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A group of
our gifted and
talented
musicians
enjoying a
musical
workshop at
Treviglas with
the Pearl of
Africa
Children’s
Choaolr.

Keeping you in touch with events at St. Columb Mino School

This year'sHarvest Festivaltook place just before half term. The theme wag ‘Ou
World’ and all classes made pledges to look aftentorld and our school. We aim to
teach the children that by each making a smallrdmriton towards our environment
within the school we are all collectively makingantribution as global citizens. We
made world pledges and school pledges which areamotlhie wall in the hall as a
reminder of our promises throughout the year.

On behalf of the school, | would like to thank yaufor your generous donations of
jars, tins and packets. It was wonderful to sed sustunning harvest display. This
year the ‘harvest fayre’ will be going to the net\C®lumb Minor Food Bank. This is a
non-profit charitable organisation that distributesd to those in need locally.
Reverend Chris who joined us for our harvest celidim organised the transportation
of our produce. Thanks to everyone involved!!

This month’s edition of ‘Blue Briefing’ is packedvimportant information and interesting articlédnce
you've read it, keep it handy, so that you know ghaiming up throughout the month! Looks like aroth
exciting month at Blue School!
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Welcome

Last month we welcomed the following
new children to our school: Molly
Fearn-Heath, Hughey Maguire and Lily
Moore joined Key Stage 1 and Kodi Fearn-Heath,gdin
Key Stage 2. We hope that the children and theiilfas
will enjoy being part of our school and the St. @ob
Minor area.

/Mgy~ Foundation Stage
" Starfish, Jellyfish and Angelfish

News

Welcome back to a very exciting half term! We hgpe
all had a lovely break and are ready for some raoper
learning!

We have been very lucky recently to have had Ibts o
visits from Mrs York and baby Owen. He is growsw
quickly and the children have been fascinated by hi

Thank you to all parents and carers who recentgnded
their parent consultation. We hope you agreetjast
valuable these meetings are and how importantat is
share and celebrate your child’s learning, disthss
next steps and how you can support them at home.

Our topic this half term i$Puppets’ This is a new topic
to us all and we are very excited about it. Wé el
using puppets in a variety of ways to aid learnfog ex-
ample, story telling, role playing, singing and rement.
We will also be making puppets and looking at ptppe
from around the world.

In phonics we will continue to learn new sounds and
consolidate those already learnt. Thank you toghos
parents who have already paid a voluntary contiobubf
£1 per term to help support our phonics teachimguir

and continuing to consolidate our number and catan
work.

As well as all of this we have of course @hristmas
nativity to look forward too. This is the first yethat
Foundation Stage will be doing their own Christmas
performance without Key Stage One. We are alstingav
a Christmas party at the end of term.

Reading books and tricky wordswill be sent home this
half-term. The tricky words will be changed wheayh
have learnt them by sight and we plan to changé&son
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays if they have besgh r
and the story understood. In order for this to work
successfully please ensure that your child’s reatdivok
and key words are put back into their book bag gftel
have practiced. Reading should be enjoyable andeasid
fun. We will be holding &eading workshop on
Tuesday &' November at 3.30 — 4pm in Angelfish
room. If this is your first experience of school reading
books and tricky words then we would encouragetgou

mathslessons we will be looking at patterns and shapes

attend. We will explain how the system works, the
importance of reading and story telling and how gbu
home contribute to your child’s reading progredsabe
let your class teacher know if you would like tteat this
session.

Every Thursday, starting from Thursdd§ 3
November each class will have their o\lshow

and tell’ session. This is where we encourage

the children to bring in an item from home thatl it
in their tray. This could be a favorite toy, maigaz book,
game or something special to them that they fewifon-
able sharing with the class. ‘Show and Tell’ gassare
a valuable opportunity for the children to develbeir so-
cial and emotional skills as well as gaining coefide
with speaking and listening. If the children lgritoys in
on any other day we will be sending them back huiitle
parents.

Thank you to all our very valuabparent helpers. Once
reading starts we will need as many parent help®rs
possible to help change books and hear childresh rea
Please let your child’s class teacher know if yoai a
interested in volunteering.

Finally we would just like to remind you took in your
child’s book bag every night. Often there are letters in
there containing important information and it ialhg
important to keep checking them!

Our nextFoundation Stage coffee =
morning is on 25th Nov at 9-10.00

Thank you for you continued hard work
with your children. ‘/\
The Foundation Stage Team

Term Dates for the Year 11/12

Autumn Term 2011
Ends Friday 16th December

Spring Term 2012

Wed 4th January Training Day for teachers

5th January—30th March

Friday 10th February Training Day for teachers
Half term 13th—17th February

PLEASE NOTE CHANGE TO END OF DEC TERM
AND START OF JAN TERM OF ONE DAY!!

Summer Term 2011

Monday 16th April Training Day for teachers
17th April— 24th July

Half term Mon 4th June—8th June

-§*5N> For Year 6 Parents !l

e Year 6 SATS week 2012 is
May 14th—18th, 2012
It is very important that your child is in school this week
and in the weeks prior to the tests. No holidaydeaill
be sanctioned during SAT'’s week for Year 6 pupils.




‘Blue’ Briefing

Important dates in November

2nd Nov (1st Wed in the month) Friends of
Blue School meeting.6.00 p.m. All parents
and friends welcome. Come along and offer someatpp

Friday 11th November Pandemonium Theatre'sannual
visit (letter to follow)

24th Nov Cross Country Race 2 at Tretherras

25th Nov Christmas Fayreorganised by FOBS. 2.30
p.m. start. (separate flyer to be issued)

4 ) Early Warning of Christmas
@/ Dates in December

1st DecPosting of Christmas cards in
school post box starts

Foundation Stage performances$th /
9th Dec (afternoons only—2.p.m.) Tickets from 1Ritwv.
Key Stage 1 performance$th/ 7th Dec afternoons
2.p.m. / 7th evening 6.p.m. (Tickets from 14th Nov)
Key Stage 2 Carol Concertd 3th Dec 2 p.m./6 p.m.
(Tickets from 21st Nov)

Attendance Issues

We all recognise the importance to learning

and achievement of regular attendance.

Parents have a primary responsibility to en-
sure children arrive at school on time and attegilarly.
The school has a responsibility to monitor abseniges-
ously.

If a pupil is absent and we do not hear from yay will
receive a telephone call or text from us. This esasure
that you, and we, know where our children arelatraks.
If your child is ill please let us know on the firmorning
of absence and follow up with a short note.

Thank you.
Tamsin Irons (Assistant Head Inclusion)

Year 1 News
Clams, and Limpets

It was great to see so many parents at the

consultations and share your children’s
progress and successes with you. We hope that yoloea
able to support your child’s learning at home with
learning packs that we shared with you. Rememtadr th
your child only needs to spend 10-15 minutes leayrni
spellings, practising letters or sharing theirdieg book
with you. Please remember that you do not havesid w
for a consultation if you want to discuss your dtsl
progress — we will always make time to talk withuyo
about your child and their curriculum.

Over the next 6 weeks we will be starting a nevicom

‘Food’. We will start by designing and setting up our own

cafés in our classrooms. The children design arkema
everything that is needed for a café kitchen a$ agethe
menus! We will need lots of very large boxes fas tif
you have any of these — even if they are flat pdcke
would love to take them off your hands!

Some of the areas of learning include:
Why we need to eat food and what the best foods a
How some of our foods grow
Where our food comes from
What food is eaten in our country and in France
Why different foods grow in different countries
How to draw and paint fruit and vegetables
How artists use food for their ideas

How to plan and make healthy baguettes and wraps

How we use food in celebrations.
Food around the world.

We will be making lots of different foods this h#dfm so
if you are a budding Jamie Oliver or Delia Smitld an
would like to come and help us with the food, péeden’t
hesitate to come and see us — we love to have extra
helping hands in the classroom!!

Thank you to all of those parents who are alreadng
their time to support reading and phonics workun o
classes as well as helping the children on the coeng.
This help is so valuable and very much appreciatbadre
is always room for more people to join the teamagain
let us know if you would like to come and help.

The children will now begin to learn songs for the
Christmas production which is “Are We Nearly There
yet?”. We will send home the words — please cantsitku
through the words with your children — this willlpéhem
to know the songs in school.

Finally, can we please request that your child cotoe
school in a named coat every day! Even if the werath
looking promising, it is so variable that your chihust
have a coat.

We look forward to seeing even more of

you over this half term.

All staff in Limpets and Clams.

LEAPFROG CLUB
The weekly reading club for KS 1 begins

It aims to encourage reading and the enjg
ment of books! Each week there is a
different theme, likeMermaids & Sea
Monsters, Charlie & Lola, Dinosaurs, Circus During
the session there will be a story and then aniagctivhe
aim is for the children to have fun while gettirogkinow
books. It is each child’s choice whether to coméhto
club or go out to play. Keep an eye on the ‘Leapftdub’
board outside Clams Classroom. Miss Simpson (Lidonr

again this term in the library at lunchtimes.

re
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Year 2 News
Mussels and Oysters

It's hard to believe the first half term is over.

The children have been such enthusiastic
learners during our topic dBuildings and

have made good progress in

all areas. They thoroughly

enjoyed identifying different

types of houses around the

village and locating them on

a map. The visit to the

church was exciting and

informative. The children

produced some detailed

drawings of the different

parts of the church. Thank

you for the boxes you sent in.

The children loved making

their castles and paid much

attention to detail! We hope

you found somewhere to

keep them!

Our buildings topic has now come to an end andhait
term our new topic is callethe Stories People Tell.

In this topic we will be covering the following a®
Literacy: Pandemonium Theatre Company will perform
‘The Hare and Tortoise’ for KS1 which will be an
important part of our storytelling. We would appege it
if you could read and tell stories to your chilchaime.
We will be talking about the children’s favouritedks,
Cornish legends and will be making a short filrrgto
RE: We will be looking at the Christian and Hindu
Creation stories.

History: We will be finding out about Cornish legks
and how they originated.

Geography The children will learn about Cornish
landscapes.

Art and Music The story theme will continue aslatan
make a 3D model of a mythical creature and tefieso
with music. We will also be involved in performitige
‘Christmas Play’ and ask for your support in hegpirour
child to learn any words which are sent home and of
course, watching the performance.

It was great to see parents at the consultatiodshare
your children’s progress and success with you.delea
remember that you do not have to wait for a coatioh if
you wish to discuss your child’s progress. We waifilays
make time to talk with you about your child and the
curriculum.

Thank you for your support with reading and number
bonds. This really does help your child to underdtand
practice what they are learning in school.

Finally, can we please request that your child
comes to school in a named coat every day!
Whatever the weather!

The Year 2 Team

Sports update

We have had some fabulous sporting success
during the months of September and October.
Some of our Year 5 and 6 children took part
in the localcross country leagueat Tretherras. All of the
children ran brilliantly and we were very proudtioém.
Notable performances came in the Year 6 boys team
where there were some fantastic placings:

Jordan Zervas -] Lewis Cotterill — &', Joshua

Youngman — 8 and Sam Thomas 6

Congratulations and well done to all runners.

The Year 1 children enjoyed an afternoomfiti-skills
at Treviglas Dome. They worked with children frother
schools and tried out a variety of activities thictised
their throwing, catching and running skills. We weery
proud of how hard they tried in each activity.

Some of our Year 5 children are currently taking pa
Bikeability sessions where they are learning how to cycle
safely on the road.

TheYear 5/6 football teamhave got several matches on
the horizon during November and December — we will
report their successes in subsequent briefings!

There are always lots of sporting activities goimgat
Blue School. If you want to get involved in anyaafr
sports clubs by supporting the delivery of the sfwen
please do not hesitate to contact us.

Nikki Cotterill
Physical Education Leader

L
é Modern Foreign Languages

Jay French and Spanish
We're well underway with our Key Stage 2
languages this term. Here’s what they're
getting up to:
French
Year 3 - numbers to 6, colours, greetings andrigsli
Year 4 - parts of the body and numbers up to 15.
Year 5 - the week, months, weather and number§.to 3
Year 6 - descriptions of themselves and writintplstto
our French link school in French!
Spanish
Year 3 - colours, numbers to 12 and classroom cardma
Year 4 - numbers to 31 and colours.
Year 5 - animals, days of the week and months.
Year 6 - descriptions of themselves, body partscamd
solidating numbers to 31.

They are learning all of these topics through games
activities and songs. Don't forget, Linguascope is
available for you all to log onto with your childl a
www.linguascope.com

languages)

Emma Stewart

MFL Subject Leader
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Year 3 News
Mackerel and Cod

Welcome back after the half

term holiday. We hope you had
a good break. The first half term has flown by #rel
children have settled into the routines of YeaW& were
very pleased to see so many of you at the parent’s
consultations just before the holiday.

We have nearly finished our topic blabitats. We are
really looking forward to finding out all about thabitats
that the children have been researching for thmindy
work projects. Thank you very much for the suppyor
have given your children with this activity.

In Literacy, we were thoroughly impressed with the
children’s information reports after seeing ouiiting
Llamas from Llama Land. While we were investigating
how animals are represented in art, we also used ou
experience to experiment with chalk, watercolour or
printing to draw pictures of llamas. In DT we anethe
process of designing and making shelters and titgdreh
have the opportunity to practise using tools foodwork.

Our next focus for Literacy isStories with familiar
settings. Part of this work will encourage children to
describe places, using their senses to refleantied of a
place in their writing. We will also be discussingw to
use punctuation for speech, and make characteesispe
sound realistic.

In Maths we will be moving on to work on data handling
and measures. We will continue to work on securing
number facts and appreciate the time you take yathr
children practising quick recall of number factsstito
remind you, number fact tests will be on a Friday.

Our next topic will be orrt and Music. For our
opening experience we are planning a masquerate bal
The children will receive invitations, details aad
template to make their own mask very shortly. Dyitinis
unit we will be particularly focussing on art, musind
science. Irart we will be finding out about colour, the
work of a range of artists and their creative téghes and
how styles developed over time.rrusic we will be
finding out about composers and performers and be
learning how to create, and improvise our own
compositions. Irsciencewe will be investigating light and
sound. We will be looking at how light splits indifferent
colours, and passes through different materialsfiadéhg
out how we can create, measure, and insulate dgains
sound.

Now that the weather is colder it is really impaottthat
your child has tracksuit trousers or leggings tamauring
outdoor P.E. We will try to go outside unless it is
absolutely pouring with rain, so they need to beppred
for cold weather. For girls, if your child weaigtts to
school, please make sure they also have a pairckEgor
PE. Tights are not suitable to do PE in.

Thank you as always for your
continued hard work in supporting
your child’s progress.

Helen Willson and Jodie Munley

Our School Website

Our school website is full of interesting things!
Have you checked it out recently?!
It has photos, news, governors’ gallery, FOBS, Blue
Briefings & more...!
You will find it at www.blueschool.co.uk
Bookmark it as one of your favourites!

Thank you to those of you who have chosen to agamas
Blue Briefing electronically. This is certainly bet for the
environment as it saves us lots of paper and pgritik.
You should have received your reminder messaddhba
newsletter was available.

If you have any issues / problems accessing thesiteeb
please let me know.

Maggie Simpson
Network Manager

Admission to Foundation Stage Classes
in September 2012

You must apply for a school place now!

Booklets containing the application forms are alal#
from our school NOW! (Applications can also be made
line.)

Please do not make the assumption that if youreae i
local nursery / pre-school you will automaticatigt a
place here. The criteria for allocation of placeslearly
laid out in the booklet. This year we were ovessuined
and some parents were disappointed that they digato
places for their children. We take children fromwide
range of pre-school and early years groups. Tleia &r
very lucky to have such a good choice of early year
providers.

If you would like to come and
have a look around, please pop
in or call to make an
appointment. You might also
like to consider joining our
Mums and Tots activities
which run on Monday after-
noons from 2.00—3 p.m This
group is for anyone under
school age although you need
to come with an adult. (Dads,
childminders, grandparents
very welcome!)
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Procedures in the case of school
closure

The forecasters are already talking about a
severe winter this year and it is important
that we are well prepared. All parents need
to understand our procedures for school closungelf
were to close our evacuation of the school woulktine
be well organised in order to get everybody honfielsa

A reminder then of what to do......

In the morning
If the weather was extreme and staff could notgehe

school, or if we had no power or a dangerous sitnat
might be necessary to close the school. In these
circumstances we would inform Radio Cornwall and
Pirate FM who would broadcast a school closure aggss
There will always be some staff at the school ahaxe
some that live within walking distance. These peoill
send out an emergency text message to parentsitnd w
meet parents arriving with children and explairt tha
school is closed. Children who arrive unsupervisédbe
taken into school whilst their parents are notifidd child
would be sent home unsupervised!!!

During the day
If weather conditions deteriorate rapidly, we haveng

term power cut or a dangerous situation it might be
necessary to close the school. In these circumssane
would start to ring parents to ask them to coltbetr
children. We would notify the radio stations asaband
the local education authority. We would also seatdam
emergency text message. Parents arriving at setmdtl
be met by office staff in the front entrance and
children would be taken home from this entrance.
Children have to be registered as they leave arehf=a
have to be patient as correct procedures are fetloBtaff
will stay at school until all children are colledtePlease
keep this article handy over the next few months.

| wonder what November will bring this year!?

N.B Our text message system enables us to notifyojo
closure via a text to your mobile phone. Pleaserenthat
we have your most up to date number!

Christmas Lunch in School

This year our Christmas lunch will be on
Wednesday 14th December at a cost of
£2.20.

If you wish to order lunch for your child you must fill
in a slip and return it to school by Friday 11th
November. (Find slip later in newsletter.)

If you do not meet this deadline we will not beeatd
provide lunch for your child on this day. Althoutte
exact menu has not been decided it is likely tdloo

something like this:

Fresh Roast Turkey with

Cocktail Sausage & Sage & Onion Stuffing
Roast Potatoes, Carrots & Peas

Specially made Christmas Desserts

Vegetarian option available on request

MONEY WILL BE COLLECTED ON THE DAY OF
THE MEAL!

Colder weather on the horizon!

Can we remind all parents that after half term

we will be requiringall children to wear

coatswhen they go outside to play. Our
school site is very exposed and it can becomeyrealtl
very quickly even when the sun is shining.

We do have a few spare coats for children who fdogé
otherwise children will have to stay inside.

More Attendance Advice

It is very important for your child to be
included and learn at our school. We have recently
informed parents of children whose attendancelsbe
80% that this is the case. We have changed thédeve
which we are monitoring attendance. We will monitor
children attending less than 80%. This is becalsbave
made a great improvement in encouraging good
attendance and we want to aim higher!

If you have received a letter informing you of yatnild’s
level of attendance it is for your information and
highlight that you need to be aware that your cisild
missing a substantial amount of school. We inclag
reasons for absence that you have let us know amait
offer support if there is anything that the scheenh do to
improve the attendance e.g. involve a school dattor
there is ongoing sickness.

We will not take any further action if the attendarof
your child improves. If this doesn’t happen we nrayte
you to a ‘surgery’ to make sure we are aware ofiasiyes
and to plan together how to improve the situatidns
meeting will include the Education Welfare Officer.

Tamsin Irons
Assistant Head responsible for Attendance
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Governor Corner

This term, as the Special Educational Needs

Governor (SEN) | will be in school re-visiting
all of the SEN ‘focus’ groups to talk to the puplsd staff
about these sessions.

St Columb Minor Academy runs seven different focus
groups. They are run for children who require addil
support and focus with specific areas of theirdesy. The
groups target : basic skills and support with tedted
number recognition, spelling patterns, reading)ariting
practise. Social skills and speech & language eveldped
within some groups. Time to Talk encourages pupis
may not feel confident in a classroom environmet a
allows them to express themselves in a small goougmn a
individual basis. Social skills also supports diéh that
may find behaviour and interaction in a social emwinent
difficult or unsettling. Rainbow Roads targets aradnich
help establish gross and fine motor skills andlfjrtie
children's favourite group, Fun Fit! This runs lrefschool
and is a programme of exercises and games to suppor
children who may have co-ordination and social
integration difficulties. The response from FuniBialways
very positive. The children enjoy the games andhees
find the pupils are more focused and ready for the
classroom following a session.

This term | am also invited to attend the Special
Educational Needs Children’s Annual Reviews. Thase
attended by the pupil, parents, the Senco, clashés and
teaching assistant as well as outside agencieodimpthe
child. This meeting is a review of the pupil’s pregs and a
celebration of what has been achieved.

We should be extremely proud of The Special Edanati
provision run by our Senco Tamsin Irons, suppobigd
team of dedicated teachers and teaching assistdms.
team work really hard to ensure that everyone isrited
to providing for the needs of all its pupils, imvaolly

inclusive environment.

Lisa Burbidge SEN Gover- nor

Would you like to advertise with us? A
copy of this newsletter goes to every

household associated with our school!!
Pop into our school office to discuss rate:
for advertising!
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Waterwise Swim School

As your child takes their
‘first steps’ on their
educational ladder for lifg.

Providers of high quality care

We are a 62 place Full Day Care Nursery and
of school club, registered for children aged 01
years of age.
We are situated in the grounds of St Columb
Minor School.
For more information please phone 01637 877073

1$ "%&!$ www.firststepsnewquay.co.uk

ST COLUMB MINOR
PARISH CHURCH

Invite all to their Services

every Sunday
8:00a11:00am & 6:00pm
Crecheadlable

Cant
R&hris McQuillen-Wright
rioore information
63l 877165

FO BSmeetings are held on the

first Wednesday of each month at 6pnj in
the staff room. If you can’'t make the
meetings, but would like to make

suggestions for events etc, please let Ui
know. You can contact us via the schoo!
website, or via Facebook, “Friends of the
Blue School". |

°2
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> Otter & Seal News
, ___“"Year4

Welcome back to everyone after

the half term holiday. We hope
you all had a lovely break and feel refreshed rdadyhis
half term and, of course, the big lead up to Chrés!

Many thanks to all the parents who came in for pigre
evening, it was great to meet to you all and poegato
names and stories!!

We are currently finishing off oukirports topic, in
which we have all enjoyed learning about different
aircrafts inLiteracy and writing information texts about
them, drawing our own plans of airports and creglimge
scale aircraft fins in art. If you haven't seee tavely
display that the children created in the Year 4etharea
please come and have a look.

Our next topic ifaintings, Pictures and Photographs
when we hope to have a visual artist in to workhwiite
children, as well as composing music to accompany
images, exploring the ways in which artists repmese
people and understanding the lives of those ipds by
looking at pictorial evidence.

In sciencewe will be investigating ‘Light’ and how it
travels through certain materials. We will alsddwking
at shadows and understanding how they are created.

In Dancewe will be choreographing pieces that explore
pictures and portraits and @ameswe will be creating
and playing a variety of invasion games. Now thist
getting colder could we please request that yoild tias

a PE kit suitable for outdoor games. This couldleck
suit or just a sweatshirt to keep them warm, sg #re not
using their school uniform jumpers.

Thank you for everyone’s support with spellings,
homework, times tables and reading.

Please do come in and speak to us if there are any
problems so that we can sort things out quickly.

Many thanks for your continuing support and have a
lovely November.

Emma Lawton and Paul
Boutwood

Solar PV

This month is very exciting as we will see the afisttion
of another 10kW of Solar PV. This time the pamnelsbe
installed on our flat roof by Plug into the Suripeal
company who we have worked with in the past. These
additional panels will;

increase the amount of energy we are producing
reduce our energy costs

allow us to claim the Feed in Tariff for the net 2
years

and finally further reduce our carbon footprint

Energy Monitors

Each class has appointed their new Energy Monitars
are relying on them to help us keep our energy
consumption to a minimum. Our older members of the
School Council have the responsibility of checkimg
classes to see how energy efficient they have be@sm
well as how sustainable their actions are — such as
recycling etc. and will be responsible for awardihg
“Blue School Going Green” Award each week to thessl
achieving this award. School Council members kakp
a record of who wins each week and then at theoéttte
year the overall class will receive a special relvar

Green Flag
You may have noticed that our Green Flag

which flies proudly at the bottom of our
drive is looking rather tatty. We are due to

be assessed for re-accreditation of the award

this term and are really hoping that we are abRytour
new flag later this term!

Ashden Workshops

Last month our school hosted thH¥ @orkshop organised
by the Ashden Awards Team for Sustainable Eneldgs
Harper is mentoring eight schools in Cornwall wiawén
joined this programme to develop their awareness of
energy management and to implement policies and
practices that will enable their schools to redtinesr
carbon footprint and become more energy efficient.

New Cycle and Scooter Storage.

Last month saw the installation of our new undeecov
facility which was one of our actions on our Tran.
We received funding for 80% of the cost of the el

from the cycle charity Sustrans, via Cornwall Calinc
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following a
successful bid.
As well as
cycles, there is
now the facility
to park up to 18
children’s
scooters in the
shelter. Please
do not allow
your child to
climb in this
area!

School Garden

Work continues on the development of our gardeh wit
the start of the creation of walkways and raisedsbe
These will make the garden more accessible duhieg t
wet weather and also protect the plants and profiaoe
being trampled. Development of the garden arel wil
continue throughout

the Autumn term.

We have had an
overwhelming
response to join our
Garden Club, which
is now well underway
thanks to our new
gardener, Jes Brito.

During November, Years 4 and
3 will be participating in
gardening during the school
day on a Wednesday,
therefore please ensure your
child brings in an old coat and
wellington boots where
possible.

Swordfish & Dolphins
News Year 5

Doesn't the time fly when you are having fun? Weéa
had a fabulous first half term with the childremey have
achieved so much already. The children have shouechm
enthusiasm. We are especially pleased with theente
Mission to Mars work, which will soon be completed and
on display around the classes.

Those who went on our Year 5 Camp to Delaware this
year had a great time. Check out the photos oschwol
website. The camp challenges fitted in perfectlghwiur
Mission to Mars topics with the children being thtg
survival techniques, building their own sheltergking

their own food, trying to be self-sufficient anéiaing
skills that they could use in any environment.

During our next unit ofArtist’s Impressions’, we will be
focusing on Art, ICT, Music, PE and International
Understanding. Iirt, we’ll be finding out: How the
‘impressionists’ saw the world, how art can medfedint
things to different people and how ‘pop artisteds
everyday objects in their work. I€T, we’ll be finding
out: How ICT can help us to research, perform audrd
creative information. ItMusic, we’ll be finding out: How
to compose impressionist music, how to make arliste
collage and how to record and perform our workP H
we’ll be finding out: How to perform dances fromrou
home countries, how to perform dances from our host
country and how to use gestures and movement|We’'l
also be finding out how different art forms andetiént
cultures and countries influence each other.

This all sounds very exciting and considering houcm
the children have enjoyed the Mission to Mars priojeu
might find your child very enthusiastic about findiout
more. You may well be able to help them by talkivith
your child about your own favourite paintings, ntuand
movement pieces, explaining why you like them ahatw
they mean to you. If there is a chance, take ybild ¢o a
gallery, concert or dance.

The children are also currently enjoying our ‘Bikiiy’
sessions in school where they learn how to ridie bikes
safely on our local roads. If your child is invoti/an this,
please remember their bike, equipment and watefproo
for each session.

Just to give you some prior warning that in the iyear,
Year 5 will be very lucky in being given the oppority to
be involved in the&sreen Goblin Project . This is a
national project where the children design anddothiir
own eco-friendly cars and actually race them agaitier
schools. You may have seen last year’s cars inabdran
previous editions of the Blue Briefing. For thiseatto be
a success we will be looking for sponsorship ampett
with building, maintaining and transporting thesar the
coming months. If you or someone you know would be
willing to support us or able to give us some sposisip
then please get in touch with us at school. Any inel
matter how big or small would be very much appreda

We were very pleased to have met so many of ytheat
parents’ evenings at the end of the last half tenchtake
this opportunity to thank you for your continuegbpart.

We are all looking forward to the
second half term in school!

Julie Jenkin, Simon Rowe and the
Year 5 Team.
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Sharks and Whales
News
Year 6

Year 6 have been working very
hard over this first half term and congratulationgst go
to all the children as their positive attitude amdhusiasm
has resulted in a great start to their final yetBhae
School. We would especially like to comment on how
well they are setting an example for the youngeéidmm
in Blue School to follow.

We would also like to thank all the parents whoéhav
taken such an active role in their child’s learni@ur
partnership is so important in your child’s devetemnt
throughout the year and we feel it is strong andking
well. Parents evening emphasised this with almdkt f
attendance with lots of views and ideas being dised.

In November we are especially looking forward to
Pandemonium Theatre visiting us again on the 1%th a
they always put on a superb show. Our IPC topk llaif
term is Migration’ where we will be looking at how and
why people, languages, animals and music migrate. W
research the Romans in depth, so please encoutage y
children to do some research at home!

forget that both Literacy and Numeracy are set éniday
and due in the following Thursday. The children dtdo
also be reading 4 times a week to aid all arediseof
curriculum and be learning their times tables!

Can we remind all parents that as the weather naill
probably get colder it is a good idea for all chéld to
have tracksuit bottoms and jumper in their PE kitvae
will still be working outside in PE.

Finally, congratulations to the Year 6 childrentthave
represented Blue School at athletics and footloalhsthis
term. They are doing an
incredible job! Keep the training
up and we may grab some
silverware!

Emma Stewart & Russ Wither

Use of mobile phones by children

Itis preferred that childreDO NOT bring
mobile phones to school.

If, however, your child has a good reason to dgao
need to discuss this with the classteacher. Inctise the
phone will be collected by the teacher at the sthilhe
day and kept safe until the end of the day. Phamest be
switched off on entry to the school site and notéd on
until the site is left. Phones must be named. Téi s
cannot be held responsible for the loss of phones.

Friends of Blue School FOBS

W) Welcome back, we hope that you all had a
¥ & great half term break.

October was a busy month for FOBS, firstly we heln
AGM where Rachel Northwood was re-elected as Chair,
Clare Kennedy-Smith as Vice Chair, Tracey Shanlgy a
Treasurer and | was re-elected as Secretary. dtalso
unanimously agreed that we would continue to give
£1000.00 to the Jean Hawkin Fund, the fund wasséty

the family of the late Jean Hawkin (a former parefithe
school and active member of FOBS) to give childiren
the school opportunities to access outdoor edutatio
Thank you to everyone who attended.

Bag2schoolwas a huge success, we collected 129 bags!
The amount raised was £310.00 (620 kilos). Thanktg
everyone who brought in bags, we hope that you will
support us when we run another collection in Ap@iL2.

The KS1 and KS2 discosvere great fun, thank you to all
the staff and volunteers who helped us on the dakiput
you we wouldn't be able to run them! Spec