills. These skills support much of a child’s development and are related to essential literacy skills. The Rainbow Roads activities will include, letter formation, scissor skills, muscle strengthening, visual memory, eye and hand co-ordination at what ever level your child needs support. They are obviously active “get up and do” which may give children that find sitting and focussing for long periods a chance to be constructive and release some energy. These activities are done in groups so the children enjoy practising the skills and socialising at the same time. Each session lasts approx. half an hour. Graham Cook and  at least one other another teaching assistant co-ordinate the group each week. Progress of the children is carefully monitored and assessments show children in previous groups make progress particularly in their co-ordination and social skills, and also in their literacy and maths. More than half the group improved their reading age. The feedback from the children is that this is fun and they enjoy attending the sessions. 

Fun Fit This before school group supports 10/12 children every term. The children have fun playing games and having a go at activities that improve their co-ordination strength and fine/gross motor skills. The impact of Fun Fit is measured using a specially designed baseline assessment, but also there are improvements in handwriting, social skills, concentration and overall co-ordination. Teachers and parents are asked to regularly comment on progress relating to these areas. Recently the Occupational Therapist assessing 2 boys who have attended Fun Fit for a lengthy period, commented on their throwing and catching skills. Parents have been positive and have recorded the improvements they have seen in their children including a real enthusiasm to attend school. 
We hope this information is useful. If you have any questions or concerns do not hesitate to speak to your child’s class teacher or Tamsin Irons (SENCO) 

