We recently spoke to Tom Jolly in Peru and we had loads of questions to ask him about our link school, the solar cookers and showers we brought them and life in Peru. Here are a few questions and answers from the session – we hope you find them interesting… we did!

1. Holly wanted to know if we used electricity for our showers normally and will the showers we install be solar ones.....

Yes if people have hot water in their showers then this is heated by electricity. Actually in Peru much of our electricity (65%) is generated by another 'renewable energy' called hydro electric power...so its pretty clean...however it is expensive for a school with very little money.....so the heaters for the water in our showers will be using solar energy direct to heat the water like you have in your school.

2. Seth wanted to know if people recycle stuff…

Yes. remember Peru is a poor country and if people do not have official work then they have to be getting money from somewhere that often means going through peoples rubbish that is left out for the binmen then they sell on the plastics, glass and so on to others...it's dirty, dangerous work which does not pay much.
Anything they do not take and that ends up at the tip is collected by people who live and work in the tip making sure that anything is saved.

This means pretty much everything that can be recycled is but we do not do recycling at home like you do in the UK... schools have their programmes but they are not really that good as they concentrate on young people collecting waste plastic bottles......and cleaning beaches.....

3. James was interested to hear how Climate Change is affecting Peru....

Peru is being attacked from 3 ways:


1. The high Andes mountains that have lots of water stored in glaciers are becoming warmer. That means the ice in the glaciers is melting too fast, causing big floods now but worse there will be no water left in 20 or 30 or so years. That means the millions of people who live on the coast of Peru will have no water and the Amazon rain forest will not get much of its water.

2. That means the Amazon is threatened too. It is becoming much drier from the east and some scientists are saying it could change from being a tropical rain forest to a large are like the African Savannah....dry grassland areas.

3. We have a special climatic event called El Niño which normally means sever storms. This is happening more often and with more force now which cause floods, landslides etc.

Peru is ranked the country 3rd most at risk from Climate change. We recently have had big floods in Cusco in the Andes. 

4. Toni wanted to know about the cookers and showers.....

We will probably have 2 cookers, one to cook things slowly and one to cook things quickly and the showers there are 3 shower units at the moment so there will be hot water for them the system may allow us to expand the showers and/or feed water to a few taps as well.

5.Saoirse was interested to hear if we would be using recycled materials for the installs....

I am sure we will be. Any wooden frameworks will be able to use second hand wood say from house rebuild. Plastic tubing can be recycled in this way too. I would like to see some thought put into using shiny surfaces from packaging that we could maybe use. You could be doing some brilliant experiments to investigate these things.

6.  Chloe wanted to know about school years and what the students of San Pedro think of the link.

The school years or 'grades' as we call them hear are the same as in the UK (but secondary go back to one again (like in Scotland) as follows:

Inicial (infant) Nido (reception) years 1 and 2
Primaria (primary)  years 3, 4 , 5 and 6
Secundaria (seconday) years 1 to 5

Everyone is very excited about the link. Now that I am back in Peru for more time and now that the school is back from the hols I am looking forward to helping them develop the work with you all....

7. Daley wanted to know if I like living in Peru....

Yes I love it...I do miss the UK.....we do a lot of things very well in the UK.....but this is a very special country. It can be frustrating but there is always a good reason why things sometimes take so long.....but the people are wonderful...countryside brilliant, food fantastic...how long have you got?????

8.  Cameron asked about volcanoes and earthquakes and if we had them like in Chile.

Yes unfortunately we do. I think that is why countries like Peru can find it very difficult to become strong countries. Every so often they have a huge disaster and are set back years.....

We have many volcanoes and earth tremors every day and then there are the earthquakes the last big one was in August 2007.....bad bad bad....they are so scary.....
