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Our Country
Dancers
took part in St
Newlyn East’'s
Flora Dance
on Saturday
21st May.
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Keeping you in touch with events at St. Columb Mino School

Welcome to the June 2011 edition of ‘Blue Briefing’

We can hardly believe that the Summer term is diréalf way through!! We have
been so busy throughout April and May that the tirag just flown.

Well done to the Year 6 children who successfullinpleted their SAT's tests last
month. We keenly await the results in July! Thiayg group have been excellent role
models to the rest of the school in everything thay do. We hope that they will enjoy
their last half term with us and especially enjogit camp at Okehampton later in the
term. (Mrs. Walker has ordered sunshine for thekiyee

So many amazing things have happened for our enijdncluding a Community Picnic
Dinosaurs in Year 3, International PhotographekNiglliams’ presentation, Science
Day, Cricket, Golf, Surfing, several visits andiscd! No wonder our feet haven't
touched the ground!! Blue School is an excitingplto be!!!

This month’s edition of ‘Blue Briefing’ is packedvimportant information and interesting articlédnce
you've read it, keep it handy, so that you know haiming up throughout the month! Looks like aroth
exciting month at Blue School!

" #
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Staff News

In June we welcome Sian Kelly to our team.

Sian has been appointed as a modern foreign

languages assistant and she will be teaching

Spanish. We hope that she will be happy at
our school.

It is with mixed emotions that we announce the depa
of classteacher Linden Taylor at the end of thisite
Linden began her teaching career at our schoolsanow
ready to ‘spread her wings.’ She is interested in
international work and leaves for South Africa inghst!
We wish her good luck and hope that she will keep i
touch. Decisions about classteachers and associated
classes will be made over the next few weeks afidbaii
announced in the next edition of the Blue Briefing.

%\1’ Watch this space!!

Messy Play is as popular as ever! If you've
not been, it is a group for babies and tots
along with their parents, carers, grandparentdteidll
continue to run weekly across the summer term suhetli
by the Children’s Centre. Sessions are in the aldhall

on Monday afternoons from 2 p.m. to 3.00 p.m. Wpeh
that you will come along with your child/ren andnjas.
Everyone welcome! If your child is joining our sdiis
Foundation Stage in September this is a good wagtdo
know us and other parents.

Foundation Stage News
Starfish and Jellyfish

=" Welcome back to the final half term in Founda-
7" tion Stage! We hope you have had an enjoyable week
and are ready for some more fantastic learning!

Thank you to all the parents, carers and helpers wh
volunteered to help with our beach trip last tedtnwas a
fantastic day and a really valuable opportunitytfe
children. We had a lot of fun building sand casted
incorporated our maths learning into this by addhe
sand castles together and working our how manyage h
Well done to those children who found lots and tfts
treasure hidden around the beach and very sucllgssfu
counted them out in twos!

We were so proud of the children’s recent literaciting
where they had to re-tell a story over the coufseweek.
We hope you enjoyed reading their ‘Little Red Ship’
stories as much as we enjoyed writing them!

Our last topic this year igAnimals.” - A fantastic topic to
finish what has been a fantastic year. During tityiéc we
will be looking at a variety of animals, their higs and
their lifestyles. We will be doing lots of creaiactivities
such as making our favourite animals out of clamniing
pictures of animals and making animals maskshémpiast

we have had animals in to visit us including adise,
rabbit, dogs and chickens. If you have any peatsdhe
child- friendly and you would like to share with tien
please speak to either classteacher. A trip tangfelds’
is planned for the end of the term.

Our literacy lessons this term will focus on noctitin
writing where we will be encouraging the childrenarite
books containing lots of interesting facts aboftfedént
animals. In maths this term we will be doing lots
ordering, measuring and problem solving.

The children have achieved so much over the year,
particularly during the last few weeks and we aaly
proud of their progress and achievements. We khaitv
over the next seven weeks they will continue tddoon
what they have already learnt and will demonstitaeér
skills and knowledge learnt in all areas througiejmend-
ent play and learning.

This term we will be getting ready for our verysfir
School Sports day! The children will need to hakerts,
t-shirt and a pair of plimsolls for P.E lessonsrgve
Thursday.

In preparation for transition to Year One the ctatdwill
be spending some time each week with the Year 1
teachers. A very exciting time for the children blso,
for some a little daunting. In order to make tasition
into Year One as easy as possible please stattsdisg
this with you child. If you have any questionsagtjng
transition into Year One then please speak to edlass-
teacher. In order to aid a smooth transition wethakthis
term you encourage your child to come in to thesriaom
on their own.

Finally could we please ask that you send yourddiail
school with a sunhat every day. If you would Ijaur
child to wear sun cream at break times and lurmkgi
then please send them to school with some, butrthest
be able to put it on themselves. Let us hopetteat
weather allows us to spend as much time as podstuie-
ing outside!

Thank you once again for your continued supportwaad

are very much looking forward to the final\,
weeks working with you in Foundation

Stage

From the Foundation Stage Team L/\!

New Arrivals

Recently we have welcomed the following new
children into our school: Agata Kolacz, Emily
Llewellyn, Emilia Tatley and William
Blatchford.
We hope that they will all enjoy their first ternitivus
and be very happy at our school.
Welcome to Blue School!
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Sun Safety
25

=" —e We all know how changeable the weathe
can be at this time of year. During the
summer term we like to spend a lot of
time outdoors and we want to be sure that all thilelieen
are safe in sunny, hot weather.

Please can you ensure that your child hhatao wear
outside . School caps are perfect and can be baitigié

If hot weather is expected please apgin protectionto
your child before school and send them in with seme
cream to apply during the d&MAMED PLEASE!!!).
Staff will supervise the application of cream, bhildren
have to apply it themselves.

Please make sure your child hdsodtle of water each
day, as it is so important to drink plenty wheisihot.

Our office supplies suitable bottles if requiré@uess

what? NAMED PLEASE!!!).

It is also worth checking thatveatshirts are namedAt
this time of the year children often take their atséirts
off outside and it is very difficult to reunite idécal
sweatshirts with owners when they are not nameekdA
spot or special symbol may help you to find youids
sweatshirt but with 400 children in school ideittfion
by symbol is impossible!

If you discover that your child has accidently gbt
home the wrong sweatshirt please do not be emisadas
just bring it back in and give to the classteaarguut it

on our lost property rail. The rail is checked gday and
named items are sent back to their owners!!

Thank you for your help. Here's hoping for a really
brilliant Summer!

Term Dates for the Year

Summer Term 2011
27th April— 26th July

Autumn Term 2011

6th September—15th December

Friday 21st October Training Day for staff
Half Term 24th October—28th October

Spring Term 2012

4th January—30th March

Friday 10th February Training Day for staff
Half term 13th—17th February

Summer Term 2012
17th April— 24th July
Half term Mon 4th June—8th June

Important dates in June

8th June 6.00p.m. Friends of Blue School

Meeting —We welcome all parents and friends

to this meeting , which will be in the staff root. this
meeting we will be planning the summer fayre—WE
NEED YOUR HELP!

Week beginning 20th June—Every Tues Wed and
Thurs for 5 week&earning Together sessionstart in
Foundation Stage Classes—these sessions are litrechi
who will be joining our Foundation Stage classeS&p-
tember 2011. (letters already issued)

Saturday 18th June Summer Fayre 11— 2pm

Week beginning 27th June Parental
Appointments for children with Special Educational
Needs (Individual letters due)

30th June Sports Dayto be confirmed. Hopefully only
one attempt this year!

Advance notice of important dates in
July

1st—2nd July Year 3 Porthpean Residential trip

Week 4th July Parental Consultations for all year
groups this week(Individual letters due)

4th —8th July Year 6 Okehampton Residential
Experience

18th July New Foundation Stage Parents Meeting
(individual letters due)

Week 18th July Class allocations and annual repost
19th /20th July Summer Show

25th Year 6 Prom(Individual letters due)

26th Year 6 Leavers Assembly

If you are a regular reader of the Blue Briefingiyaill
know that we do try to give advance notice of s¢hoo
events. Unfortunately, we cannot be held respoasibl
when weather conditions cause Summer dates to be
changed. We have set a Sports Day date but we tanno
categorically promise that it will happen on thasydWe
have to follow health and safety rules in relationvet
weather conditions. We accept that this is frustgator
parents who may have booked time off but the chiitr
safety has to be our most important consideration.

D
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Sports update

The children have really enjoyed the new

clubs so far this term. Children from Year 1-€

are now taking part — this is fantastic! We hawodlad
many sporting events this month and lots of chiidiave
had the opportunity to take part. 10 children fréear 5
and 6 took part in a cricket festival with Simonviro He
was incredibly proud of their sportsmanship and sagy
were a credit to our school.

30 children from Year 4 took part in a Tri-golf fesl at
Treviglas Dome. They were learning skills and piayi
challenges to improve their ball skills. 20 childifeom
Year 4 have been surfing twice at Lusty Glaze elést
few weeks. They have been learning how to stay aade
have fun in the water. LindenTaylor was very imgesbs
with the effort the children showed in facing new
challenges and skills. Particular mention goesracé
Hudson and Finley Start who both won trophies Heiirt
super endeavours — well done!

We also had 10 Year 6 children take part in the iNey
Cluster Swimathon. After an explosive morning of
competition the team finished in a creditabfepiace.
Congratulations to all of those who took part pedal
mention goes to Joe Davies Lif the front crawl,
Bethany Gillespie ' in the front crawl, Emily McAuley
2"%in the breaststroke and Millie Hearl¥ @ the float
race. RussWithers was very proud of them all aidl sa
they thoroughly enjoyed the morning.

June 27 — July ! is National Sports Week.We are
celebrating this week by having special opportesifor
all children in every year group to take part iorp they
might not have tried before. We are still in tharpling
stages but we already have Karate, Aikido, GolfiGg
and Multi-skills booked for different age groupse\afre
currently negotiating rowing and fencing!

As parents you can become involved in our sportskwe
which is a taster for the Olympics next year. Yan c
pledge your support to our school through the Lioy&B
London 2012 website atvivw.lloydstsb.com/
london2012 . This would help our school to be in with a
chance to carry the Olympic flame in the London201
Olympic torch relay or to win tickets to the Londd12
Games. The more people who visit the website aadga
support to our school, the more chances we hawérnte
prize. Please tell your friends and families tadgke their
support to us too!

Finally, Tuesday Juné™s the Cubert Fun Run at Cubert
School. 5pm is the Toddler Trot (£2 entry) , 6.15prthe
one mile fun run (final registration is 5.30pm ahd entry
fee is £2.50) and at 7.30pm is the 5 mile road.race

There are lots of opportunities for you and youmnifees to
get into sport. If you wish to join a sports clulit lre
unsure who to contact, please see Mrs Cotterill.

(PE subject leader)

Clams and Limpets
Year 1 News

We have enjoyed so many great events and
activities during the first half term including
our terrific entry point where we wore
costumes through the ages to see how clothes have
changed over time. Thank you very much for your
wonderful support in providing such super costuriés.
all had a great day and made very attractive timsli-
please come and see the displays in the corriderblab
made some brilliant films of our costumes!

We also enjoyed our Science Day and had a “cratking
time with the challenge of stopping an egg fromekieg
when dropped from a height of 1 metre. | don't khive
need to say that we were not very successful # thi
challenge!

The children have recently been exploring “My First
Place”. This is software that you can access fromé
using your child’s logon and password which caridasd
on the back of their reading link card. We shallisgng
“My First Place” to support the children’s learningpich
you can continue with at home. Please try to fioihe
time to access this with your child.

Looking ahead to the final half of the summer term,are
starting a new topic orrtansport.” We will be learning
about the ways that people travelled in the pasham we
travel now. We will be thinking about the heritdef to us
by Richard Trevthick and the contribution he mauithe
world of transport with his steam engines! The Roya
Cornwall Show (June™ 10" and 11Y) is full of steam
engines so if you are planning to go, pleaseadlksv extra
minutes around the steam engine section and dibouss
they work with your children.

We are busy planning an exciting launch into opido
which we hope will involve some old cars coming to
school for the day so that we can compare the ruddtize
new! We really enjoyed this last year and eventgdiave
a ride in the old cars. Watch this space.....

During this half term we will be holding sports dagour
child will need a full PE kit, includinglimsolls or train-
ers that fit them! Please can you check their plimsolls to
make sure that their shoes are a good fit. Thelynwid
their kit in school every day as we will take lofs
opportunities to do PE and sports day practiceugsal,
please make sure that everything is named.

Can we say a huge thank you to the parents whdamgu
help with reading and the changing of reading booKsis
is a huge help to us so that we can ensure allreinilare
making good progress with reading. If you woulc ik
help then please let us know.

Have a great half term and come and j~*-
us for some exciting learning experienc
es.... The Year 1 Team
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Oysters and Mussels
Year 2 News

It's June already! We hope you had a gre
half term holiday.

Our topic,Time Detectiveshas been a great success,
especially the hatching out of a dinosaur egg aidg
archaeologists conducting a dig! The children Haaent
a great deal about the past and ways that we drofit
about it. They particularly enjoyed being deteesiand
trying to discover whose items were whose from the
boxes. Thank you for preparing those for us.

il

Looking ahead to the final half of the summer tewa,are
starting a new topic onrbys’. We will be learning about
the toys that people have played with in the padtrow
they are the same or different to the toys thahaxee
today. If you have any great examples of toys &hat
from your childhood or that of an older relativedaare
happy for us to have a look at them (we promisake
great care of them!), then please send them indelass
teacher. During this topic we will be finding oldat the
different materials that toys are made from now iarithe
past.

We are planning and making our own toys too!! lfiyare
a budding designer or just fancy giving us a hartiden
please do not hesitate to offer your services. \Wee
investigating forces and electricity. If you haveyaemote
control toys and gadgets that we could borrow,ghee
would be much appreciated.

Soon after the launch of our new topic we will persd-

ing aday at the beachWe are hoping for good weather
and are very happy to welcome as many mums, datls an
other relatives as possible to give us a hand atnday!!

Remember to help your child to logon at home toRitgt
Place, our virtual learning environment. They eaite
and draw in their diary or play games to reinfaitogir
learning via the links they will see there!

Lots of exciting learning ahead in Year 2!

Sarah Woodfinden, Mary Hoyle and the rest of
the Year 2 team.

Musical Theatre

| am very excited to announce the title
of this year’s Summer Show which is
"The Peace Child’and has a multitude

of characters. It is set in the far-off fictionahd of
Mambica, this is the story of two opposing tribaghw
different lifestyles and traditions. The Sotongdafianna-
keekee tribes are separated by a river and also by
generations of animosity. There seems to be littlee of
reconciliation until a western TV crew decide taléha
bridge between the two communities. The Peace Ghid
dynamic and moving musical for children bringing a
message of peace and goodwill which | am sure yibu w
enjoy.

Thank you to all those children who have been cgmin
along to our musical theatre group. So many childrave
already improved their confidence, articulation and
dramatisation skills which is fabulous to watch. Wauld
be very grateful if you could support your childhaime
by helping them learn their lines and assistingrtfe
learning the solos, chorus line songs and dandesd
issued scripts to all those children who have sipgak
parts and CD’s to help them along with the melodies
the songs.

The after school rehearsals will commence throughou
June and July on Fridays after school from 3.15pm t
4.30pm. Please be sure to collect your child proyngit
the door or make sure that we know who your clsild i
going home with or if they have permission to wadime
etc. No children will be released without commutima
from a parent or carer. This club is also held yn m
classroom every Wednesday lunchtime from 12.15pm t
12.45pm.

Your child will also be coming home with a list @irops
and items for their costumes over the next month.

If you can help with any of these items not ordy your
own child but would also be willing to lend soménts to
others we would be very grateful.

Tickets will be going on sale at the end of Jurteese will
be available for purchase from the office. The slated
times of the performances are as follows:-

Tuesday 19 July at 1.30pm

Tuesday 19 July at 6.00pm

and Wednesday 0of July at 6.00pm

Thanking you in anticipation of your help and sogp

Julie Jenkin.
Musical Theatre Leader.
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Attendance Issues
As part of our regular monitoring of
attendance we record lateness. Whilst we
appreciate that it is occasionally unavoidable
we are concerned about children who regularly coree
school late.

For children who are late this can be quite upsgtil hey
feel embarrassed and are sometimes tearful and &fra
walk into their lesson or assembly late. They aiflo
have missed the introduction to the first lessoicivican
lead to a loss of learning. All of this can be vansettling
first thing in the morning.

We issue letters to the children who are late eaghand
will inform you if your child’s level of lateness reaching
a level of concern. At this point the Education Y&ed
Officer will be alerted and may decide to visit ydamily
at home. Obviously we do not want any familieseédrb
this position, so please make every effort to getrychild
to school on time. Thank you.

Hello! Bonjour! Guten Tag! Hola!
Buongiorno!

Just thought | would say “Hello” in the 5

languages that are available in the

exciting Foreign Languages

program that the school buys into to help
your children with their languages.

Yvonne Crumpton and Sian Kelly are employed as MFL
Teaching Assistants to teach Years 3 — 6, Frendh an
Spanish, respectively. The school has a licensa for
computer program which can be accessed by youdrehil
on their computers at home.

The level starts at Primary and goes through to B@%e
make extensive use of it in lessons and the ciildzally
enjoy playing the games which make learning fuchsas
SNAP and Hangman — and many others.

Because of the pressure of the curriculum we akeabie
to offer one lesson of language learning a week. By
making use of this program at home not only williyo
children be reinforcing work done in class but thely
also gain in confidence which is so very importahen
learning another language.

In case you are worried that you “don’t know angriah/
Spanish”, the computer program has French/ Spanish
nationals pronouncing the words for you!

To access the program:
Website address is www.linguascope.com

User ID is “stcolumb” Password is “languages”

Please do encourage your children to “have a gbbate.
It may even prove useful for older brothers antesss
who are studying languages!

Mackerel and Cod News
Year 3

Welcome back to everyone after
the half term holidays.

We had a great month in May with all of our dinasau
work and the children thoroughly enjoyed the Visim
the ‘Dinosaur in Schools’ team. Through this we fgot
meet a life-sized Velociraptor and handle realifess
ranging from a mammoth’s tooth to a Velociraptde'g
bone! Thanks to all those families who have shared
books, pictures and other resources about dinoséich
have all helped to bring this subject to life!

Later this half term we will be starting our laspic of the
year calledTreasure. The opening experience will give
the children the chance to participate in a treabunt and
then design their own maps, clues, riddles anadh,fto
share.

In History, the children will be learning about treasure
found by archaeologists, particularly gold from tketecs
and Incas, and also treasure stolen by piratestt/nwe
will be finding out about how artists from diffeiten
countries have made treasured items and makingurea
of our own. As always, we appreciate any support or
relevant resources to use in the classroom. Asobartr
Sciencethe children will be learning about electricity
where they will be making simple circuits, changthg
components and creating a switchl@T we will be
using instructions to control and learning abouidseg
emails. Keep an eye out on Merlin for our treasapéc
page where we will be adding exciting and intereeti
things to help the children learn at homePEwe will
develop the children’ennis, athleticsandrounders
skills.

Please can you ensure that your child has thekitA&
school every day as this half term we will be hgvi
sports day practices.

The next excitement on the horizon is, of couraem!
Staff are as eager as the children to experieree th
activities atPorthpean next month. Our Parents
information evening regarding this visit is on Maiyd
13th June at 6.00 p.m. We hope to see you there!

Here is a picture from
Science Day. We were
investigating fish with
a real marine biologist!

Helen Willson, Simon Rowe and
the Year 3 team.
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Display Energy Certificate

Our school Energy Certificate is displayed in cayedr.
This shows how efficiently our school is being udeyl
looking at how much energy is consumed to opefae t
building. A rating of 100 would be typical for otype of
building and we are delighted to have improved ujpsh
year’s efficiency rating of 65, now being ratecb8t A
big thank you to staff, children and visitors, Falping to
improve our rating through simple things like tungioff
computers and lights. We hope to increase oumggner
savings even further this year which will reduce car-
bon emissions.

Garden

Our budding young gardeners have been very busy
planting vegetables, flowers and fruit and are \egited
about growing their own food and being able totkair
own produce. This is a fantastic opportunity far o
children to learn creatively from first hand exgage
about how they can become responsible citizensvaia
a difference to the environment by growing theimdwwit
and vegetables.

We would like to welcome our new gardener, Dax Alnse

who will be working with our children throughouteth

summer term. Our thanks also go to our Site Manage

Nigel Timpson, for his ongoing work in maintainingr
garden.

We will be
selling
tomato
plants, sweet
peas, pepper,
coriander and
basil plants
shortly, as
well as at our
Summer
Fayre on

Saturday, 18 June. Please come and support us

— proceeds will go back to sustain our garden.

Medicines in School

Can we remind everyone that we do not
usually administer medicines in school. The
only time that we will consider this is with
medicine that is prescribed by the doctor.
Obviously, we do have some children who have
medication on a daily basis as part of a medicaflition
and for these children we have a medical planaceal

For all other children we only administer medicimeen it
is absolutely necessary. We are not allowed to gif/the
shelf medicines such as cough syrups, calpol brdits!
Also children mustn’t carry cough sweets in theigb.
Where we do administer medicine you will need teadp

to one of our first aiders and a permission forrt méed
to be signed, available at the front office.

It is the parent / carer’s responsibility to ensiiat
medicine kept in school is ‘in date’ and fit foreus

Year 2 have watched some
FANTASTIC films together.

You can check out their reviews at

www.filmclub.org then search for Arthur and the Great
Adventure, Megamind, Legend of the Guardians,
Gulliver’s Travels....

As we discuss the films together the children allarg
about producers, film studios, actors etc, and are
comparing one film with another expressing their
preferences!

The next season of films, starting on Tuesddy duhe for
4 weeks, finishing on Tuesda$ Suly (3.15pm-5pm) will
be forYEAR 1.

Letters are now being issued directly to Year 1 - bn't
miss out on your season!

Sarah Woodfinden and Maggie Simpson

School’s Single Equality Scheme

All schools are required to have a clear scheme

in place which outlines in detail their policies
on all issues relating to Equality. Blue School has
informative document which has guidelines whichpsarp
and clarify our understanding of these importastarand
also our related school policies. This is a very
comprehensive document which covers all aspects of
school and community life.

It has been received very positively by our school
governors who have agreed the content and adapfied i
our school. The Single Equality Scheme is on ohpst
website and | encourage anyone interested in attyeof
aspects covered to dip into it. | appreciate & igery
lengthy document! If you wish to discuss any issues
relating to the document please do not hesitagpéak to
a member of staff or myself.

| am proud that such a document clearly suppods an
reflects our existing philosophy and ethos at BBagaool.
This underpins our commitment to striving for edyal
both through teaching and learning for our childaed
also within our wider community

Jennie Walker
Headteacher
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Otter & Seal News
Year 4

Last half term was packed with fun

Porpoises & Dolphins
News Year 5

We are now well into the topic of ‘Energy and Fuelge

activities which gave the children lotshave been focusing on history, geography, techiyolog

of opportunities to grow in confidence and learwliffierent
environments.

Half of Year 4 were lucky enough to take part ia day surf
festival at Lusty Glaze, whilst the other half e/gd an
athletics and Tri Golf tournament at Treviglas donAd the
children thoroughly enjoyed these activities andeve
shattered at the end of each day!

Science day was also hugely successful with tHe reimi
able to learn from ‘real life’ scientists and erggns and
begin to understand how science affects our evgriydes.
It was a great opportunity for the children to gslkestions
about how school and learning affects their futuviés all
really enjoyed seeing ourselves on the thermal caiced
found out more about the importance of clean wiater
developing countries, which built on our sciengad¢drom
last term.

Of course the main activity of last half term was school
camp to Porthpean in St Austell. We had a brilltame and
the children really took on each challenge witthestasm
and determination. The behaviour was fantasticthed
children were a credit to the school.

Back at school our topic is the Rainforest and aechbeen
learning about the plants and animals that liveetlaad the
effects of deforestation and the things we carodmrévent
it.

The children should have their passwords for Marbw
and can access this virtual learning tool by cligkbn the
wizard’s hat icon on the Blue School home page.eQmt
the site they can visit selected websites andd@oussions.

Some dates for your diary are Saturday} d8ne for the
Summer Fayre and Thursday®2luly for The Rainforest
Café. We will send out invitations to this Yeagevent
nearer the time.

Please ensure that your child has their PE kithosl at all
times along with a named water bottle so that dreyable to
have a drink in class. Also, as it is getting éiotplease
make sure that your child has sunscreen and ahaufside.

We are all looking forward to a lovely last halfrtewith lots
of exciting activities and sunshine!

Please feel free, as always, to contact us shaulchgive any
concerns or questions.

The Keepers of the Otters a
Seals

science and international issues looking at alter@avays
of generating energy, finding out why sustainalplergy is
replacing fossil fuel, considering why sustainadergy
cannot meet all our needs finding out whether wédcmake
more use of sustainable energy, measuring the spedd
and sunlight reaching the school and informingstigool of
ways to save energy. This culminates in the annual
deconstruction and rebuild of our two electric posae
racing kit cars, which we are excited to enter thi® Green
Power Goblin race series. We have some upgradesddy
our cars this year, which will hopefully make therren
more reliable and competitive.

OnThursday 23rd Junewe will be taking part in th&outh
West Green Power evenat Newquay Airport and hope to
see many of you there. More details will be avddaditer
the half term break. For those of you who can offarr help
or support, please make sure that you have haraadcgr
registrations to us before this date as securiégks need to
be done in advance.

We also have a trip planned f\&fednesday 22nd June to
Newquay Fire Station to visit the ‘Hazard Alley’ road
show. Hazard Alley simulates potentially dangerous
scenarios and allows the children to make decisitosit
how to deal with situations safely. We will needask for a
small donation for this activity to cover the costhe bus to
and from the fire station but will be contactinguyagain
soon.

OurICT work at Treviglas has been coming along nicely.
The staff have been very impressed by our progneds
enthusiasm. We have been learning to control ds\soeh
as traffic lights and can write simple computergreons to
control them. The final part has been to use aractive
adventure program called Mission control, where the
children have used their skills to solve problemsave the
professor from the evil Gomez.

Please ensure that you listen to your child redelast 3
times a week and their link card is signed andoughatte as a
record of this. It is vital that children receivegular reading
practice in addition to that which they receivesghool as it
has been proven that consistent reading is dirénitgd to
raised standards in writing.

As you will now know our children have been having
experience of year 6 on a Thursday afternoon. iBhis aid
transition into their final year. It means howeubgat
spellings are now set on a Friday and tested tlefimg
Friday. Please make sure your child learns thelsm. RE is
now indoors on a Wed and outdoors on a Thurs. e lemke
sure your child has the correct kit for both ofshesessions.

Please feel free to pop in to see us
should you have any queries.
The Year 5 team
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Gifted &Talented Geography in
Newquay Learning Partnership

On the 7 April, Tori, Niamh, Jordan H and

Luke walked over to Treviglas School to take
part in a Geography morning. We started the morniitiy
a team building exercise, where we had to create tw
different model buildings out of straws, paper amasking
tape to withstand an artificial earthquake! Asamewe
then had specific jobs: crisis manager (Tori), ggisit
(Luke) and reporters (Niamh and Jordan). We thehtba
imagine that we were saving people from a volcano i
Montserrat. This was a competition, and the choiees
team made meant that we scored 75 out of 100! iDal f
activity was to make a 3D model of Montserrat dugand.
We had a fantastic time and learnt lots!

Gifted &Talented Music in Newquay Learning

Partnership

tour of the warehouse, were told the history ofl@hnigox

and were shown the different boxes: the living t&rddox
and the school-in-a-box. A HUGE well done to Efte

orchestrating the fundraising and to Whales fasing so

much money! Well done!

Sam Millington (Cod), Bethany Jenkin (Otters) anlh E
Pudney (Otters) headed off to Treviglas on FridAypril
for an exciting musical morning. After introducitftem-
selves they played a clapping rhythm game, thesisen
sound game. They then received a booklet with &orac
song. Finally they got the opportunity to creatawsical
collage using pictures. They had a fantastic, fumnimg!

Whales’ Fundraiser for Shelterbox

After the Japan tsunami disaster in March, Ellietiige
(Whales) took it upon herself to organise a furglrain the

hope of raising enough money for a Shelterbox. She
decided to organise a sponsored silence for Wha@les.

Friday 28" March, the whole of Whales stayed silent for
the morning session (even the chatterboxes marigged
After raising an incredible £362.56, Ellie, Joe iBgvand
Jordana Lowe travelled to the Shelterbox headgusairte
Helston. They were given an amazing behind theescen
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From Emma Stewart, a very proud Whales teacher!

As your child takes their
‘first steps’ on their
educational ladder for life.

Providers of high quality care

We are a 62 place Full Day Care Nursery and
of school club, registered for children aged 0-1
years of age.

We are situated in the grounds of St Columb
Minor School.

For more information please phone 01637 877073.
www.firststepsnewquay.co.uk

ST COLUMB MINOR
PARISH CHURCH

Invite all to their Services

every Sunday
8:00a11:00am & 6:00pm
Crecheadlable

Cant
R&hris McQuillen-Wright
rioore information
63l 877165

Advert Space
to Rent!!
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Friends of Blue School
FOBS News

seems to pass by so quickly! Last term saw thB%@pril
Fools Quiz which was great fun and everyone reaijpyed
themselves. Congratulations to Miss Cunninghaegst
“For Goodness Sake” who won the first prize of Mpoly
Revolution and various trivia games, but more intgoaity
the coveted trophy — second year running that anéfation
Year team has won! Close second place went to ‘FOB
Fancies” and third, after a tense tie-break, wdketEs All
Stars”. Thanks to Mr Rowe and Mr Bennetts for dain
great job on the night and big thanks to everyohe eame
along to take part and support the event.

Last term also saw the Easter Bonnet parades. Teree
some wonderful entries and it was very difficulctuoose
the winners, so well done to everyone who entered.

The Summer Fayre is going to be held on S&tJife start-
ing at 11am. We are well ahead with the plangtferday,
and Mr Timpson has re-enforced the stocks readthfer
year’s action!! If you're able to help out in amay on the
day, no matter how long for, please let us knofayol're
having a clear out, please remember you can damgte
goods to us. Please speak to Rachel Northwoodror M
Bennetts in school, or contact Debbie on 0771512584
Tracey on 07887874229. We will shortly be sendingao
flyer with more information about the day.

Just to remind you that the second hand unifore isaheld

every Tuesday after school, all items are soldbfip. If you
have any old uniform you no longer require, pldaased this
in at Reception. All donations are really appresat

Following the success of the Adventure Playground
fundraising, we are now aiming to raise enough mdoe
provide sun shading and shelters around the séboolr
children as the school site is exposed to the elesmeYou
should already have received some information ckggr
this and hopefully found some of the “sunsafe” advise-
ful. We will, of course, continue to support srealprojects
around the school.

We are currently in the process of updating the OB
website page where you will be able to access ot
meetings, information about events, our fundraising
successes and much more. In the meantime dogetfitw
visit our FOBS Group on Facebook “Friends of Blue
School”.

Your help and support is always much appreciateg —
couldn’t achieve what we do without you. FOBS nregt
are held on the first Wednesday of each month iat. 6p

Well here we are, approaching the end of yet
another school year. Where do they go, time

A Virtual Learning Environment for St
Columb Minor School!

During the last half term we have launched our
online learning environment. For Key Stage 2
classes this is called Merlin, and for Foundatiteg8 and
Key Stage 1 it is called My First Place. You cemifa link
for each of these areas on the Homepage of ouobuaret-
site, www.blueschool.co.uk

Your child has their own login which will allow theto
access a variety of activities linked to their leag. They
may join a discussion, write in a diary or linkaavebsite
associated with their topic.

We hope you will encourage your child to exploreittarea
and to add their own content.

If you would like to know more about our Virtual &ing
Environment, or you would like to explore keepirauy

child safe online, please look out for our everthatSummer
Fair.

Sarah Woodfinden, Nathan Bennetts and Maggie Simpso

Shoes for Kenya

We have now had over 140 pairs of shoes that
have been donated by children, parents and staff.

Thank you so much. But we still need your help! rehare
lots more remote villages in Kenya where childremwanable
to attend school due to the fact that they havehaoes and
we can keep helping them towards the chance of an
education and the positive future that this brings.

The first batch has been sent out and we will sevather in
July so please keep sending any unwanted shoesrat that
are still in a reasonable condition to Miss Taydarlass.

Any contributions towards the cost of postage waléb be
appreciated as each parcel can cost up to £100.

Thank you for your support and contributions.

We are winners of the Lighthouse
Cinema competition!

Children from across the school entered a
competition run by the new Newquay cinema, to paraw
or write about a film or character they particufdike.

As winners of the competition we were invited tketa
group of children along to see the very first fiawer to be
screened there! Year 2 felt privileged to be atghvate
viewing of Disney’s animation, Gnomeo and Juliet thay
before the cinema opened its doors to the public!

We are very proud that some of the children’s estare on
display in the cinema foyer. Look out for them wh@u
visit the Lighthouse Cinema!
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Sharks and Whales
News Year 6

Firstly can we take the opportunity

to thank all our children who
worked so hard in the weeks leading up to and ihdlee
SATs week! The children were positive, enthusiazstid
diligent throughout the testing week and we feeyth
performed brilliantly.

So, what a final term we’re having! The childrevéatill
got many more exciting activities to look forwaodduring
their last half term at Blue School including aridmor
education experience and so much more!

The children have already learnt a great deal foonrecent
visit to the Flashpoint Centre which was our eptoynt for
our final IPC topic of the yeaFIT FOR LIFE. They also
enjoyed the second half of the trip which introdlitdeem to
a taster of secondary school sports in a real skecgrschool
environment. This trip was designed to highligla Hafety
aspects of a variety of situations which they magoeinter
in everyday life e.g. beach safety, road & railvsayety, bur-
glary, fire in the home and many more. They weugltd the
important life skills associated with these scesgmend how
to deal with situations if they arise.

In FIT FOR LIFE! the children will be looking abiw
fitness is important to them and will be learnirfgpat how
their bodies are kept healthy through regular ézerand
diet.

Another excitement on the horizon is of course dastaff
are as eager as the children to experience thetmstiat
Okehampton next month. Our parents’ informationmnéavg
regarding this visit is on Monday 20th June at 6je. hope
to see you there!

We will also be sending out a letter in the nedurie
concerning the children’s Transition Day on 29theJtp
their chosen secondary school. This letter wildguyou and
your child through the arrangements for the day.

The children are still working really hard towattieir end
of year assessments, to achieve the highest pesstallts
they can. Please encourage them at home to keepphive
will finalise our teacher assessment levels in dulg these
will be reported on the end of year reports.

If you have any worries or concerns particularlatiag to
the move to secondary school please feel free parpand
see us, you don't need to wait until parents egnin

Russ Withers, Emma Stewart and
all the Year 6 Team.

Attempting to make life easier for
car users!

Can | remind all parent car users that cars shootde
coming on to our drive unless you have special Esion to
drop your child off. This mainly applies to pareofs
disabled children or disabled drivers themselvesidare
also allowed to pick up and drop off at the tophef drive.
Please use our ‘drop off’ point so that childran get out
of the car straight on to the pavement without hgto walk
on the road.

As a school we try to encourage as many parergsssble
to consider alternative ways of coming to schoal e
have an increasing number of children walking amahiag
on bikes. We do not have storage facilities forosers or
skateboards and do not want these left at schogkasnnot
guarantee their security.

This half term we will be trialling a new systenr fmoming
into school for all Key Stage 2 children. You wikve
received a letter about this before the half teatiday.
There will be teachers supervising the playgroundf8.40
and we do not want children on site before thigsslyou
have a special arrangement with the school. A vehisill

be blown at 8.45 to call children to attention again to
give them the signal to line up. Teachers will ntbetr clas-
ses from the playground each day.

Before this time your children are under your sujséon.
Whilst waiting to come into school children shoualot be
riding bikes or scooters on school site or playoingputdoor
play equipment as this could lead to accidents. |Gdso
remind parents that our outside sun shelter isifting
down and children should not be climbing on thisaar

If you have any concerns about safety on the ptayupt
before school or wish to clarify any of the abossuies
please feel free to pop in and see Jennie Walkgreooffice
staff.

Hall For Cornwall Show!!

On the 1% July the children below are all

dancing at the Hall for Cornwall. They all dance

with Pamela Darlington and want to raise

money for Precious Lives and CLIC Sargent.
They will be doing two shows on that day so if yore
interested in watching them then look them up atHhll for
Cornwall. You will see a variety of dances likelbgltap
and modern from children aged 4 to 19years.
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Parent Links for September 2011

Each year we ask for volunteer parents to be
‘Parent Links’ for a class group in order to
welcome in new families.

If your family has been at our school for a whitelgyou
regularly drop off or pick up at the end of the deyD you
are happy to be at the end of the phone to an$wer t
guestions that a new family might have pleaserfithe slip
at the end of this newsletter.

We are looking for parents that would be happytone a
new family to welcome them and then just offer heatol
support whilst they settle in. Most classes willaiwe a
couple of new children during the year but thierdbes not
need to take up a great deal of your time.

Here’s hoping that we get at least one parent feanh class.

Have a chat with your child’s classteacher if yoanito

know more.

of ages and abilities who just love singing togethe

Choir June 2011

Thank you to all those children that come
to Choir every week. We have a super mix

We have been busy rehearsing for our next big etent
Big Sing at Watergate Bay Beaclon Tuesday Z1June’.
We are very privileged to be one of only six schdwbirs
chosen from across Cornwall to take part in thisnévThe
children will be singing and dancing on the bedabughout
the day and enjoying some RNLI beach safety wonisho
and some giant flag making. All parents are welcémne
attend in the afternoon from 1pm for the final pemiances.
This event goes on into the evening starting at Gpwere
you are welcome to listen to choirs and brass hamatch
dances and films, help create works of Art ancaedtdrink
at the Beach Hut barbeque. Twelve choirs from acros
Cornwall will be performing individually and as aassed
sing. There will be a flag installation as it galssk and
there will be a showing of Jane and Nick Darkes Th
Wrecking Season on a giant Cinema screen. Thisidilm
what has inspired the children to create their darfor you
to see on the beach in the afternoon. Where better
celebrate the summer solstice than on the beadlatdrgate
Bay? We do hope that as many of you as possibldwil
able to support us.

As always Choir is open to all who would like toesid in
KS2 and KS1 on a Thursday lunch time in my roomarys
Swordfish.

Thank you for your on-going support

Mrs Julie Jenkin
Music Subject Leader

A Plea from the Kitchen and Office!l

If you wish your child to have a school dinner you
need to send the money into school on that day
with your child in a named envelope / purse.

If you do forget your child will never be refusedneal but
we do need the money paid to the school officehemext
morning. Meals are £2.10 which includes water agjuo
drink.

It wastes our valuable office time when we havehase
parents for outstanding dinner money!! Our thawokshbse
parents who always pay promptly.

Governor Corner

On Tuesday 24th May the school governing

body decided unanimously to convert to an
academy trust. The government has approved théaiph
and we will now become an academy trust on thdulgt
We will mark this occasion in an informal way, and will
think about something more formal for the starthaf new
school year in September. We have had a long adlipf
tive consultation process with a lot of support &ady con-
structive debate. We believe that the decision alitiw the
school to continue to achieve the success thatlweat
and allow our current investment in teaching amdriang to
continue. We are absolutely committed to maintajroar
current values and to offering excellent opporiesifor all
children irrespective of need or ability. We haeesfully
considered all of the comments and points raisesl hdwe
taken a number of policy decisions to reassure Ipabpt
our ethos will be maintained. The governing bodl mot
change and there is no restructuring planned beaafuhis
decision. All of our meeting notes and answers (e/lag-
propriate) are on our web site and we are stilplyap re-
spond to any queries that you may have.

On behalf of the governing body we would like tarthk eve-
ryone who has given up their time to be involvedj for
your interest and support . This has been a vérystopro-
cess because of the commitment shown by so marmpjepeo

Thank you again and kind regards.

Emma Gilbert
Vice Chair

Phil Mason
Chair of Governors

Parent Link September 2011

I would like to offer to be a link for my child’dass.




