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Keeping you in touch with events at St. Columb Minor Academy 

Some pretty 
angels at our  

recent  
Foundation 

Stage   
performance of  

the Nativity. 

Welcome to the January edition of ‘Blue Briefing’.  
The Governors, Staff, Children and I wish you all a Happy and Healthy New Year! 
 
Thank you to everyone who supported our Christmas fundraising events. Our Christmas Fayre 
proved to be a great success and raised in the region of £1,000! I’m sure that you will join me in 
thanking all FOBS members who worked so hard to raise this money! 
 
The Key Stage 1 performances of  ‘Are We Nearly There Yet?’ and the Key Stage 2 Carol  
Concerts were enjoyed by all. This was the first year that we had a separate Foundation Stage 
performance and we were really pleased with the way that it was received by parents and  
families. Thank you for helping your children with words and costumes for all performances. 
Finally, the parties were loads of fun and very lively.  What a fantastic end to the term! 
 
This month’s edition of ‘Blue Briefing’ is packed with important information and interesting  
articles. Once you’ve read it, keep it handy, so that you know what’s coming up throughout the 
month! Looks like another exciting month at Blue School! 
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‘Blue’ Briefing 

Welcome to New Children 
 
This month we welcome the following  
children to our school: Emily White, Harry & 
Jack Willcock and Jack Tyler. We are pleased 

to welcome these pupils and their families  and wish them 
every success at our school. 
 
Michelle Smith 
Induction Tutor 
 

Foundation Stage News 
Starfish and Jellyfish 

 
Welcome back to the New Year!  We hope that 

you all had a very Happy Christmas and are all set 
for another busy half term! We would like to say a huge 
thank you to all of the children for producing such a  
fantastic Christmas performance.  We trust that you  
thoroughly enjoyed it as much as we all did.   
 
Our topic this half term is ‘shopping’ An excellent topic 
that allows children the opportunity to role-play as various 
people, learn about different kinds of shops, handle coins 
and make their own shops and produce.  
 
Our maths focus this half-term is on calculations. The 
children will be using coins to buy objects from our class 
shops.  This will not only reinforce number recognition 
but will also encourage their social skills through gesture 
and talk within the class shops. They will also be matching 
objects to their correct coin value, and we will also be 
learning about addition through buying more than just one 
object.   
 
In literacy this half term we will be learning sounds that 
are made up of two letters, for example, ch, sh, ee, oa.  
The children have done remarkably well at learning all the 
sounds of the alphabet and are beginning to match them to 
their alphabet name. Please continue to review the sounds 
and the letter names. We are really pleased at the progress 
they are making with their key words too.  Key words are 
not taught as a whole class lesson, as children will learn 
these at different rates.  However, we aim to assess every 
child once a week on their key words and will issue a new 
set to individual children accordingly.  In our literacy  
lessons we will also be writing shopping lists and menus.   
 
We will be turning our role play areas into shops as well 
as making our own ‘small world’ shops and would  
appreciate any old shoe boxes or junk materials.  We will 
be visiting our local Cooperative store on Thursday 12th 
January in the morning.  We will also be visiting  
Morrisons during our first weeks back.  Please check 
book bags regularly for more information regarding this 
trip. Both these trips provide a fantastic opportunity for 
the children to experience shopping in two different shops.  
During our visit to Morrisons we will be going into the 
bakery, behind the fish counter, having a turn at the check-
out and exploring the warehouse! There will be no cost for 
entrance to Morrison’s, but we will be asking for a  

voluntary contribution for transport to and from  
Morrisons.  As always, parent support will be very  
welcome and is essential in order for us to cover our  
ratios. Please let us know if you would be able to help.   
 
We will be learning about different foods and 
making comparisons between supermarket and 
local food. Any local produce will be useful 
and very welcome for our discussions and role 
play. Please come and see us if you can be of any 
help. 
 
Our PE days will continue to be on Thursday mornings.  
We will continue to develop their apparatus skills as well 
as introducing multi-skills such as ball handling and  
co-ordination.   
 
Thank you to the parents and carers who have been  
attending our monthly coffee mornings.  The next meet-
ing will be on Friday 27th January. We really encourage 
as many of you as possible to come along and share your 
ideas, celebrate the successes and ask as many questions 
as you like! 
 
Finally, thank you to all the parents who have agreed to 
take part in the Queens University reading research  
project.  Please check you emails on a regular basis as you 
will be shortly receiving a questionnaire about reading if 
you haven’t done already. 
 
Thank you once again for your  
continued support and hard work. 
 
The Foundation Stage team  
 

 
 
Term Dates for the Year 11/12 
 
 

Spring Term 2012 
Wed 4th  January Training Day for teachers 
5th January—30th March  
Friday 10th February Training Day for teachers 
Half term 13th—17th February 
 
Summer Term 2011 
Monday 16th April Training Day for teachers 
17th  April— 24th July 
Half term Mon 4th June—8th June 
 
For Year 6 Parents !!!!! 
Year 6 SATS week 2012 is  
May 14th—18th, 2012 
It is very important that your 
child is in school this week and in 
the weeks prior to the tests.  
 
No holiday leave will be sanctioned during SAT’s week 
for Year 6 pupils. 
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Important dates in January 
  
12th January Swimming Programme  
starts (Year 4/6 are first—details issued in 
first few days to these year groups) 

 
9th January Year 1 Circus Skills Workshop 
 
10th January Year 2 Owls in school 
 
11th January Year 5 Board Game Challenge 
 
11th January  6.00 p.m. Friends of Blue School  
Meeting (FOBS) 
 
12th January 9.00 Voluntary Helper Induction session 
(all welcome!) 
 
12th January Cross Country Race at Tretherras 
 
17th January Year 4 Non-Technology Day 
 
23rd January Year 3 Entry Point for Earthquakes & 
Volcanoes 
 
27th January Weighing and Measuring Yr 6 and F.S. 

 
Warning of dates later in the term 
 
8th  February Parents’ Forum 9.00 a.m. 
All Parents welcome to come in and discuss 

topical issues with Jennie Walker, Headteacher. See slip at 
end of newsletter. 
 
Week of  6th  —10th Feb  
Parent Consultation Meetings for Parents of Children 
with Individual Education Plans. (letters to come) 
 
Weeks of 27th Feb Scholastic Book Fair in school 
 
Week of  20th Feb—24th Feb Main Parent  
Consultation Meetings. (letters to come) 
 
10th Feb Training Day—School closed to pupils 
 
1st March CARE Day (Major fundraising event for pu-
pils organised by pupils.) 
 
March Year 3 & 5 Swimming starts 

 
 
Dogs on School Premises 
 
Can I please remind everyone that the  
exercising of dogs on school premises is  

prohibited. We would prefer it if we had no dogs on site 
because of the health and safety risks and also because we 
have many children and adults who are afraid of dogs.  
We would appreciate your support on this issue. 
 

Oysters and Mussels 
Year 2 News 

 
We wish you a Happy New Year and welcome 
back to a new term at Blue School!   

 
We hope that you had a great Christmas. Thank you for 
encouraging your child with their maths and reading  
Holiday Homework. We hope you enjoyed the Christmas 
Play as much as we did!  Weren’t the children great? 

This half term our topic is ‘Day and Night’ and as part of 
our Entry Point activities we will be having a very  
exciting visit from The Screech Owl Sanctuary!  During 
the topic children will be learning about nocturnal animals 
so any books or photos you could send in to school would 
be useful. 
 
During this unit we will be focusing on art, geography, 
music and science. 
In art, we’ll be looking at how artists have tried to show 
day and night, light and dark, in their pictures and trying 
to do the same ourselves. In geography, we’ll be finding 
out why it’s dark in one country and light in another at the 
same time and about what happens when the clocks 
change. In music, we’ll be learning how composers have 
been inspired by thinking about day and night, bright 
dawn and quiet darkness.  We will compose our own  
music with instruments and on laptops. In science, we’ll 
be investigating how light is reflected, about darkness be-
ing the absence of light and how we make shadows.   
 
You could help when you are out and about with your 
child by looking at shadows and discussing how long or 
short they are, and where the sun is. Talk about the  
different lengths of day and night as the seasons change.  
Ask your child to describe what happens at dusk and at 
dawn. 
 
We are very impressed with the progress the children are 
making in reading.  During Guided Reading we have  
noticed how good the children are at  
answering questions and talking about the 
book we are reading together.  Please  
continue to do this with your child at home 
when you are reading together. Thank you 
for your continued support. 
Sarah Woodfinden and Mary Hoyle 

‘Blue’ Briefing 
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Calling all parents and children who would love to cook 
healthy and delicious meals but don’t know where to 
start. 
 
If you would like your child to attend a six week FREE 
course that will cover the basic skills of sourcing,  
preparing and cooking delicious food please complete the 
slip below and return to Starfish class as soon as possible 
as places are limited to 4 children per course. The club 
will be held on Mondays after school in our school  
teaching kitchen and will finish at 5pm.  
 
Please note at this time the club is for Years 4 to 6 only. 
     
Sarah Cunningham 
 
—————————————————————— 
Return to Starfish Class 

I am interested in my child attending the cooking course. 

I am interested in helping on Monday afternoons from 

3.15pm – 5.00pm 

Child’s name_________________________ 

 

Child’s class ______________________________ 

 

Signature  

 

___________________________________________ 

 
Sports update 
 
We have had some fabulous sporting success 
during November and December.  

 
Some of our Year 5 and 6 children took part in the local 
cross country league at Tretherras. All of the children ran 
brilliantly and we were very proud of them. Notable  
performances came in the Year 6 boys team where there 
were some fantastic placings: 
3rd - Jordan Zervas 
5th – Sam Thomas 
7th – Lewis Cotterill 
Congratulations and well done to all runners. 
 
On Wednesday 7th December 40 children from across Key 
Stage 2 took part in a martial arts festival at Treviglas 
dome organised by Treviglas Community College.  All 
teams were fantastic, and had a great time.  
Congratulations must go to team A as they came 1st,  
winning the whole event: Eli Evans, Connor Old, Ryan 
Bailey, Roberta Scotland, Matthew Pollard, Jacob  

Lamboll, James Pollard, Harvey Henwood, Alfie Bromell 
and Charlotte Wells. Three of the A team, Harvey,  
Charlotte and Ryan, also never lost a bout throughout the 
festival. Team B finished 4th, team C 10th and team D  
finished 8th. All children were an absolute credit to the 
school and had a fantastic time! 

The Year 5/6 football team played against The Bishops 
on Monday 5th December. They all played really well but 
lost 4-1, with Lewis Cotterill scoring the goal for Blue 
School. 
 
There are always lots of sporting activities going on at 
Blue School. If you want to get involved in any of our 
sports clubs by supporting the delivery of the sport then 
please do not hesitate to contact us. 
 
We are always very interested to see and hear about chil-
dren’s sporting success outside of school. If your child has 
a sports achievement to celebrate please let us know so 
that we can share it with the rest of the Blue School  
Community! 
 
Recent Sporting Achievements: 
 
Josh Youngman (Whales) - Runner-up Best Nipper of the 
Year award at Surf-Life Saving. 
Roberta Scotland (Whales) - Most improved Nipper at 
Surf-life Saving. 
Lewis Cotterill  (Whales) - Yellow advanced belt in  
Aikido. 
Zach Dacey (Swordfish) Bronze for vault and floor, Gold 
for group Gymnastics. 
Imogen Barclay (Seals) – Grade 2 ballet, Grade 1 tap and 
orange ball in Tennis. 
Marli Battle  (Seals) Grade 2 ballet and Grade 1 tap. 
Dade Edward (Seals) - Blue belt in Karate. 
Ethan Scotland (Seals) - Purple belt in Karate. 
Sam Ashford (Seals) - Blue belt in Karate. 
Olivia Owen (Cod) – Green belt in Tae Kwando 
Gracie Netherton (Clams) - Green belt in Tae Kwando 
Jago Green (Clams) – Level 5 in swimming 
 
 
Emma Stewart 
Physical Education Leader 
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Clubs available this term.  
 
Slips at back of newsletter to be returned to school asap. 
You will be notified if you have a place.  
 

Swimming 
 
We are looking forward to beginning our 

swimming programme at Waterworld. Year 4 and 6 will 
begin on 12th January!! 
 
Children will need the correct kit, have their hair tied back 
(if long) and have no jewellery on! 
 
We have kept the cost at £2.30 per week this year and this 
covers pool hire, instructors and transport. 
 
Swimming is an important part of learning for our children 
and they make huge strides in skills and confidence. We 
know that you will support your child by making sure that 
they have their kit each week. Thanks. 
 
 
Emma Stewart PE Subject Leader 

 
Clams and Limpets 
            Year 1 News 
 
Welcome to 2012! We hope that you all 

had an enjoyable Christmas with your children and are 
now ready to start the new term with renewed energy and 
enthusiasm.  
 
We had such a lovely end to the Autumn Term with the 
Christmas play and our fabulous trip to the cinema. The 
children really enjoyed the experience and we look  
forward to repeating the experience next year. We know 
that the children particularly enjoyed all of the work on 
food. The fruit salad and the World War 2 Christmas cake 
was much enjoyed by both children, parents and other 
adults in the school. The Yule logs were spectacular and a 
great way to end the unit.  
 
Our next unit of work is called “Circus”. In this unit we 
will be exploring: 

· Performers in a circus – who are they? What costumes 
do they wear? What equipment do they use? 
· Tents and other structures – what materials are they 
made from? What shapes are they and what makes them 
strong? 
· Famous performers from the past – who were they 
and what were they famous for? 
· How have artists used the work of circus’ in their art? 
How do circus’ use the work of artists? 
· Drawing maps and plans to show how a circus might 
be set up. 
· Music that is used in a circus and music that is in-

spired by circus performers. 
At the beginning of our unit we will be having a big 
“circus day” where we will be learning skills like face 
painting, balancing and juggling. This should be great fun 
for us all and we look forward to learning some new skills. 
If you have any particular skills in these areas or just enjoy 
the fun of the circus – then please come and join us!! 

Club Club Lead-
er 

When / 
Where 

Year Group 

Cross 
country�
  

Mr  
Withers 
and Mrs 
Pearce 

Sharks  room�
3.15 – 4.15�
Mondays 

Yrs 3,4,5 and 6.�
  

Let’s 
Get 
Cook-
ing 

Miss  
Cunning-
ham 

Starfish  room�
3:15 – 5:00�
Mondays 

Look for the 
advert in the 
Blue Briefing! 

Quiz 
Club 

Miss  
Stewart 

Whales  room�
12:35 – 1:15�
Tuesdays 

By invitation 
only. 

Film 
Club 

Mrs 
Wood-
finden and 
Miss 
Simpson 

Oysters  room�
3:15 – 5:00�
Tuesdays 

By invitation 
only. 

Game 
Club 

Mr  
Bennetts 

Limpets room�
3:15 – 4:30�
Tuesdays 

Yr 6 only. 

Writ-
ing 
Club 

Mrs Hoyle 
and Mrs 
Calton 

Mussels  
room�
3:15 – 4:15�
Tuesdays 

Yr 3, 4, 5 and 6.�
  

Gar-
dening 

Jes Brito Cod’s room / 
Vegetable 
Garden�
3:15 – 4:30�
Thursdays 

Yr 2, 3, 4, 5 and 
6. 

Com-
puter 
Club 

Miss 
Simpson 

Library�
3:15 – 4:15�
Thursdays 

Yr 6 only. 

Craft 
Club 

Mrs  
Munley 

Mackerel  
room�
3:15 - 4:30�
Thursdays 

By invitation 
only. 

Foot-
ball 

Mr  
Withers 

Sharks  room�
3.15 – 4.15�
Thursdays 

Yr 4, 5 and 6 
boys only.�
  

Netball Miss 
Begley and 
Miss Shaw 

Whales  room�
3:15 – 4:15�
Thursdays 

Yr 4, 5 and 6. 

Tag 
Rugby 

Mr Rowe Dolphins 
room�
3:15 – 4:15�
Thursdays 

Yr 3 and 4. 

Sci-
ence 

Mr Rowe Dolphins  
room�
Lunchtime�
Friday 

Yr 3, 4, 5 and 6 

Gym-
nastics 

Mrs Will-
son 

Cod’s  room / 
Hall�
3:15 – 4:15�
Fridays 

By invitation 
only. 
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Please can you make sure that your child has their PE kit 
in school every day as we will try to get out for PE on 
most days.  Please can you also make sure that your child 
has their reading and spelling packs in school every day.   
 
As usual we will be looking for more volunteers to help 
with reading and spelling. It really makes a difference if 
each child can be heard for just a few minutes each day. 
We would love to see more of you in school!!!  
 
You may have heard that the Government is introducing a 
phonics screening check for all children in Year 1. We 
would like to invite you to a parents information afternoon 
so that we can talk to you about the screening check, the 
materials that will be used, what your child will be asked 
to do and what you can do to support your child at home.  
 
Later this week, you will receive a letter outlining the  
session further and we look forward to seeing you at this 
information session. 
 
As usual, our door is open to you if you wish to discuss 
anything. Please do not hesitate to contact 
us. 
 
Happy New Year to you all! 
 
From all of the staff in Limpets and Clams. 

         
 
        Mackerel and Cod News 

Year 3 
 
Welcome back everyone and we 

hope you have all had a good Christmas break.  
 
For the first two weeks of this term we will be finishing 
our topic on Art, Music and Fashion. We will be using 
Audacity, a sound editing package on the computer, to 
record and edit our own pieces of music using repeating 
patterns. Our inspiration is taken from winter scenes that 
we have been looking at in Art. 
 
Our new topic will be Earthquakes and Volcanoes. This 
is a long topic which lasts for ten weeks. For our opening 
experience we will be imagining that our school is a  
rescue centre for people to come to if there had been a  
disaster. We will be thinking about what people would 
need, and how we could provide it.  
 
The topic focuses particularly on Science and Geography. 
In Science we will be learning about solids, liquids and 
gas. We will be making mixtures and find outing what  
happens when materials are heated and cooled. In  
Geography we will be learning about where volcanoes and 
earthquakes occur on our planet, what causes them to  
happen, and how it affects the people who live in these 
places.  
 
Our first literacy topic this term is myths and legends. 
We will be looking at a range of different stories. You 

might like to visit Newquay library to borrow children’s 
books which retell the stories of Greek Myths. (It’s free to 
join, no fines for children and computers to check your 
own books out!) We will also be using the story of Jack 
the Giant Killer from St Michaels Mount to inspire our 
own stories. 
 
In Maths we will continue to focus on times tables as well 
as reinforcing place value and looking at addition and  
subtraction for 2, 3 or even 4 digit numbers.  
 
We were really pleased with all the homework activities 
the children completed last term. Please continue to read 
regularly with your child at home. This really makes a  
difference to their progress in reading. Practising reading 
and times tables should really be a daily activity for all 
children to help them achieve the best they can in school. 
A big thank you to all those 
who do this already. 
 
Best wishes from Jodie Munley 
and Helen Willson. 
 

 
Care Day 2012 
  
On Friday 1st March we are holding our  
annual ‘Care Day’. This is a fund-raising day 

organised by the children in Year 6 and is an important 
part of our Citizenship and Personal Social Health  
Education programme. It is also an enjoyable day and one 
which children remember. Class teachers will tell children 
in the week before, exactly what they need to bring to 
school on that day. 
 
This year, as always, monies raised will go to an  
organisation chosen by the School Council.  

 
 
Getting to school on time 
 
It is important to ensure that your child comes to 

school on time everyday so that they are ready and  
prepared for the day. As adults, we all know how stressful 
it can be when you are late for something.  Children may 
also feel embarrassed and anxious when they arrive late. 
Saying goodbye may be rushed which can leave you both 
feeling unsettled, particularly if there has been conflict 
over getting ready.  Being late can also mean that your 
child misses registration, is unclear what is expected of 
them and may even miss part of their first lesson.  If this 
happens on a regular basis it can really impact on your 
child’s learning.  
 
Tips to help you get your child to school on time. 
The night before…. 
•Prepare school uniform  
•Prepare all non-perishable things for their lunch box/put 
dinner money in bookbag 
•Read with your child/check their homework is complete 
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Providers of high quality care 

As your child takes their 
‘first steps’ on their 
educational ladder for life. 

We are a 62 place Full Day Care Nursery and out 
of school club, registered for children aged 0-13 
years of age.  
 

We are situated in the grounds of St Columb 
Minor School.  
 

For more information please  phone 01637 877073. 
www.firststepsnewquay.co.uk 
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               ST COLUMB MINOR 
                  PARISH CHURCH 

                               Invite all to their Services   
                            every Sunday 

                                              8:00am, 11:00am & 6:00pm 
                                           Crèche available 

 
 
 

                                               Contact 
                                               Rev. Chris McQuillen-Wright 

                                                 For more information 
                                                 01637 877165 
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‘Blue’ Briefing 

   use words, a reward chart or stickers 
•Make getting ready as fun as possible….eg beat the timer 
•It can help if you all have a target time to work towards 
•Often children are distracted by the television. Many  
parents find it useful to allow their child to watch the  
television or play with their favourite toys as a reward only 
when they are dressed and ready.  
  
Once you and your child are in a good routine, mornings 
should feel less stressful and getting to school on time  
without rushing or being late should be easier.  If you are 
finding it hard to get your child to school on time and 
would like support please speak to Miss Tamsin Irons 
or telephone the Parent Support Team on (01841) 541 

258. 
     

Friends of Blue School (FOBS) 
  

 2012 is now here and we hope that you all 
had a wonderful Christmas! 
 

 The Christmas plays and carol concerts were lovely and 
thank you to everyone for buying raffle tickets, we made 
£150.00, and the Christmas Fayre made £1000.00 – a huge 
amount, thanks again to everyone for your support.   
 
Our first meeting of 2012 will be on Wednesday 11th  
January at 6pm in the staff room, please come along and 
find out what events we are planning for the year, we would 
love to see you.   
 
We will be holding two discos on Thursday 9th February 
for KS1 and KS2, a flyer will be sent nearer the time, and 
we will be asking for volunteers to help us on the day, so if 
you’re free make a note of the date on your calendar, they 
are great fun!   
 
The used uniform sale continues every Tuesday in the hall 
after school. Each item is 50p. If anyone can spare half an 
hour once or twice a month to share the load please get in 

touch with us via our Facebook page or our contact details 
which can be found on the FOBS page of the school website.   
 
The minutes of our meetings and details of upcoming events 
can also be found on the school website, so until next month  
 
Happy New Year from FOBS! 
 

Rachel, Clare, Tracey & Debbie (FOBS Committee) 

 
 

FOBS meetings are held on the 
first Wednesday of each month at 6pm in 
the staff room.  If you can’t make the 
meetings, but would like to make  
suggestions for events etc, please let us 
know.  You can contact us via the school 
website, or via Facebook, “Friends of the 
Blue School”. 
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Seals and Otters 
News Year 4 
 
Welcome back to the Spring 
Term.  We hope you all had a 

lovely Christmas and wish you all a very happy and 
healthy 2012. 
 
We will be continuing with our Pictures, Paintings and 
Photographs topic for the next 2 weeks and then will be 
moving on to our next topic called Inventions and  
Machines. 
  
We will be looking at a variety of different inventions and 
machines, analysing the effect these have had on our lives 
and understanding their place in time. We will be  
particularly focusing on steam engines and mining and 
will hopefully be arranging a trip down a tin mine, later on 
in the term. 
  
If you would like to support your child during this topic 
some helpful activities might be: 

·  Visiting a railway 
·  Visiting Truro Museum 
·  Going to the library and sharing books about the 

Victorian era or machines. 
·   Designing and making models 
·  Talking about technology today and how things 

may have changed in your lifetime. 
  
We will be starting this topic with a non-technology day, 
on which the children will be invited to dress as a  
Victorian school child and take lessons as a Victorian 
child would have.  We will use candles for lighting, write 
on slates and eat bread and cheese for our lunch!  We will 
remind you of this day, nearer the time but hope that this 
will help to give you a little more time to sort out a  
costume!  Remember, ripped old trousers or a dark skirt, 
an old white shirt and plimsolls will be perfectly good. 
  
Swimming also starts for our Year group this term on 
Thursday 12th January and will continue every Thursday 
for 5 weeks. All children should swim every week, how-
ever if that is not possible, because of illness, please send 
a letter to school on the swimming day. Make sure all 
swimming kit is labelled and in a waterproof bag and that 
the children bring in their contribution of £2.30.  
 
Homework will continue to be sent out on a Friday and is 
due in on the following Thursday.  If homework comes in 
on the Friday we will be unable to mark it until the follow-
ing week.  Spellings will be tested and reset on a Friday 
and children will be expected to bring in their spelling 
books on this day, so they can do the test in the back and 
stick the new spellings in the front.  Children will also 
continue to be tested on their times tables on a Friday and, 
for those who have already leant them all, division facts 
will be tested! 
  
Please remember to drop in and see us if you have any 
concerns, we will always be happy to help. 

Many thanks for your  
continuing support. 
  
  
Emma Lawton and Nicola 
Price 

  
 
Dolphin & Swordfish 
News   Year 5 
 

We hope you all had a very merry Christmas.  
 
Just before Christmas we all thoroughly enjoyed the visit 
by local illustrator, Jack Teagle. The children created 
some fantastic comic strips and we hope to share these 
with you. Our Film Narrative unit in Literacy has been 
amazing and the children have been busy filming and edit-
ing their movies which we also look forward to sharing 
with you soon!  
  
We will now begin the topic of ‘Settlements’. In this topic 
we will be comparing settlements in the UK with the 
USA. We will be studying early settlers, the areas they 
chose to inhabit and develop and we will be comparing 
this to modern day land use. In Geography and History we 
will be learning new map skills, in design technology the 
children will be designing and creating their own settle-
ment board games and our science will be about materials.  

  
As part of our entry point activities we are going to hold a 
board game challenge day, where the children will play a 
variety of games to collect ideas for their own designs. 
Many children may have been given board games for 
Christmas and we would like them to take note of the 
overall  packaging, rules and game play. We will let you 
know very soon when we require the children to bring in 
their games. 
  
Due to adverse weather conditions it has been difficult to 
get the children outside for games. We will continue to try 
to get out when we can, and advise that all children have 
indoor and outdoor PE kit available to use every day of the 
week. For outdoor PE it is essential that the children have 
warm clothing to wear including track suit bottoms, a  
suitable sweat shirt and separate outdoor sports footwear 
as they may get muddy. 
  
Can we also take this opportunity to thank all parents/
carers for their continuing support with homework. We 
will be sending all homework home on Fridays and it 
needs to be returned by the following Thursday.  
Remember to keep up the hard work with the spellings, 
reading and times-tables. 
  
Have a Happy New Year. 
  
  
 
Julie Jenkin, Simon Rowe and the 
Year 5 team. 

‘Blue’ Briefing 
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Blue Briefing 

 Very Able Maths Workshop 
 
On Wednesday 23rd November, we went to 
Treviglas to do a ‘very able maths’ session.  
 

When we got there we had a guided tour of the college. 
Our teacher for the morning Mrs Penrose then read us a 
question which sounded really hard. We had to try and 
work it out! First we had to measure sweets to find the 
average length. Then we had to put the results into a chart. 
Finally we looked at other schools results and we added 
theirs to our charts to make it easier. Overall it was really 
fun (we also go to eat the sweets!) 
 
Molly Jones (Sharks), Josh Head (Sharks), James Gilbert 
(Dolphins) & Millie Roberts (Swordfish) 
 

 
Music lessons 
  
Music lessons resume again in the week  

commencing Monday the 9th Jan. The days for each  
instrument will stay the same but the times of your child’s 
lessons will change. As many children do other clubs  
outside of school we try to alternate the times to make it 
fair.  
 
¨ Flute and Clarinet will be on Thursdays running 

from 3pm Yr 3-6 
 
¨ Guitar will be on Tuesdays running from 3pm  
 Yr 3 - 6 
 
¨ Brass will be on Tuesday running from 3pm – 4pm 

Yr 3-6 
 
¨ Violin will be on Tuesdays running from 2.30pm – 

3.30pm Yr 1 -6 
 
¨ Drums will be on Wednesdays running from 

1.15pm – 3.15pm Yr 3-6 
 
¨ Keyboard will be on  Fridays running from 1.15pm 

– 4pm Yr 1-6 
 
The cost of all lessons are £50.00  for 10 lessons over the 
period of a term apart from Drums which is £58.00 for 10 
lessons over the period of a term .(Some limited  
concessions are available. Please contact the office for 
more details of this.No concessions are available for 
Drums as this is with a private provider.) 
 
We do still have some spaces available in some  
instruments. All spaces are allocated on a first come first 
served basis so if you are interested in any of the above 
mentioned then please fill in a music lesson interest form 
from our school office and I will get in touch with you in 
due course. 
 
Please remember that all music lessons have to be paid for 
in advance  at the start of each term. We cannot allow your 

child to start lessons until the invoice has been settled in 
full. 
 
Thank you 
Mrs Julie Jenkin      Music Subject Leader. 

 
Games Club. 
 
Are you in Year 6? 
Do you like playing board games? 
Do you like playing card games? 
 

If you answered yes to the above questions then you 
should sign up for Games club. It will be in Mr Bennetts 
room on a Tuesday after school at 3:15 until 4:30. 
 
We will be learning how to play a variety of board and 
card games each week. There will be an opportunity for  
children to bring their own games to share and play. Mr 
Bennetts will also be introducing the new role playing 
card game Munchkin. 
 
There are limited spaces so if you would like the chance to 
join please send in your club return slip as soon as  
possible. 

 
 
Choir News 
 
Our Choir have been very busy over the past 

few weeks rehearsing and preparing to entertain lots of 
people in our local community. We warmed up by appear-
ing at our own Christmas Fayre and from there our first 
stop was welcoming Santa at the Newquay  
Railway Station. This supported the Friends of 
Trenance Cottages to raise money for their worthy cause. 
The mainly KS1 Choir sang beautifully and so did some 
of  the parents/ carers ! Ha! Ha! 
  
In our biggest performance of the festive season we joined 
with the other Newquay Schools at St Michael’s Church 
for the Newquay Joint Inter Schools Christmas  
Concert. This group raised a large amount of money  for 
Christian Aid. 
  
We then went to Newquay Day Care Centre to entertain 
the senior citizens where we were well received and 
looked after .. The guests there loved us and gave us 
squash and sweets! 
  
On Saturday the 10th  of December we had a very tuneful 
day by firstly making a guest appearance at the St. 
Columb Minor Memorial Hall Craft Fayre where we 
were delighted to be asked to support some of our local 
Blue School Parents at their Christmas Bazaar. From there 
we all braved the elements and walked down to the church 
to take  part in the St Columb Minor Church’s Crib  
service alongside lots of other community groups.  
  
In the last week of term we went to a residential care home 
for the elderly, Holly Bush is at the top of Glamis Road in 
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Newquay where we have now become a regular feature 
each year. We entertained the residents with carol singing 
and ocarina playing. All of the senior citizens were thrilled 
to see us. 
  
A huge thank you  to all of the children and adults who 
have supported both Choirs this year. They have been well 
received wherever they have performed and I am very 
proud of them all. 
  
The choir is open to all children in KS1 and KS2, we meet 
each Thursday lunch-time in my classroom , the more the 
merrier. 
  
Look forward to seeing you all again. 
Happy New Year! 
  
Mrs Jenkin. 
Music Subject and Choir Leader . 

 
GARDENING CLUB 
 
 

After School Gardening Club will begin again on  
Thursday 26th January from 3.15-4.15pm.  We will shortly  
be writing to the parents of children who did not get the  
chance to join the club last term due to the large number of  
budding gardeners keen to take part! 
 
Afternoon class gardening rota for next term is as follows: 
 

Year 2:  26th Jan, 2nd Feb, 9th Feb 
Foundation:  23rd Feb, 1st March, 8th March 
Year 6:  15th March, 22nd March, 29th 
   March  

 
When it is your class turn, please make 
sure your child has wellies, an old coat 
and old trousers in school if you would 
like them to take part. 

 
 
School Council News 
 
Recently School Council put Nakita from 
Year 6 forward as a Cornwall Young  

Recycling Champion in an award scheme run by SITA.  
 
 
 
 
 
Thank 
you  
Nikita 
for all 
you 
do! 
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The children recognised her as someone who went out of her 
way to discourage people from wasting resources, to ensure 
rubbish was in the correct bins, to shut classroom doors to 
conserve heat and to make sure unneeded lights etc were 
turned off.  
 
We were very proud to hear she was runner up!  She went 
along to a presentation ceremony where she discovered she 
had not only won a lovely prize for herself but also four  
robust recycling bins for use in our school hall!  
 
Sarah Woodfinden and School Council. 

 
Farmhouse Breakfast Week 
 
 
Farmhouse Breakfast Week is an 
annual campaign to raise  
awareness of the benefits of eating 
a healthy breakfast and  

demonstrate the variety of breakfast foods available in the 
UK.  The theme for the campaign is “Shake Up Your Wake 
Up” - make small changes to your morning routine to make 
sure you have time for breakfast every day! 
 
St Columb Minor Academy would like to support this  
campaign as we really value the importance of having  
breakfast each morning and evidence suggests that it  
improves the concentration and behaviour of children.  We 
would therefore like to offer your child the chance to join us 
for breakfast on Thursday 26th and Friday 27th January for the 
bargain price of 50p per breakfast!  There will be the chance 
to sample our free range duck and chicken eggs!  
 
If your child would like to join us for breakfast on either or 
both of these dates, please complete the slip below and return 
it to the office by Monday 16th January 2012.  Payment for 
each breakfast will be payable to the kitchen staff each  
morning. 
———————————————————————— 
Return slip to office 
 
Farmhouse Breakfast Week 
 
Child’s Name ……………………………………..    
 
Class ……………………………………… 
 
 
I would like my child to join you on Thursday 26th January 
for breakfast at 8.15 am   
 
I would like my child to join you on Friday 27th January for 
breakfast at 8.15 am        
 
 
Signed ………………………………………Parent / Carer 
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Governor Corner 
 
2012 is now upon us, 
The festive season now past, 
A time to look to the future, 

To make New Year resolutions that last. 
 
To keep fit and eat more healthily, 
Just two of the favourites I’m sure, 
There are so many others to consider, 
For our community could you add one more? 
 
We’re all part of the Academy family, 
Something to be proud of I’m sure you’ll agree, 
Without realising we often take it for granted, 
But contributing to it can be free! 
 
Could you give an hour a week to volunteer? 
Undergo the ‘Helpers Induction’? 
It will benefit the children’s learning, 
And give you understanding of the Academy’s key  
function. 
 
Or offer your services to FOBS? 
Just once a month at 6pm they meet, 
Help to continue raise money and support them, 
What they achieve is no mean feat. 
 
Or are you someone who always has something to say? 
Questions, comments, moans or ideas, 
Share them at the Parents Forum, 
Make your thoughts and feelings clear. 
 
I know most of us help with home learning, 
And getting children to school on time, 
The above are merely considerations, 
If you’re unable to do more – that’s fine. 
 
Who knows what the 2012 will hold, 
I’m sure we all have our own expectations, 
Celebrations, challenges and much, much more. 
Remember our community’s built on strong foundations. 
 
We’ll continue striving to prepare children for the future, 
With everyone’s support they’ll achieve 
Grow in ability, self confidence and experience 
And in themselves truly believe. 
 
We’re part of a community to be proud of, 
In good times, trouble and strife, 
As a community we always come together, 
To ride the wave of life! 
 
 
By Sue Christophers 
 
 
Sue is a Parent Governor and a teacher at 
St. Columb Major School. She has  
children in Year 1 and Year 3.  
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Sharks and Whales 
Year 6 News 
 
HAPPY NEW YEAR!  
 

We hope you all had a wonderful Christmas and New Year 
and that the children are back ready to learn!  We would like 
to say a huge Thank You to all the children for producing 
such a fantastic Christmas Carol Concert.  We trust that you 
thoroughly enjoyed it as much as we all did.   
 
We start our new IPC topic The Physical World this term 
where we’ll be finding out about: 
 
Science – forces, energy, light and sound 
DT – models, games and solving problems 
ICT – multi-media presentations, word processing and the 
Internet 
International – energy sources in different countries, interna-
tional aid agencies and where important technological  
developments originated and how they’ve spread around the 
world. 
 
Swimming starts for us on Thursday 12th Jan for 5 weeks. 
Please ensure your child brings their £2.30, towel and  
swimming clothes each week! There is no need for shower 
gel! Can you also ensure your child is not wearing any  
������������	��
��
�������������������� before school. Long 
hair will also need to be tied back. 
 
As you are probably well aware this is now our final full term 
before the SATS, so we will be starting an organised  
revision program for their English and Maths.  Children 
now have had the opportunity to purchase revision books for 
these subjects and most have taken the opportunity and are 
using them well.  
 
In previous years it has become obvious within the classroom 
that the children who bought and used these benefited  
hugely.  If you are still keen for your child to purchase these 
revision aids we have them available at £9.00 for the set of 3 
books (£3.00 each). Each week your child should revise the 
topics they are covering within school that particular week in 
these three core subject areas. Every child is very familiar 
with the areas they are covering but if you have any problems 
don’t hesitate to contact us. These books have a double page 
devoted to each area making their revision both focused and 
manageable. Please do take time to ask your children which 
areas they are focusing on and help them to revise using  
these books as a guide to the appropriate content they need to 
know.  
 
We will continue to send home the reading papers to be  
completed. The children complete sections 1 and 2 one week 
then the rest of the booklet for the following week. These are 
due in on a Monday. 
 
Pop in and see us if you have any 
worries. 
 
Emma Stewart, Russ Withers and 
the Year 6 Team 
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Our Maori Visitors 
 
In the last week of term we 
were visited by a group of 
Maori’s on a tour from New 
Zealand.  
 
The men and women, dressed 
in traditional costumes thrilled 
and excited our children with 

their songs, stories and dances. The warrior men looked 
very fierce in their costumes as they demonstrated  
traditional fighting poses and made strange faces at us!! 

The women showed us how to dance with POI . Poi were 
used, many years ago  by men and women to increase their 
flexibility and strength in their hands and arms as well as 
improving coordination. 
 
The wahine (female) dancers performed the Maori POI , a 
dance performed with balls attached to flax strings, swung 
rhythmically. The POI dance was originally used by the 
Maori women for keeping their hands flexible for weaving 
and by the men for strength and coordination required 
during battle. POI are also used as a training aid for other 
ancient weapons like the Mere or Patu (Short club) 

 
 
 
When we 
had a go 
we found 
that it 
wasn’t 
that 
easy!! 
 
 
 
 

 
The men then, demonstrated the Haka, a traditional war 
dance or challenge, made famous worldwide by the New 
Zealand All Blacks rugby team. They then invited many 
of our male teachers and boys to join in with them. It was 
very funny to watch!! 

Blue Briefing 

The Maori group joined us for a traditional Cornish lunch 
followed by a preview of our carol concert. They loved the 
English carols. We finished the day by teaching them the 
Flora Dance. Our country dancers paired up with them to 
dance around the school. They were quick to learn! We  
finally said our goodbyes with an exchange of presents. What 
an amazing day! 

 
SEN Parent Support Group 
At our last meeting we had a cup of tea/coffee 
and a biscuit… 
 

 
.as well as 
sharing  
concerns and 
telling other 
parents about 
what is going 
well for our 
children.  
We also met 
Sandy  
Lawrence of 
Accessible Childcare who was impressed we had such a 
meeting!! By the end we were all aware of the activities our 
children can become involved in and the support groups that 
are in the community. 
 
This is what we do every last Friday of the month. Please 
come along. 
 
What is the SEN Parent support group? 
 
It provides: 
a supportive environment for parents of children with special 
needs to talk about their children  
and information about: 

· the way the school supports SEN pupils 
· events for SEN pupils and their families 
· practical,  financial and emotional support 
Next term we are hoping to arrange a day trip out for all the 
children on the Record of Need to use the Flow- rider at  
Retallack!!  
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CLUBS 
 
 

I give permission for   
 
Child .........................              Class …………………... 
 
to join …………………………….. (name of club) 
 
I will collect my child from school 
Or    
Please dismiss my child from school after the club 
 
In case of emergency or cancellation please contact me  
 
on..........................................(tel. no.) 
 
Relevant medical information…………… 
 
 
RETURN SLIP TO MISS. STEWART 
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