The Curriculum Today

Every child of statutory age follows the syllabus set down by the National Curriculum. They all study:

English, Science, Maths, Art, History, Geography, Physical Education, Design Technology, Music, Information Communication Technology. They also study Religious Education and Personal, Social and Health Education (P.S.H.E.)

We offer a broad, balanced curriculum so that every child may progress and succeed at their own level. We organise our subject teaching in a cross curricular style using the International Primary Curriculum as the basis for our teaching. We place great emphasis upon the importance of Reading, Writing and Mathematics and believe that the development of these skills are the responsibility of everyone. Every child is regularly assessed so that we can consider progress, match work appropriately and plan for their future.

We believe that children learn best from first hand experience and encourage learning by ‘doing’.  We also value the basic skills because they form the building blocks of future learning.

We have high expectations and standards which we believe all children should strive to attain. We offer an active, exciting curriculum in a stimulating environment.

Foundation Stage Curriculum (First Year in School)

From the time that children enter our school, we treat them as individuals.  All children will be at very different stages of development and it is important to prepare a sound foundation using your child’s talents and strengths to study the National Curriculum from the age of five. 

An essential part of the curriculum in these early years is play which is well structured and provides opportunities for pre reading skills and the development of language and mathematical concepts, as well as important personal, social skills and physical skills in a happy and well organised classroom. Experiences are planned using the national ‘Foundation Stage’ curriculum framework. This sets out six areas of learning; Personal, Social and Emotional, Language and Literacy, Mathematics, Knowledge and Understanding of the World, Creative and Physical development.
Children area assessed, throughout this very important year, against the six areas of learning using the Foundation Stage Profile which is shared with all parents.

Wherever possible we introduce activities through drama, art/craft and music with opportunities to use computers from day one.  

The quality of education for our youngest children is crucial, with emphasis  placed  on what they can do rather than what they cannot.

The Key Stage 1 Curriculum (The next two years in school)

Within Key Stage 1 we continue to build on the excellent foundations of learning and behaviour gained in the first year, through partnership with parents and governors.  Children are offered a broad and balanced curriculum which meets the needs of the National Curriculum at Key Stage 1.  

All work is planned within the whole school framework reflecting the school’s International Primary Curriculum.  English and Maths are covered on a daily basis. Most subjects are now taught through a topic approach. Schemes of work in Science, History, Geography, Design Technology, Music, Art and Physical Education are planned to come under umbrella themes so that cross curricular links can be exploited. 

Religious and Moral Education is also included and encompasses work in three of the major religions. All children attend school assembly which includes stories and information from all of the major religions (including festivals), awe and wonder of the natural world and an act of religious worship.  

Sex education is taught at an appropriate level in Key Stage 1.  Topics such as looking after ourselves and living things are part of the Science Curriculum. A Personal Social and Health Education (P.S.H.E.) scheme underpins this time in school.

All children are given time to learn about living and learning together with a growing responsibility for independent learning and being happy and healthy. As part of our partnership with home we expect all children to read regularly and learn weekly spellings/tables with their parents. 

The Key Stage 2 Curriculum (The last four years in school)

Children join us at the age of 7 after 3 years in the Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1.  They begin the second stage of the National Curriculum which is known as Key Stage 2.  

We have four year groups. These are known as Years, 3, 4, 5 and 6.   We have two classes for each year group. This gives us eight classes. Parallel classes follow a parallel curriculum and teachers/teaching assistants plan in teams together.

All of our children follow the National Curriculum and Religious Education syllabus at an appropriate level for their stage of development. Subjects are generally taught in a cross curricular way using the International Primary Curriculum as the basis. Schemes of work are planned within the whole school framework. There are times when we use specialist teachers to deliver lessons across the whole Key Stage. 

Our classes are well resourced and offer a very stimulating environment in which the children are offered a rich, broad based curriculum. Careful planning by staff ensures a continuous passage with appropriate development throughout the age ranges. 

In all areas of the curriculum work is set at a minimum of three different levels to cater for different abilities. Pupils are given the opportunity to apply Information Communication Technology (I.C.T.) in every subject and I.C.T. is also taught as a subject in its own right.

Religious and Moral Education is included in subjects across the curriculum. It is also included in weekly lesson planning. All children attend school assembly which includes stories and information from all of the major religions (including festivals), awe and wonder of the natural world and an act of religious worship.  Personal Social and Health Education ensures that children are helped to grow up with an awareness of their responsibilities for a healthy and happy life.

We give homework throughout Key Stage 2 and in Year 6 we formalise this in preparation for secondary school. Sometimes  children choose to take work home which we always encourage. We expect all children to read regularly and learn weekly spellings/tables at home with their parents.

All of the children in Key Stage 2 are offered the opportunity to take part in our Outdoor Education Programme. This includes involvement in residential experiences. In Year 3 and 4  there is an opportunity to take part in a short break to a local outdoor activity centre. In Year 5 and 6 there is the opportunity for a whole week away. We see this programme as an important part of our children’s development.

Physical Education

Physical Education, which includes games, gymnastics, dance and swimming plays an important part in our curriculum. 

Children must change for P.E. for safety reasons but this is particularly important at the upper end of the school where children need to be aware of personal hygiene.  

Jewellery must not be worn and long hair must be tied back.  

All children will have an opportunity to attend swimming lessons.

P.E. is not an optional activity and all children are expected to take part (unless withdrawn for medical reasons).  We will contact parents of children who regularly do not have their P.E. kit for lessons. A letter is required for withdrawal from lessons.

Outdoor Education/Educational Visits

Educational visits are an important part of the curriculum.  We believe that children learn best from first hand experience. Going out of school to look at their wider environment, visiting museums and field study centres etc. plays an important part in the learning process. The 1988 Education Act states that we are not allowed to charge for visits that take place wholly or partly in school time.  Where a visit is planned, no charge is levied, but, prior to organisation, parents are invited to make a donation equivalent to the individual cost for transport, admission fees and other charges to be met in connection with the visit. No child will be barred from participating in a visit (or any activity) on the grounds that their parents are unable or unwilling to contribute. However, where 95% of visit costs cannot be met through voluntary contribution the visit will be cancelled. We do not and cannot charge other children more to subsidise non- payers. If you would like your child to take part in a visit but are finding it difficult to afford, please do not hesitate in coming to see the headteacher. Where residential trips are planned charges 

will be remitted in full for board and lodgings if parents receive and can show evidence of benefits. (For further details see school’s Charging and Remissions policy).

Extra Curricular Activities

We believe in the importance and value of out of school activities.  Our school offers a whole range of clubs which take place either at lunchtimes or after school. These range from music and sport to modern foreign languages. All clubs are run by staff or parents on a voluntary basis. All parent who run clubs are supervised by a teacher.
