Our Vision

‘Learning to ride the wave of life’ is an important motto in our school. It reflects the unpredictable journey of life and that our prime purpose is to prepare our children for the future for whatever may come their way. 

We aim to … 

· promote high self-esteem through the recognition of individual qualities

· encourage self-respect, forgiveness, honesty, confidence, humour and independence

· foster an informed appreciation of cultural diversity and international understanding

· demonstrate our commitment to global citizenship

· realise the intellectual and physical potential of all

· develop enthusiasm, independent thinking and learning enhanced by an international perspective

· promote an understanding of spiritual and moral values which reflects the core virtures of the school

· inspire imagination, creativity and a sense of awe and wonder

Our School’s Single Equality Scheme:

We recognise that our school plays a key role in shaping the values and attitudes of our children and that we should take a lead in challenging stereotypes, as well as harassment and bullying. We also need to be at the forefront of promoting equality in terms of outcomes for our pupils.

Our core values are built around providing a secure, collaborative and purposeful learning culture, where pupils and staff are valued, cared for, listened to and challenged to be the best they can be. We are therefore equally ambitious for all of our pupils and staff.

We are proud of the rich diversity of our school community. Our response to the individual needs of all of our stakeholders is a vital part of personalising learning for all. (see school website for published Scheme)
Sustainable development

We are an award winning school for Sustainable Development. We have achieved the highest award of the Green Flag as an Eco School,  a Sustainable Community Award from the Cornwall Sustainability Awards and  The Green Tree Gold Award from the Woodland Trust, all in 2009. We pride ourselves as a leader in this area. We regularly hold events and support other schools in their journey to sustainable development.

Curriculum

We have achieved the International Schools’ Award

Our innovative, cross curricular International Primary Curriculum (IPC) has been designed and developed over the past five years and is used as an example of good practice by Fieldwork Education, the curriculum originators. Indeed, our Headteacher travels all over the world to help other schools to develop this way of learning. The IPC is used specifically to enthuse and engage learners at all levels. It makes learning more relevant and real, as seen through the links made to countries around the world. This approach has a huge impact on pupil knowledge and understanding of the world and helps our pupils to develop as responsible global citizens. 

Safeguarding

It is our prime responsibility to keep all of our children safe. We strive to ensure a safe environment within which the welfare of our children is of paramount importance.  We ensure that health and safety and security systems work effectively and that only authorised adults are permitted to have access to our children. All staff have child protection training at an appropriate level and are encouraged to pass on any concerns to our designated teachers. In the event that a child is considered to be at risk the Headteacher will follow safeguarding procedures to support the child.

The Early Years

From the time that children enter our school, we treat them as individuals.  All children will be at very different stages of development. An essential part of the curriculum in these early years is play which is well structured and provides opportunities for pre reading skills and the development of language and mathematical concepts, as well as important personal, social skills and physical skills in a happy and well organised classroom. 

Experiences are planned using the national ‘Foundation Stage’ curriculum framework. 
Children area assessed, throughout this very important year, against six areas of learning using the Foundation Stage Profile which is shared with all parents. The quality of education for our youngest children is crucial, with emphasis placed on what they can do.  

Inclusion and accessibility

The school has an access plan which timetables the improvements to the school that will enable access for all, children and adults alike. The school has disabled toilets, a shower, a lift next to the stairs in the Key Stage 1 area and ramps to allow easy access to all entrances. 

Children with medical needs are catered for and a named adult is responsible for administering medication in consultation with parents. Staff are trained to use specific equipment i.e. epi pens for children with severe allergic reactions. 

The school welcomes children and adults of all abilities and needs and we will make every effort to provide facilities that are required, in partnership with the Local Authority. Admission procedures for pupils with disabilities are the same as for all children, although special arrangements may be negotiated. We aim to ensure that disabled pupils are treated with the same high regard as all other pupils.

Special Educational Needs

Children with learning difficulties

It is our aim through careful screening and monitoring of progress to locate any difficulties at an early stage. 

We will keep parents informed of the progress children are making and try to suggest ways in which they can help. If we need to look beyond our own resources to help children, this will be discussed fully with parents. Children identified as having needs beyond those of the ordinary school population are monitored in accordance with the Code of Practice for SEN with ‘individual education plans’ and regular reviews. 

Our policy for Special Educational Needs is available to all and has had no significant changes in the past year.

Admitting Your Child to Our School

Children in Cornwall are entitled to start school at the beginning of the academic year (1st September -  31st August) in which they are 5 years old. Children born between 1st September and 28th February start full time in September and children born between 1st March and 31st August start part- time in September and become full time after Christmas. As parents you may choose an appropriate school for your child.  Most parents prefer their child to attend the local designated area school. 

Children of all abilities both physical and academic are welcomed into our school.
Each school is only able to admit a certain number of children: this is determined by the Local Authority.  Sometimes there are requests from outside of our designated area and the governors have in place criteria for allocation of places. Our school uses the admissions policy of Cornwall Council. This is detailed in ‘How to apply for a place in a reception class in a Cornish primary school’ which is issued annually to all parents with eligible children. 

Entry to Our Foundation Stage Classes

We encourage our parents to register their children as early as possible, but at least by the 2nd December of the year before they are due to begin. Places are offered on the 24th March for the following September intake. During the Summer term of this year you and your child will be invited to visit the school to meet staff and get to know us.  The school has a published admission number (PAN) of 60 pupils for our Foundation Stage intake in September. In the event of a year group becoming full parents will be informed of their right to appeal against the decision not to accept their child, in accordance with the local authority appeals procedure. 

Although most parents choose to enroll their children in school at the beginning of the foundation stage children are not of compulsory school age until the beginning of the term after their fifth birthday. If you wish to discuss a ‘deferred entry’ to school please come in and see our Headteacher.

During the summer term before your child starts school we offer a very successful ‘Learning Together’ programme. For six weeks the children can spend an hour a week playing in the classroom alongside their parent and becoming familiar with the school and our staff. 

Administration

For every child starting our school it is necessary to complete an admission form (a legal requirement) giving personal details.  The safety of your child is our main concern and all details need to be updated regularly.  We welcome prospective parents and children at any time of the year.

You and your child will also be asked to sign a ‘Home School Agreement’ which is a document in which you show that you wish to be a part of our school and that you will uphold the school’s values. We in turn sign this document to show our commitment to you.

