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Keeping you in touch with events at St. Columb Minor Academy 

Last month our 
school  

councillors 
were invited to 
join with other 

important  
politicians in 
the Newquay 
area in the  
local Civic  

Parade. 

 
Welcome to the July edition of ‘Blue Briefing’. 
 
I can’t believe we have nearly reached the end of another year! So much has happened 
this year that I am proud of: International Week, Maths Day, the Christmas and Summer 
Fayres, Pandemonium Theatre, World Book Day, residential visits, the Green Goblin 
project , our visit to India, Flora Dances and Sports Week to name but a few. Our  
children have achieved so much in and out of the classroom and we are so amazed by 
their talents! Thank you to all of our families and friends for the support that you have 
given our school over the past year.  
 
Individual pupil reports will be issued in the last full week to all parents. Class swops to 
meet new teachers will happen in the last two weeks of term. Current class teachers are 
available to meet parents in the week before the reports are due. Have a good summer 
break!!! 
This month’s edition of ‘Blue Briefing’ is packed with important information and interesting articles. Once 
you’ve read it, keep it handy, so that you know what’s coming up throughout the month! Looks like another 
exciting month at Blue School! 
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Staff News 
 
As we say goodbye to our current Year 6 
group we will also be saying goodbye to a 
few members of staff. Teacher Linden Taylor 

is off to work as a teacher in Egypt. She started her career 
at our school and we are so proud of her success. Reading 
Recovery teacher Jo Poulton finishes at the end of term as 
unfortunately government funding for this position ceases. 
She has had a significant impact with the children that she 
has supported.  TA’s Graham Cook and  Jane Morgans are 
off to pursue other opportunities. We will be sorry to see 
them all go and thank them for the contributions that they 
have made to our school. Good luck in the future to all of 
our leavers!  
 
We have  also appointed some new staff!  We welcome 
teachers Rebecca Shaw and Jodie Munley and TA’s Lisa 
Harvey and Carol Llewleyn. We know that they will be 
happy at our school. 
 
 

Foundation Stage News 
Starfish and Jellyfish 

 
 

Wow! Can you believe that we are in to the final weeks 
of Foundation Stage? We can’t! What a super year it has 
been!  The children have made excellent progress across 
all areas of the curriculum and it has been really enjoyable 
to watch them mature, grow, achieve and succeed. We will 
really miss them! 
 
Our new topic of animals is going well and we enjoyed a 
visit from some very cute puppies as well as a well trained 
dog belonging to Mr Boutwood! We have also enjoyed 
writing about and drawing our favourite animals.  To  
finish our topic of animals, in literacy we will be making a 
non-fiction book where we will be writing about a variety 
of animals and will include a contents page.  We will also 
be finding out about and using a range of non-fiction 
books to help us with this. In numeracy we will be sorting 
animals into their correct groups as well as continuing to 
problem solve and build upon our calculation skills.   
 
We are so proud of all the children for their efforts and 
achievements on sports day as we are sure you all are too.   
The children have really enjoyed learning outside, not just 
this term but all year. They have seen the environment 
around them change from snow and ice to rain and  muddy 
puddles to beautiful sunshine, clear skies and dry land! 
This has been a perfect opportunity for the children to 
learn about the changes in their environments and the 
causes for these.  They have planted peas in plant pots and 
tomatoes in the garden as well as enjoying the outside  
environment for bug hunting and bike riding!  Thank you 
to all those parents who have provided their children with 
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muddy days!!  Of course, the sand pit and water tray have 
provided hours of fun and has enabled many opportunities 
for social learning in particular to take place. As the 

weather continues to improve we will be outside as much 
as possible, so please ensure your child has a sun hat and 
sun cream if they are able to apply it themselves.  
 
The children recently enjoyed a visit to the Children’s 
Centre on site where we were invited to play games and 
paint pictures in relation to national child safety week. We 
were very lucky to be allowed to climb inside a fire engine 
and squirt some water too! 
 
The children have enjoyed the Year One transition  
mornings each week and often want to know when they 
are going back! We are confident that they will be just as 
excited in September and will be ready to show off all 
their learning from this year! 
 
To finish what has been a brilliant year and to end our  
topic of ‘animals’ we are proposing a visit to ‘Springfields 
Pony Centre’ on Thursday 21st July.  Please check book 
bags within the next week for further information. 
 
On Monday 25th July we will be having a little party for 
the children to end the term.  A small donation of food 
would be very much appreciated as will any volunteers to 
help assist with games! At the end of this day we are  
inviting all parents and carers in to watch a small film  
celebrating all the children’s learning during their first 
year at school.  You will also be able to share your child’s 
learning journey with them.   
 
During the summer holidays please continue to learn 
tricky words with the children and encourage them to 
write them too.  We will be collecting reading books in in 
the last full week of term, so any opportunity for your 
child to read over the holidays would be beneficial.   
The children’s learning journeys will go to their new class 
teacher but will then be sent home to you within the first 
half term.   
 
Finally a huge thank you for your continued hard work 
and support with your children’s learning.  We are so very 
proud of all of them.  Thank you to all our parent helpers 
this year too.  Your help and support is invaluable. 
We wish you all a very happy and safe 
summer holiday and look forward to 
working with many of you again in the 
near future. 
From the Foundation Stage Team.  
 
Gifted and Talented Drama at Treviglas 
 
On Monday 20th June Joe Millington (Clams), Jake  
Jackson (Limpets), Jessica Whitby (Mussels) and Storm 
Van Der Westhuyzen (Oysters) went to Treviglas for a 
Drama workshop. The whole morning was based on ‘The 
Cat In The Hat’. They completed a puzzle called ‘green 
eggs and ham’, made cat in the hat hats then performed a 
show on the story. They were then the lucky receivers of 
cat in the hat cakes – which had little white and red striped 
hats on the top of blue icing! They were delicious! The 
children all had lots of fun and said it was “awesome!” 
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PC Phil our Police Community 
Support Officer!  

 
PC Phil looks after our area. You might have 
seen him out and about checking on parking 

or helping to keep our children safe. He often  
visits the school, gives awards in assembly and spends 
time talking to the children on the playgrounds.  
 
He would like us to remind you that we all have a  
responsibility to park safely and in appropriate places. It is 
an offence to park in our drop off zone or park across 
someone’s entrance. He is  also checking that our  
children are safely ‘belted in’ and in appropriate car seats.  
He is also checking the disabled badges of the drivers  
using our disabled parking bays—please show considera-
tion to the drivers that really need to use these spaces. 

 
New Children in School 
 
During the past few weeks we have  
welcomed Daniel Esam, Lauren Cooper, Josh 
Samuel, Harriet Scowen and Mathew Fearn. 

All of these children have settled in well to their new  
classes and have become valued members of Blue School.  
 
During the first few weeks of July we will be welcoming a 
number of children who will be joining us in Foundation 
Stage in September. These children and their families will 
be taking part in our Learning Together sessions. On the 
19th July they will be joining their new classmates with 
the teacher that will be with them in September. We will 
be running three Foundation Stage classes next year. We 
look forward to meeting them all! 
 

              Clams and Limpets  
Year 1 News 

 
We are so pleased with how hard the  
children have worked this year. When we 
look back at their achievements and  

progress we are filled with pride! We also realise that we 
have been working very hard and have been very busy 
learning lots of new skills recently. We are so happy with 
the quality of their work on display, that we are thinking 
of holding an open afternoon towards the end of the year 
so that you can share and celebrate with your child their 
wonderful achievements—watch this space for  
confirmation. 
  
We are currently enjoying our topic on “Transport ”. The 
children have learnt so much about Richard Trevithick. 
We are in the process of organising a visit from not only 
‘Austin 7’ cars but a half-size steam engine and a tractor 
as well!! We have investigated what size and shape   
plasticine boats should be to carry a certain weight and 
finding out about push and pull forces. 
  
The summer fayre was very successful and a big thank 
you to all who joined in from buying raffle tickets, send-
ing in donations, to throwing  wet sponges at Mr Bennetts. 

 During Sports Week we had a fantastic time. We took 
part in our sports day and tried our best. The curling was 
so much fun and the curling stones slid very well across 
the hall floor! We would like to say a big thank you to 
Double Trees for loaning the curling equipment and to 
Bounce Academy for showing the children some dance 
routines.  
 
Finally, may we take the opportunity to say a huge thank 
you to all of those parents who have given so much of 
their time this year in so many ways. 
  
It is very much appreciated and we look forward to seeing 
you all next year too – you can still help in Year 1 even if 
your children have moved on! 
  
We wish you and your families a  
wonderful holiday and here’s hoping 
sunshine continues! 
 Best wishes 
The Year 1 Team 

  
       
Term Dates for the Year 
 
Summer Term 2011 

Ends— 26th July 
 
Autumn Term 2011 
Mon 5th September Training Day for teachers 
Tues 6th September—15th  December 
Friday 21st  October Training Day for teachers 
Half Term 24th  October—28th October 
 
Spring Term 2012 
Tues 3rd January Training Day for teachers 
4th January—30th March  
Friday 10th February Training Day for teachers 
Half term 13th—17th February 
 
Summer Term 2012 
Monday 16th April Training Day for teachers 
17th  April— 24th July 
Half term Mon 4th June—8th June 

 
Important dates in July 
  
6th  July  6.00.p.m. Friends of Blue School  

Meeting —we welcome all parents and friends to this 
meeting , which will be in the staffroom. 
 
18th July New Foundation Stage Parents Meeting 
(separate letters issued) 
 
19th / 20th  July  The Peace Child Performances (see 
article later) 
 
22nd July Sports Day—Key Stage 2 1.30 pm 
 
4th—8th July Year 6 Residential to Okehampton 
 

‘Blue’ Briefing 
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Week 18th July Class allocations due out  
 
19th  ‘Swop Over’ morning for all children 
 
25th ‘Swop Over’ morning for all children 
 
25th July Year 6 Prom (separate letter issued) 
 
26th   Year 6 Leaver’s Assembly (Year 6 parents  

                                   invited) 
 
Oysters and Mussels  
            Year 2 News 
 
We have had lots of fun with our classes 
this year and can’t believe it is nearly over. 
We are very impressed with the fantastic 

progress the children have made. They should be proud of 
themselves and we certainly are very proud of them! 
 
We are currently enjoying our topic on “Toys” .  Our day 
at the beach, which was the launch of our topic, was a 
great success and enjoyed by all.  We made super  
sandcastles and played lots of games.  

 
The children are 
enjoying  
investigating toys 
people played 
with in the past 
and sewing their 
own felt glove 
puppets! 
 
We hope that you 
have had a 

chance to look in our corridor and see the fantastic  
paintings the children have produced for Newquay in 
Bloom. These will be on display at the town’s presentation 
evening next term. 
 
Still to come….. 

·  Finding the way through an adventure game on the 
laptops. 

·  Finding out more about games people played in the 
past. 

· Continuing with puppet making. 
 
During the last part of term the children will be visiting 
their new teachers and classrooms.  We will be preparing 
the children for this transition and talking through their 
experiences with them.  We all want this to be an  
enjoyable and exciting time for them!  Please come and 
talk to us if you would like any more information or to 
make us aware of any apprehensions your children might 
have. 
 
At the same time we will be looking forward to  
welcoming the children who will be in Year 2 in  
September, and would be equally happy to see any of their 

parents to give information or support. 
 
Finally, may we take this opportunity to say a huge thank 
you to all of those parents who have given so much of 
their time this year in so many ways.  It is 
very much appreciated! 
 
We hope you have a fantastic summer break! 
The Year 2 Team 
 

 
 
 

 
Great news!   Our Year 2 member, Luke, has been selected 
as one of Film Club’s Reviewers of the Week. 
 
Luke received a super selection of Film Club prizes which 
were presented in a recent assembly. His review of Arthur 
and the Great Adventure can be seen below, but was also 
in the 'Review of the Week' section of the Film Club  
website www.filmclub.org.uk  

 
Arthur And The Great Adventure 
I really loved this film! My favourite character was  
Arthur because he always made the right decisions. I 
laughed in my head. I think lots of people would enjoy 
this film. 
Film Club organisers sent their thanks to all of our Film 
Club members for writing such great reviews! 
 
Sarah Woodfinden and Maggie Simpson 
 
The Great  
Garden Toy 
Wash 
 
The Car Wash 
Team, our school 
winners of the  
Climate Challenge 
Competition in 
March, put their 
idea into action at the Summer Fayre!   
 
They substituted cars for toys and  came up with ‘The 
Great Garden Toy Wash’.  They had lots of fun washing  a 
variety of bikes and scooters.  The team advertised their 
fund raising idea by running a very professional advert in 
assembly, and making eye catching posters.  You couldn't 
miss them on the day as they wore brightly coloured,  
specially designed T shirts!  (Thanks to Ami’s mum!).    
Later the team also gave the Foundation Stage outdoor 
toys a welcome clean.   
 
Well done to The Car Wash Team, who through their  
efforts raised £10 for Cornwall Wildlife Trust. 
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Mackerel and Cod News 
Year 3 

 
Welcome to our final message 
for this year. The year really 

feels like it has flown by. July will still be a busy month 
with reports nearly ready to go out and Key stage 2 Sports 
Day now planned for 22nd July. Of course, very soon the 
children will be finding out their new classes for  
September and have the opportunity to work with their 
new teacher on our swop over mornings. 
  
We are now all engrossed in our Treasure unit. We had a 
rather wet opening experience but we have since been 
learning all about who owns treasure, pirates and  
privateers who stole it and have started to find out about 
the Aztec and Incas who were well known for their golden 
treasure. In science we are learning about what happens 
when we change the number or arrangement to  
components in electrical circuits, using symbols to show 
what we have made and designing and making our own 
switches. In Art and DT  we will be designing and making 
our own piece of treasure. 
 
In Literacy we have been writing some really exciting  
adventure stories about school pets who want to escape 
and will be making some short animations as a trailer for 
our stories. We will finish off the year writing instructions 
to tell someone how to do this.  
 
Recently we have had a data-handling focus for maths. We 
were trying to find out whether practise helps you become 
better at something, and we now have 2 classes of children 
who are expert at catching a dropped ruler! 
 
As we write this Porthpean camp is nearly upon us, and 
everyone is very excited. We are all crossing our fingers 
for fine weather and hope everyone has a really good time, 
whether they are going to camp, or staying in school. 
  
Please make sure your child has their PE kit in school  
every day and that nothing is missing from it. There will 
be extra practises for sports day which will be weather  
dependent so it is impossible to say which day they will 
need it. 
 
Thank you to all parents for their support this year. We 
have really enjoyed teaching this year group, and we wish 
the children all the best in Year 4! Thank you to all of our 
regular voluntary helpers for giving up your time to work 
with our children—please come back 
next year!! 
  
Wishing you all a very happy, safe 
and sunny summer holiday! 
 
Helen Willson, Simon Rowe and the 
rest of the Year 3 team. 
 
 
 

Sports update 
 
In June we had our first ever Sports Week. It 
was National Sports Week and all across the 

country children were taking part in sports and aiming to 
achieve their best. We took the Olympic theme and gave 
every child in the school the opportunity to take part in a 
sport they might not have tried before. 

 
We began the week with a fantastic  
opening ceremony on the front field. The 
whole school took part in a “Wake Up, 
Shake Up” routine – even the adults 
moved to the groove! Two children from 
every year group then carried the 
“Olympic Torch” in a relay around the 
field. Our thanks go to Rev Chris who 
ran with the children and to Zena Walker 
who provided the music with the African  

                             Drumming group.  
 
This event was quickly followed by a 
multi-skills session with Foundation 
Stage children and Fencing with Year 
5. Again our thanks go to Keith Cot-
terill and the Truro Fencing club. 
Watch this space for more information 
from the Fencing club. Whilst we were 
all very busy at school, the Year 6 
children were surfing down at Fistral – 
what an amazingly active and busy 
day to kick off Sports Week. 

 
We enjoyed Aikido with Year 5, Karate 
with Year 3 and 4 and dance and  
curling with Year 1! Our thanks to 
Brannel Aikido club, Atlantic Karate 
Club and Bounce Dance academy. 
Please look at the website for photos 
from sports week.  
 
If your child enjoyed these sports  and 
you would like further information on 

any of these community sports groups, please speak to 
Mrs Cotterill.   
 
Thank you for your fabulous efforts with the Sainsbury’s 
vouchers. We have over 10,000 and Mrs Cotterill is very 
excited about the range of equipment that we can acquire 
which will add to our sporting resources…. We quite like 
the idea of our own set of indoor curling stones….and 
beanbags……and rounders posts……   
 
Remember that you can pledge support to our school for 
National Sports week by visiting the website:  
www.lloydstsblondon2012.co.uk  We could be in with a 
chance to win tickets to an Olympic event in London next 
year!  
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Otter & Seal News 
Year 4 
 
Thank you very much for all of the  
support that you have given us and 

your children this year. We are delighted with the progress 
they have made both academically and socially. 
  
We really enjoyed sampling the different physical  
activities during National Sports Week and are looking 
forward to our Sports Day on the 22nd July.  It would be 
great to see you there supporting your child if you are able 
to come along.  
  
We are fast approaching the end of a busy and exciting 
year but are still working hard. We are currently working 
on writing newspapers in Literacy and telling the time in 
Numeracy. It would be really useful if you could spend a 
little bit of ‘time’ with your children reinforcing this  
important concept. 
 
We are also working really hard towards our Rainforest 
Café and have been doing a variety of creative activities 
ready to share including art, dance, music and writing.  
We will be selling things that the children have made and 
last year we raised over £200 for The Rainforest Alliance.  
We hope to do even better this year for this very worth-
while cause.  There will also be a raffle where you have 
the chance to win an amazing rainforest cake. 
  
You are all invited to the RAINFOREST CAFÉ which 
will be opening for one afternoon only on the 21st of July 
from 2pm! You will be receiving an invitation from your 
child in the next week! There will be a chance to purchase 
cakes, smoothies, and children’s art work, have your face 
painted and much more! If you would like to bake a cake 
for the café we would be very grateful.  If you could let 
Miss Taylor know by the 15th of July if you can that would 
be great. Brothers, sisters, aunts, uncles and grandparents 
are also very welcome. 
  
Towards the end of the year there will be an opportunity 
for the classes to meet with their new teachers on two 
‘swop over’ mornings. (see diary dates) 
 
It has been a very busy year with all of us learning new 
things and making real connections and friends with other 
countries, especially Kenya and India and within our own 
country, linking to schools in Lincoln and Bury. We have 
certainly had some fun times, particularly the trip to P 
oldark Mine, Non-Technology Victorian Day and  
Porthpean Camp.  
 
It has been a pleasure to teach this group of children and 
we wish them well in Year 5. 
 
 
 
 
The Year 4 team 
   

  
 

   
 
 
 
You may remember that this time last year, we were the 
UK Primary School winner for The Ashden Awards for 
Sustainable Energy. 
 
Last month, Mrs Harper was invited back to the Royal  
Geographical Society in London to attend the awards  
ceremony for this year’s International and UK winners.  
This presented an opportunity for our school to meet and 
network with other International and UK winners and 
share our sustainable policies and practices in Sustainable 
Energy with businesses and organisations both nationally 
and globally. 

Our budding young gardeners 
began harvesting some of the 
fruits of their labour in time for 
the Summer fayre.  We hope 
that you enjoyed the potatoes 
that were on sale.  

We will be selling  
further produce during 
July at the end of the 
school day – look out 
for further details and 
please come and  
support us as all  
proceeds will go back to sustain our garden. 
 
We would like to welcome another new gardener, Tim 
Lawrence, who will also be working with our children 
throughout the Summer term.                                                                                                  
 
Gifted and Talented Science at Treviglas 
 
On the 27th May we went to a more able science morning 
at Treviglas. We learnt a lot about DNA, chromosomes 
and genes. We were then shown how to clone plants 
(which we got to take home!).  We understand now that 
cloning humans is illegal but that geckos can grow their 
tails back because they don’t have specialised cells.  
Overall we had a great morning with Mrs Seyfert!�

 
 
Tadhg Maclean, Niamh Healey, Liam Gardner, Joe Cave  
Year 6 
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Music Lessons 
 
As normal near the end of term I have 
to confirm numbers for next year’s  
music lessons. We are in the process of 

considering the providers available to us. 
 
The music lessons have been a huge success and we have 
been delighted to hear and see the children playing their  
instruments in various assemblies. I will be very shortly 
sending out a letter to all children who currently have  
music lessons to find out if they would like to continue 
with their lessons in the Autumn Term.  
 
Obviously as the current Year 6’s will be leaving us there 
will be positions available in a variety of instruments if 
any child would like to take up an instrument.  
The instruments that we currently offer are:- 
 
Woodwind/ Clarinet/ Flute/Saxaphone etc. KS1 and KS2 
Guitar       KS2 only 
Brass Trumpet/ Cornet etc               KS1 and KS2 
Drums      KS2 only 
Strings/ Violin/ Cello etc   KS1 and KS2 
Keyboard     KS1 and KS2 
 
If you are interested in your child starting music lessons 
please complete a slip which you can collect from the 
school office and return to it my class Year 5 Swordfish as 
soon as possible and I will get in contact with you to give 
you more details. 
Thank you 
 
Mrs Julie Jenkin        Music Subject Leader. 

 
 
Attendance 
 
In the next few weeks we will be congratulat-
ing the pupils who have achieved 100%  

attendance over the year up until July 1st.– Well done!!  
More children have attended more days this year than  
before- well done everyone, for recognising the  
importance of learning every day and coming to school.  
 
I would like to thank all the parents who so  
conscientiously notify the school when their children are/ 
or are going to be absent, either due to illness or medical 
appointments. We have an automated telephone system on 
which you may leave a message about your child’s  
absence. However, if you would like to speak to Michelle 
Smith leave your number and she will call you back. 
 
Please remember that holidays taken in term time must be 
agreed by the Headteacher. She must consider the reasons 
you are going on holiday in term time, before using her  
discretion as to whether to agree an authorised absence. 
Please ensure you collect and complete a holiday form  
before you book your holiday. 
 
Next term we will be continuing to carefully monitor  

lateness. Obviously occasional lateness is unavoidable due 
to uncontrollable circumstances, but being on time is very  
important. Children use this time to socialise with other  
pupils, prepare for the day ahead and to attend assemblies, 
as well as start their learning.  
 
To monitor and to keep you informed we send letters to all 
children who arrive late in school. We will also inform 
you if your child has above a reasonable number of “lates” 
each term like we do if your child’s attendance drops  
below 85%. 
 
Enjoy the holiday and come back to school punctually and 
healthy in September 
 
Tamsin Irons 
Assistant Head with Responsibility for Inclusion.   
 
Gifted and Talented Design Technology at  
Treviglas 

 
On Monday 13th June, we all 
went to Treviglas to take part 
in a DT workshop. We creat-
ed designs on a computer and 
then transferred them onto 
plastic by using a laser cutter. 
These then made keyrings for 
us to take home. It was a 
great experience and we’re 

hoping to do something like this again when we get up to 
secondary school! 
 
Jordana Lowe, Emilie McAulay, Leanne Davis and Katy 
Martin - Year 6 
 
Hall For Cornwall Show!! 
  
On the 17th July the children below are all dancing at the 
Hall for Cornwall. They all dance with Pamela Darlington 
and want to raise money for Precious Lives and CLIC  
Sargent. They will be doing two shows on that day so if 
you are interested in watching them then look them up at 
the Hall for Cornwall. You will see a variety of dances 
like ballet, tap and modern from children aged 4 to 
19years. 

 
Good luck to you all! 
 

‘Blue’ Briefing 
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Providers of high quality care 

As your child takes their 
‘first steps’ on their 
educational ladder for life. 

We are a 62 place Full Day Care Nursery and out 
of school club, registered for children aged 0-13 
years of age.  
 

We are situated in the grounds of St Columb 
Minor School.  
 

For more information please  phone 01637 877073. 
www.firststepsnewquay.co.uk 
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               ST COLUMB MINOR 
                  PARISH CHURCH 

                               Invite all to their Services   
                            every Sunday 

                                              8:00am, 11:00am & 6:00pm 
                                           Crèche available 

 
 
 

                                               Contact 
                                               Rev. Chris McQuillen-Wright 

                                                 For more information 
                                                 01637 877165 
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‘Blue’ Briefing 

Friends of Blue School 
FOBS News 

 
Well, here we are, the last Blues Briefing 
before the end of another school year. 

 
Saturday 18th June was the day of our Summer Fayre, and 
what a brilliant day it was.  The rain had looked like it 
would wash us out so plans were hastily drawn up to move 
most of the Fayre indoors.  But we needn’t have worried 
too much, the sun shone and many of you came to support 
the event, raising funds towards the sun shading and  
shelters needed around the school. Some of you even tried 
out the “UV scanner” to see how good – or bad – your skin 
was!  
 
“The Steelers” performed two sets during the day and we’re 
sure you’ll agree that they were fantastic.  The Bookstart 
Bear, Newquay Zoo, Blue Reef Aquarium, Wavecrest  
Scuba, Bounce Dance Acadamy and Atlantic Karate to 
name a few, also came along to support us. Mr Bennetts, 
Mr Rowe and Miss Taylor braved the stocks again and got 
well and truly soaked all in the name of fund-raising.  The 
Go Karts were as popular as ever and the new Lasertag was 
a huge success.  Weather permitting, it may return for the 
Christmas Fayre so watch this space!  We really hope that 
you enjoyed the day as much as we all did. 
 
Our profit of over £1500 was the highest amount we have 
achieved.  Thanks to all of you for coming along to support 
the event, to the teachers and all of our volunteer helpers, 
and to the businesses who kindly donated raffle prizes.  
Special thanks also go to Georgia Marshall and Conner 
Noble who kept coming back for more and more raffle  
tickets, eventually selling over £30!! 
 
Thanks to all the children for sending in their “Pet Show” 
pictures. There were some lovely photographs and Miss 
Irons had a difficult time choosing the winner, who was 
Eagan Fabby from Clams for his lovely picture with Patch 
the pig.  

Raffle winners: 
1st prize: Family BBQ – S Noble 
2nd prize: “Discover Scuba” lesson – Penny Guest 
3rd prize: Family ticket to Eden Project – Donna Boxall 
 
Auction winners were:   
The Lewinnick voucher – Barry Millington 
The BMX Bike – Joel Russon  
All of the prize winners will be posted on the FOBS page of 
the school website. 
 
On Thursday 30th June, the weather stayed dry for KS1 to 
hold their Sports Day.  The children had a great time – all 
that practice certainly paid off.  Thanks to the volunteers who 
helped with the refreshments on the day.  Just to remind you 
that KS2 Sports Day will now take place on Friday 22nd July, 
weather permitting. 
 
On Monday 25th July, the Leavers Prom will be held for Year 
6 students.  This is a lovely evening where the children (and 
teachers) get dressed up and dance to the sounds of DJ  
Simpson!  If you would like to help on the evening, please let 
us know – it’s not every Monday night you get the chance to 
wear a glam dress! 
 
The second hand uniform sale continues every Tues after 
school, all items are sold for 50p.  At this time in the school 
year, you may have uniform that your child has grown out of 
and we would really appreciate it if you could donate this to 
us.  Any items can be left with Reception.  Thank you. 
 
When we return in September, the school will be celebrating 
One World Week.  This is when your child learns all about 
their class’ host country, and the week ends with a very col-
ourful parade through St Columb Minor village.  This year, 
as part of One World Week, we will be sending home a bag 
from Ecokids and will be asking you to send in any unwanted 
items of clothing, bedding, other textiles plus bric a brac.  
These filled bags can then be returned to school where they 
are taken away to be weighed, and the school receives £550  
per tonne. 

FOBS meetings are held on the 
first Wednesday of each month at 6pm in 
the staff room.  If you can’t make the 
meetings, but would like to make  
suggestions for events etc, please let us 
know.  You can contact us via the school 
website, or via Facebook, “Friends of the 
Blue School”. 




�

Swordfish & Dolphins 
News  Year 5 

We cannot believe how fast this year has passed and how 
much we have achieved. Well done to all Yr 5 for their 
hard work and effort. 
  
On Monday June the 21st we went to ‘Newquay Fire 
Station’ to visit ‘Hazard Alley’  which simulates  
potentially dangerous scenarios and allows the children to 
make decisions about how to deal with situations safely. 
We learnt a great deal! The children all really enjoyed the 
activities, it made so many situations more real. The  
children were able to witness a chip pan fire first hand and 
now know what they should or shouldn’t do in this  
dangerous situation. The activities ranged from knowing 
how to keep themselves safe on the beach to learning the 
legal ages for purchasing items such as aerosol cans and 
glue.   
  
We had a fantastic day at the 
“Green Power Goblin” race 
at “Newquay airport”  on 
Thursay 23rd June. The sun 
shone and all of the children 
who wanted to, were able to 
race or drive the kit cars.  
Everyone explored the  
sustainability fair. There were 
some interesting stands such as 
sun safety information and 
eco’ talks on green energy  
issues. The police sniffer dogs 
display team was especially 
lively! We are extremely 
proud of the work we have done in Year 5 to get the cars 
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no break downs. We would like to take this opportunity to 
thank all the parents who attended. Thank you! 
  
The Yr 5’s are now ready to move on , 
good luck to you all, it’s been a pleasure 
to teach you 
  
Paul Boutwood and Julie Jenkin and 
Year 5 team 
 

 
Governor News 
 
As the end of another school year approaches 
and thoughts of summer holidays begin to 

take over, I feel I must write a few words on what has 
been a very successful and exciting period for St Columb 
Minor School. 
 
Much has been achieved and the school has made great  
progress in many areas.  The academic and sporting  
achievements have been very impressive, as have many 
areas of school life and I thank all staff for their expertise 
and efforts throughout the year.  We have some  

outstanding teachers and support staff and I look forward 
to an even more exciting and progressive time next year.  
 
I must thank Year 6 pupils for their contribution to school 
life and I wish them well at Secondary School.  
 
I feel that a good partnership between home and school  
exists and I wish you all a happy and safe holiday. 
 
Jennie Walker Governor 

 
Sharks and Whales  
 News Year 6 
 
Unbelievably our children only 
have about three weeks left at Blue 

School before they make their transition into secondary 
education! We would like to take this opportunity to thank 
the children for a superb year which has seen them in-
crease in confidence, behave brilliantly and put full effort 
into their learning. You would think this year would have 
left them worn out but they seem to be keener than ever to 
take part in all the activities that are on offer to them. 
 
June saw us take to Porth Beach for our Fit for Life  entry 
point. Even though it was a miserable, dreary morning, the 
children were still in great spirits and great Blue School 
ambassadors. They cleaned the beach thoroughly, even 
finding a lobster tag from Newfoundland, and then talked 
with the lifeguards about how to be safe on the beach. 
 
This month a large group of Year 6 are taking part in a 
residential visit to Okehampton (4th – 8th July).  We will 
experience such activities as: Gorge Scrambling, Pony 
Trekking and Mountain Biking to name just a few and we 
would like to thank Jennie Walker for organising this ex-
citing week. Running alongside this the children have also 
taken part in a free Surf for Schools project run by Fistral 
Beach International Surf Centre as part of School Sports 
Week. The mornings were practical based with an  
emphasis on increasing surfing skills in the water as well 
as vital knowledge about the water and tides. The groups 
were brilliantly behaved and had a great time! Some also 
had the exciting opportunity to be involved with fencing 
and water polo. Again the children were brilliant  
representatives of Blue School and really enjoyed these 
new sports. 
 
Finally after such a successful year could we remind all 
parents that the Leavers Service is on the last day Tues 
26th July at 2:00pm. Can we please ask that all the  
children are in full school uniform and looking their 
smartest on the day to reflect what a fantastic Year 6 they 
have been. They will be very much missed! 
 
STOP PRESS! 
This year our Year 6’s have their LEAVERS PROM 
on the evening of Monday 25th July 
from 7:00 – 9:00pm! (Letters with 
detailed information about both 
leavers events will follow) 
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Our rehearsals are 
coming along nicely 
and on receipt of this 
newsletter you will 
have the opportunity to 
purchase tickets for 
our Summer Show 
`The Peace Child ‘.  
 

A story set in the far-off fictional land of Mambica, this is 
the story of two opposing tribes with different life-styles 
and traditions. The Sotongi and Wannakeekee tribes are 
separated by a river and also by generations of animosity. 
There seems to be little hope of reconciliations until a 
western TV crew decide to build a bridge between the two 
communities !!  
 
If you enjoy music, dance and comedy drama this is the 
show for you to view! 
 
The children have been working really hard to make this 
show a success and I do hope that you will be able to  
support them by coming to watch them live! 
 
The show will be shown on the following dates :- 
Tuesday the 19th of July at 1.30pm 
Tuesday the 19th of July at 6.00pm 
Wednesday  the 20th July at 6.00pm 
 
All tickets are £1.50 per seat and everyone above the age 
of  2 years old must have an allocated seat to meet with 
our fire-safety regulations please. 
 
Thank you to all those parents and carers who have been 
busy helping the children with their costumes and props 
etc  they look great. May I take this opportunity to also 
thank all of the staff and volunteers who have helped me 
put this show together. 
 
Looking forward to seeing you at one of the performances. 
 
Mrs Julie Jenkin 
Musical Theatre Producer 

 
Choir News 
 
I just wanted to end this  
academic year by saying how 
proud I am of the Choir  
members from our school. 
They have all shown a huge 
commitment by attending 
many rehearsals and showing 
off their talents to the school 

and members of the public and a variety of events and 
public appearances across the year. I am sure those of you 
who have heard them sing will agree that they sound great 
together. They have sung at many different times more 
recently for the Royal Wedding celebrations and our own 
schools Summer Fayre. 
 

The Key Stage 2 Choir had a fabulous time taking part in 
the `Big Sing ‘ at Watergate Bay on the 21st of  June. We 
were initially worried about the weather and wondered if it 
would have to change its venue to the Treviglas Dome but 
thank fully the powers above blessed us with sunshine and 
we all had a great day on the beach. 
 
The children took 
part in many fun 
workshops from 
singing and  
dancing to flag 
making and  
producing their 
own documentary 
of the event. The 
documentary is to 
be posted on 
Youtube and I will let you know as soon as it has had the 
O.K. by the film makers so that you can look it up to view 
it for yourselves.  
 
Whilst at the event there was a professional photographer 
Dave Hunter taking photographs of all that was going on , 
these photographs can be viewed  by following this link 
http://www.cornwall-photos.com/cat/12025/the-big-sing-
2011  There are some great photos of our choir members 
that you can purchase via this website. 
 
Choir will resume again in the Autumn Term every  
Thursday lunch-time and I welcome any new members 
that wish to come along from Year 1 to Year 6. We will be 
losing some fabulous singers to their senior schools this 
year and I welcome any new talent. 
 
Have a great Summer and keep singing. 
 
Mrs Julie Jenkin 
Choir and Music Subject Leader. 

 
Reading Recovery News 
 
Congratulations to Heather Rebertus and Adam 
McDonnall who completed the programme  

recently.  Both children have made enormous progress in 
their reading through the individual lessons in school and 
the reading support they received at home. Well done! 
 
There are 4 children currently on the programme who will 
be completing their lessons at the end of the term. They 
are Alesha Holden, Corey-Ann Middlemist, Eagan Fabby 
and Tegan Dacey.  All 4 children are already making  
wonderful progress and I am looking forward to seeing 
just how far their Reading Recovery will take them. 
 
If you have any questions about Reading Recovery in 
school or help at home with reading please do contact me 
at school and I’d be glad to help. 
Happy reading! 
Jo Poulton 
Reading Recovery Teacher 
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Sports Week Activities 2011 
 
 
Wake & Shake assembly on the 
field 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Passing the Olympic torch. 
(Thanks to Rev Chris for running 
with the children and keeping the 
flame alight!) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Fencing 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Multi-skills     Golf 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hockey 
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            Surfing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Lawn Bowls 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Aikido 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tri Golf 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Karate 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Other activities included: tennis, curling, dance and 
Key Stage 1 Sports Day!! An amazingly active week at 
Blue School!! 
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St Columb Minor 
Children’s Centre 
What’s On Guide  

July 2011 
Open 9am – 4pm Monday – Friday  

 
Monday 
Messy Play                  2.00pm – 3.00pm          
Come along and enjoy the fun in the school           
Tumble tots, painting and music                            
Term time only       Last session 11 July  

 
 
Tuesday 
Drop In 
9.30am -12.00pm 
An informal drop in session for families with under 5’s. 
Free play activities 
Refreshments and snacks available 
 

 
    
Wednesday 
Stay and Play  
9.30am -11.15am 
Drop in.  All welcome  
Come along to our free play sessions  
 
Toy Library 
9.45am - 10.45am 
(Monthly – 6 July) 
The Toy Library offers opportunities to borrow good qual-
ity toys for children 
 
Busy Babies 
2.00pm -3.00pm 
A chance for parents and carer’s with babies to come and 
socialise 
There will be no session on 27 July 
 
Thursday 
Health Visitor Clinics 
9.30am – 11.00am 
Baby weighing  
Drop in 
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Thursday (Continued) 
2 Year Old Checks 
9.15am – 12.15pm  
21 July only 
All two year olds will be invited by their Health Visitor for 
a 2 year development check 
 

 
7 – 9 Month Old Reviews 
1.30pm – 3.30pm 
21 July only     
All 7 – 9 month old babies will be invited by their Health 
Visitor for a review  
 
Friday 
 
 
Saturday 
Male Carer’s Day 
9.30am – 12.00pm 
Saturday 2nd July only 
 
Are you a Dad, granddad or foster carer then this group is 
for you. 
Bacon Butty’s between 9.30am to 10.30am 
 
Come & join in the fun at Newquay Children Centre.  
No booking necessary 
 
Useful numbers 
 
Newquay Health Visitor Team: 01637 893680 
Midwife / Newquay Hospital: 01637 893600 
Jobcentre Plus: 01637 894900 
WILD (Young Parents Project):  01209 210077 
 
The SUsie Project 
Are you a survivor of Domestic Violence / Abuse?  The 
SUsie Project offers Outreach Support, Weekly drop-��
�
Support Groups and the Recovery Toolkit Programme.   
For further information call  
01209 202695 or 0845 0567999 
 
Family Information Service 
 
The Family Information Service is the only source of all 
registered childcare in Cornwall as well as holding a wealth 
of information for parents, carers, children and young peo-
ple up to the age of 19. 
  
It can provide details on all children’s centres, leisure  
activities, extended services, family support, benefits and 
debt services, health services and much more. 
  
Call the FIS free on 0800 5878191 or visit 
www.cornwallfisdirectory.org.uk 


